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An Advertising Card for Peruvian Syrup

PERUVIAN SYRUP
Dyspep?é?f?jebﬂity,

DISEASES OF THE BLOOD
PERUVIAN SYRUP

Vitalizes the Blood, Tones up the System,

St e e
a, Debility, Dm. Chills and_ Fevers,

Humors, of.ﬁ-l'al.ﬂm-:-l

l-dﬁu-,m-lo
Dt e o, S, O e
el A m weak, 8 res,

en and women, Andhw'awls
nnbl,y huinte to give it a trial.

m;.—*)rm g‘ﬂl’” “PERUVAN SYRUP” (not

Not made in Lima or Cusco, so-called “Peruvian Syrup” was actually manufactured by J. P. Dinsmore
of New York and distributed from Boston by Seth W. Fowle & Son. By combining cocaine and
“protoxide of iron,” Dinsmore’s potion promised to transform “weakly, sickly, suffering creatures” into
“strong, healthy, happy men and women.” Through advertising cards (above), the aggressive pro-
moters of Peruvian Syrup insisted that it “vitalizes and enriches the blood, tones up the system.”
(Copyright © the American Society of Anesthesiologists, Inc. This image also appears in the Anes-
thesiology Reflections online collection available at www.anesthesiology.org.)

George S. Bause, M.D., M.P.H., Honorary Curator, ASA’s Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology,
Park Ridge, llinois, and Clinical Associate Professor, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio.
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