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ernment reflecting the absolutist re-
gime at home, while the Northern
powers, such as Britain and Holland,
established colonial governments pat-
terned after the constitutional systems
of the home country.

Dissatisfaction by the inhabitants of
the colonies against imperial rule and
FEuropean warfare from the middle of
the eighteenth century unmtil the Na-
poleonic era weakened the bonds of em-
pire and led to successful struggles for
independence in both Americas. The
loss of empire in the New World ereated
some of the impetus for a new wave of
British and French expansion. The
possibility for such expansion was made
that much easier by the dramatic growth
of European military power as a resulf
of the industrial revolution.

Fieldhouse is persuasive in his thesis
that the small enclaves of Africa and
Asia were the base for an unplanned
and often undesired expansion. In In-
dia the disintegration of the Mogul
empire created a disorder which seemed
to endanger the areas held by the Brit-
jsh. To preserve what they had, British
officials argued, they would need to
pacify bordering territories. European
advance unwittingly led only to further
turbulence on the colonial frontiers and
necessitated even further expansion, A
similar proecess, Fieldhouse argues,
caused much of the British and French
expansion in Africa until 1882.

After 1882, a somewhat arbitrary
date which Fieldhouse chooses, he
argues that there developed a new kind
of imperialism. Regardless of the date
(which some would be inelined to place
two or three years earlier or later),
Fieldhouse is correct in seeing both a
quantitative and qualitative change in
the mnature of Ruropean expansion.
Quantitatively more territory was ac-
quired in the generation after 1882
than during the entire preceding three-
quarters of a century. The ‘‘new im-
perialism’’ was far less than the older
form of expansion because of the local
search for security in the ecolonies.
Rather, the study argues, it was un-
leashed by the Furopean rivalry for
power.

HAHR MAY

The chancelleries of Europe sus-
tained imperial expansion by seeing
in it the safeguard of world-wide stra-
tegic interests, but Fieldhouse finds
little evidence that the need for either
raw materials, markets or an outlet for
European capital triggered the so-called
‘‘new imperialism.’’ He is correet in
showing that this need was not im-
perative; nevertheless imperialist states-
men like Ferry and Chamberlain clearly
thought that imperial acquisitions were
necessary to assure the economic wel-
fare of their countries.

While European powers elaborated
different sets of colonial doctrines and
different administrative systems, Field-
house shows how their rule created
rather similar results. Traditional au-
thority was undermined, but European
culture was not implanted so deeply
as to transform the eolonies into repli-
cas of Europe. In this way the old and
new imperialism varied in a most sig-
nificant manner. In the former case
the Europeans’ immigration or the
very ferocity of their rule had de-
stroyed many indigenous societies and
created FEuropean substitutes. Euro-
pean military and political power grew
dramatically in the late nineteenth cen-
tury and was proportionately far su-
perior to the power which sixteenth-
and seventeenth-century Europe had
possessed in facing the New World.
Yet in the end, ironieally, it eould not
Jeave such a permanent mark on the
territories it had conquered.

W. B. C.

Narrativa de uma viagem ao Brasil. By
TrOoMAS LINDLEY. SZ0 Paulo, 1969,
Companhia Editéra Nacional. Bra-
siliana. Notes. Pp. 190. Paper.
$12.00 (Braz.).

The accounts left by travelers to Bra-
zil are usually informative and often
entertaining. To the readers of yester-
year they conveyed visions of a sunny
and exotic land once eonfused with
paradise. To later historians they pro-
vide a delightful source of details and
insights. The inquisitive English con-
tributed heavily to that travel litera-
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ture, particularly in the last century.
This book, the Portuguese translation
of Narrative of a Voyage to Brazil, is
the first of an impressive library of
such literature on Brazil during the
nineteenth century. It is the diary of
Thomas Lindley and contains his im-
pressions of and experiences in Bahia
in 1802-1803. The author was in an
unusual! position. Aecused of contra-
band, he was being investigated and
charged by the colonial government.
His enforced stay provided him an ex-
cellent opportunity to observe Salva-
dor in its waning colonial days.

Happily, Lindley tried to meet as
many people as possible, and he in-
troduces his reader to plantation own-
ers, bureaucrats, military officers, and
priests. One of the most fascinating
figures is Francisco Agostinho Gomes,
bibliophile, naturalist, philosopher, an
inspiration behind the revolt of 1798
and one of the most emlightened men
in Brazil. Strangely—and sadly—very
little is known about him. Lindley’s
account contains one of the few de-
seriptions of this savant who spoke
both French and English and owned a
remarkable library with books by Buf-
fon, Lavoisier, Alembert, William Rob-
ertson, and Thomas Paine. Lindley
predicted that Brazil’s independence
was not far off, and in several passages
scattered through the diary indieated
why he thought so. Appended to the
diary are two long and informative de-
seriptions of the provinees of Pérto
Seguro and Bahia.

The Narrative enjoyed a certain de-
gree of popularity when it first ap-
peared in 1805. The following year
French and German editions came off
the press, and in 1808 a second Eng-
lish edition was issued. Although
many of Brazil’s foremost historians
from Varnhagen onward commended
the book, this present edition is the first
in the Portuguese language. The Ba-
hian historian Wanderley Pinho wrote
a brief introduction, and Américo
Jacobina Lacombe provided ample and
useful notations.

E. BrapFORD BURNS
University of California at Los Angeles
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A Revolugdo Francesa e a vida de José
Bonifdcio: wma interpretacdo incéd-
moda. By GoNDIN pA FoNseca. Sio
Paulo, 1968. Edart-Sio Paulo—Li-
vraria, Editéra. Pp. xvi, 218.

Gondin da Fonseea does not ecast
much light on the relation of the
French Revolution to the life of José
Bonif4cio. This work consists in the
main of a historieal essay lauding the
French Revolution and a biographical
essay on José Bonificio depicting the
Patriarch as a progressive who was
essentially a Jacobin at heart.

The author observes that José
Bonificio was in Paris during the
great days of the Revolution and could
not help having come under its in-
fluence. The fact that he associated
with some of the participants and
later advocated enlightened policies is
the only evidence offered for this.

In such circumstances, it is indeed
hard to see how anyone could fail
to have been influenced by the French
Revolution, but surely this much can
be adequately stated in a sentence or
two. Without further details, it is
hardly the subjeet for even a small
book.

Although this work cannot be rated
highly as a contribution to historical
thought, it reads easily, contains some
amusing anecdotes, and has a passionate
if unscholarly tone which might arouse
a deeper interest in the subject for
some readers.

LAWRENCE NEVINS

State University of New York,

Urban Center in Manhattan

Ensayos sobre historia de América. By
CHARLES C. GRIFFIN. Caracas, 1969.
Universidad Central de Venezuela.
Facultad de Humanidades y Educa-
cién. Notes. Bibliography. Pp. 285.
Paper.

This book is a collection of eleven es-
says dealing primarily with the era of
independence in Spanish America. Ten
have already been published either in
the United States or Spanish America
between 1940 and 1964. The other ap-
pears here for the first time.



