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be picayune carping to stress such points, given the obviously solid
worth of the study.

University of California, RusseuL H. FrrzeissoN
Santa Barbara

Investigaciones bibliogrificas. 2 vols. By Pepro Grases. Introduc-
tion by Aeustin MmiLaRes Carro. Caracas, 1968. Ministerio de
Educacién. Departamento de Publicaciones. Coleceién Vigilia. Il-
lustrations. Notes. Index. Pp. 316, 359. Paper.

These two volumes were issued to mark Pedro Grases’ thirty years
of scholarly activities in Venezuela. Inspired by the efforts of the
country’s greatest bibliographer, Manuel Segundo Sénchez (1868-
1943), Grases has attempted, with no small success, to continue in his
footsteps. Trained at the University of Barcelona, Grases came to
Venezuela in 1937. From that year to the present, his production has
enriched and revitalized Venezuelan historical scholarship, both in
quantity and quality. (See pp. 99-120 in Ramén J. Velasquez et al.,
La Obra de Pedro Grases [Caracas, 1967] for a listing of his pub-
lications from 1937 to 1967.)

A short prologue by the eminent doyen of Spanish-American bib-
liographers, Agustin Millares Carlo, recounts Grases’ contributions to
historical studies in Venezuela. Also, and with obvious justice,
Millares Carlo notes the number of major documentary compilations
and bibliographical guides which have appeared in Venezuela since
1942, but which (though produced by (rases) do not bear his name.

In the main, the content of the work under consideration has al-
ready seen publication in various forms between 1960 and 1966. It
consists of twenty-five bibliographical essays and six papers. The
principal theme of the collection is Venezuelan historical bibliog-
raphy, though some of the essays (with a fine eritical perception)
treat literary aspects of figures like Juan Vicente Gonzilez (1810-
1866), Rafael Maria Baralt (1810-1860), and Mariano Picén Salas
(1901-1965).

The time period covered by these essays and reports is roughly
from 1700 to 1960. Quite naturally, given such scope and depth, they
are uneven in craftsmanship. All students of Venezuelan history,
however, should welcome ‘‘La Generacién de la Independencia’’ (I,
95-39), which is an excellent synoptic overview of the economic and
institutional changes which took place in Venezuela during the
eighteenth century and their impact on the intellectual and patriot
political elite. Noteworthy also is ‘‘ Traducciones de interés politico-
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cultural en la época de la Independencia de Venezuela’’ (I, 41-86),
truly a bibliographic tour de force.

Thanks to Grases’ studies, ‘‘Manuel Landaeta Rosales, 1847-1920"’
(1I, 45-109), and his ‘‘Manuel Segundo Séanchez’” (II, 111-152), we
have working handlists of their major and minor output—no small
matter, considering the enormous contribution made by both men to
Venezuelan historiography. A good index adds convenience to the
work’s overall worth. Venezuelan history, bibliography, and literary
criticism have been well served, once again, by Pedro Grases.

Vanderbilt University J. LE6N HELGUERA

The Venezuelan Golpe de Estado of 1958: The Fall of Marcos Pérez
Jiménez. By PriLip B. TAYLOR, JR. Washington, 1968. Institute
for the Comparative Study of Political Systems. Political Studies
Series. Notes. Appendix. Pp. 98. Paper. $2.00.

In addition to a series of electoral studies and collections of related
data, the Institute for the Comparative Study of Political Systems
has sponsored monographs describing military golpes de estado in
contemporary Latin America. Philip B. Taylor’s study is the third
such publication, and like its predecessors presents a descriptive nar-
rative of an unconstitutional military seizure of power. The author,
a political scientist, states in his introduction that ‘‘although some
attention will be paid to the relevant facts, there also will be an ef-
fort to explain in analytical terms the causes of these facts.”” It would
have been more accurate to say that he would provide a brief if de-
tailed overview of Venezuelan politics for the past quarter-century,
less than half of which deals directly with the 1958 overthrow of
Pérez Jiménez.

The work gives a useful account of major political forces and
events in Venezuela. As political science, however, it is but partially
successful in analyzing the role of the military. Certainly it has little
theoretical importance and is without a meaningful conceptual frame-
work, either explicit or otherwise. The inclination to describe in-
dividual trees is strong, and in the process the forest remains rather
obscure. Taylor does not offer either new empirical data or fresh
insights into the Venezuelan military, which might have given his
study greater meaning. The earlier ICOPS study by Martin Needler
on the 1963 golpe in Ecuador, for instance, provided the kind of in-
formation on the inner workings of ranking military decision-makers
which contributed to an understanding of politics in Beuador. Al-
though writing at greater length, Taylor fails to do this for Venezuela.



