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Foreword

Pseudomonas aeruginosa continues to be a mysterious microorgan-
ism, and many questions concerning its pathogenicity in human infections
such as adherence, mucoid and nonmucoid growth, virulence in acute and
chronic infections, genetic organization, and effective anti-Pseudomonas
therapy are today only incompletely understood and remain to be an-
swered. Thus, one can approach this opportunistic pathogen from many
points of view, and the increasing number of publications by clinicians,
immunologists, microbiologists, and geneticists show how attractive P.
aeruginosa is.

The ultimate goal in research on infectious diseases is their pre-
vention. The increasing specialization in science today may often obscure
this goal. Transparent communication and fruitful cooperation between
scientists are, therefore, needed. This was the purpose of the symposium
‘Basic research and clinical aspects of Pseudomonas aeruginosa’, held June
20-22, 1986, in Tiibingen, FRG, where the most important infections
caused by P. aeruginosa as well as topics on virulence, therapy, and genet-
ics were extensively discussed. We would be happy if the reader of this
book receives productive stimuli for his own work.

We thank the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft and the companies
Amour Pharmaceuticals, Api Bio-Mérieux, Bayer, Beecham Laboratories,
Bode Chemie, Braun-Melsungen, Cascan, Cyanamid, Deutsche Pharma-
cia, Dr. G. Mann, Dr. K. Thomae, Dr. Winzer, Flow Laboratories, Eli
Lilly, Marion Laboratories, E. Merck, Hoechst, Hoffmann-La Roche,
Immuno, Miles, Méller Schwind Coopervision, Mundipharma, Pfizer, and
Takeda for their generous financial support. The stimulating suggestions of
our colleagues H.-J. Thiel and W. Werner have been very helpful for the
realization of the symposium.
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Foreword X

We also gratefully acknowledge the assistance of A. Albus, C. Berg,
Z. Bibi, G. Botzenhart, E. Miiller, and M. Przbilla before and during the
symposium. Lastly, we wish to express gratitude to W. Schneider-Lastin
and M. Beck, whose constant cooperation in the preparation of manu-
scripts for this book was invaluable, and to the excellent scientists who
were united in Tiibingen by their common interest in P. geruginosa.

Gerd Doring
Ian A. Holder
Konrad Botzenhart
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