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steal many scenes. It was Bolivar who gave importance to Sutherland
and Haiti. There is no doubt, however, that Verna’s work has given
new stature to the important contributions of the Haitians to the
struggle for independence in Spanish America.

Northeastern Illinois State College S. LoreEnzo HARRISON
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Documentos histéricos de la Revolucion Mexicana. Vol. X: Actividades
politicas y revolucionarias de los hermanos Flores Magon. Edited
by Isibro FasELa and Joserina E. pE FaBeLa. México, 1966. Edi-
torial Jus for the Comisién de Investigaciones Historicas de la Re-
volucién Mexicana. Illustrations. Pp. 528. Paper.

The tenth volume of the Documentos Historicos de la Revolucidn
Mexicana comprises 188 documents treating the revolutionary activi-
ties of Jesiis, Ricardo, and Enrique Flores Magén. Its organization
is echronologieal for the most part, and it covers the years 1905 to 1914.
As in many of the previous tomes, each document is preceded by a
brief synopsis of the eontent and an abbreviated guide to the archival
eollection from which it was taken.

The documents in the present volume are almost all published here
for the first time. Only the Liberal Plan of 1906, promulgated in St.
Louis, Missouri, is readily available elsewhere in published form. Ap-
proximately ninety percent of the included documents were extracted
from the Archivo de la Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores. The re-
maining ten percent come from the Archivo General de la Naecidn,
the Archivo Histérico de 1la Defensa Nacional, and the private collec-
tions of Isidro Fabela.

This collection will be of special importance to Mexicanists inter-
ested in the developmental phases of the Flores Magdn brothers’ politi-
cal philosophy and the 1911 revolutionary movement which they
launched in Baja California. The correspondence clearly indicates an
ideological evolution from anti-Diaz moderation in 1905 to twentieth-
century liberalism in 1908 and 1909 and thence to radical anarchism
by 1911 and 1912. When this correspondence is viewed in the context
of the social and political events of the same years, perhaps some en-
terprising biographer will be able to come to grips with the universal
query regarding all anarchists: What drove them to this Utopian ex-
treme ?

Although many anarchistic expressions can be found in the cor-
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respondence, the purest and most classic example appears in a letter
written by Ricardo to Pascual Orozco in September 1911, soliciting
the Chihuahua rebel’s support.

i Ha realizado alguna vez algin gobierno los deseos del pueblo? ;Ha
satisfecho alguna vez algiin gobierno las aspiraciones de la clase traba-
jadora? . . . Engafiados los pueblos por una falsa educacién, han
pretendido siempre dejar en manos de la Antoridad la solucién de sus
problemas . . . a pesar de los golpes que ha sufrido la humanidad por
parte de sus gobernantes . . . ; Vale la pena derramar sangre para
tener un nuevo gobierno? Hago a usted esta pregunta porque lo ereo
sineero, porque considero que usted habri reflexionado sobre la in-
utilidad de los gobiernos . . . los liberales procuraremos impedir eon
todas nuestras fuerzas que vuelve a implantarse en México ningin
gobierno (pp. 355-356).

‘When Lowell Blaisdell wrote The Desert Revolution, Baja Cali-
formia, 1911 (Madison, 1962), he did not have access to the documen-
tation in Relaciones Exteriores. However, there is virtually nothing in
the present collection to challenge his interesting thesis that vested
interests both in the United States and Mexico grossly exaggerated
the aura of filibustering around the activities of the Flores Magén
brothers. The work of the P.L.M. in Mexico’s northwest during 1911
is covered at length in this volume, and although the consular dis-
patches do often equate the insurrection with United States filibuster-
ing, the documents also indicate that the Diaz bureaucracy was doing
everything in its power to discredit the movement. Nothing was more
natural than this effort to give it the stigma of a filibuster, both be-
cause Americans had invaded Baja California in times past, and be-
cause the Flores Magén brothers did much of their recruiting and or-
ganizing in the United States. While this collection cannot be used
alone to disprove the alleged relationship, it does prove the folly of
simply passing over the 1911 insurrection as another in a long series of
filibustering attempts.

Volume X is a logical complement to the preceding five volumes,
which have appeared under the title Revolucidn y Régimen Maderista.
Except for the fact that this collection examines some of the precur-
sory activities of the Flores Magén brothers and extends slightly be-
yond the Maderista period, it can profitably be considered a com-
panion volume to the impressive Madero set. Mexicanists in the United
States are now awaiting some indication of the direction in which
the Comisién de Investigaciones Histéricas plans to move next.

University of Nebraska MiceaeL C. MEYER





