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fections were constant—to the Socialists, the right-wing Patriotic
League, the schismatic Antipersonalists. Thus Professor Winn’s sec-
ond question can be answered simply—many did not continue to vote
“for leaders and parties that didn’t promote their interests.” That,
indeed, was the essence of the Radical dilemma.

Inevitably, a book of this sort must draw upon a wide range of
secondary materials, many of which will already be familiar to spe-
cialists. Yet there is much here which is new, particularly the chap-
ters dealing with Radical approaches to the labor movement. To this
enormously complex subject Professor Rock brings admirable lucidity;
he is the first historian to explain satisfactorily, at least to this reviewer,
the meaning of Argentine anarchism; and in his treatment of syn-
dicalism he shows that the roots of Peronist trade unionism run deeper
than many of us had suspected.

Likewise, his treatment of the Army and the Patriotic League es-
tablish traditions of right-wing militarism at least a decade prior to
that in many other studies. The sections on Radical techniques of
leadership, particularly the role of Yrigoyen, rehearse topics which
have received treatment elsewhere, but they do so with a freshness
of vision and an insight which is provocative and stimulating.

Apart from its impressive scholarship, perhaps the peculiar strength
of this work is the understanding of its author that the contradictions
of Argentine development need not be resolved to be understood;
Professor Rock has contented himself with exploring those contradic-
tions and explaining their ramifications. It seems a modest under-
taking, but the result is meaningful indeed.

University of Oregon Mark FaLcorr

British Nitrates and Chilean Politics 1886-1896: Balmaceda & North.
By Harorp Brakemore. London, 1974. The Athlone Press. Bib-
liographical Index. General Index. Map. Pp. viii, 260. Cloth.
$14.75.

Through refinement and elaboration of a doctoral dissertation
written two decades ago, Harold Blakemore presents us with a mono-
graph on a significant topic. His book focuses on Chile’s nitrate in-
dustry during the last decades of the nineteenth century. Somewhat
dryly written, the chronological narrative draws upon both primary
and secondary sources, represents careful research, and devotes con-
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siderable attention to historical detail through notes and references.
Let us briefly review the six chapters which comprise this work.

The first chapter describes Chile in the nineteenth century, noting
political and economic developments to 1886, specifically: 1) the
pattern of British investments in Chile; 2) the War of the Pacific
(1879-1883) in which Chile took the Peruvian province of Tarapaca
and rich deposits of nitrate; and 3) the involvement in nitrates of an
English engineer, John Thomas North. These developments are tied
to an analysis demonstrating an increase of British control over nitrates
from 13 percent in 1878 to over 70 percent in 1890.

Second is a discussion of the “kingdom” built by North, with at-
tention to the nitrate fields of Tarapac4, the nitrate railways, a water-
works company, a bank, and a provisions supply company and other
interests. The market for nitrates was unstable, and into this un-
certainty North cast his dealings and emerged a wealthy entrepreneur.

The threats to North’s hold over nitrates during 1889 and 1890
are discussed in a third chapter. Playing upon publicity by promot-
ing himself, North was able to impress London society. But his suc-
cess was suspect in some quarters, namely the press which began to
expose the weaknesses of his control over Chilean nitrates.

The 1890 crisis in Chilean nitrates was brought on by an over-
stocked world market and a fall in nitrate prices, as analyzed in a
fourth chapter. Blakemore weaves a discussion of the economic crisis
with the political crisis prompted by President Balmaceda’s efforts
to enhance his power. He plays down a major interpretation that
Balmaceda, pursuing a policy of economic nationalism, found himself
opposed within Chile for economic reasons. Stressing political dif-
ferences between Balmaceda and Congress, Blakemore also deem-
phasizes the view that North was an incarnation of British imperialism.

A fifth chapter deals with the civil war of 1891 in which Balmaceda
held the support of the army, and rebels seized the nitrate province
of Tarapaci. Blakemore argues that evidence of complicity of nitrate
interests in the revolution is weak, and that Balmaceda’s downfall was
the consequence of the domestic political situation. In any event,
North’s maneuverings in Chilean nitrates continued until his death
in 1896.

In an epilogue Blakemore makes explicit his position. He counters
interpretations of Marxist historians that the Chilean ruling class
operated in concert with foreign capitalists on behalf of their own
interests and against progressive Chilean nationalists such as Bal-
maceda. He refutes as myth the notion that Balmaceda held clear



BOOK REVIEWS | NATIONAL PERIOD 151

ideas about state intervention in the economy. He aligns with the
opposition to the Allende government which condemned as perversion
the fact that Balmaceda was used as an example of anti-imperialism.
In setting this position Blakemore acknowledges the intellectual in-
fluence but criticizes the interpretation of Chilean Marxist writers
such as Hernan Ramirez Necochea and Julio César Jobet. There may
be some justification in Blakemore’s conclusion that “their views have
been adopted, without, it must be said, any attempt at critical eval-
uation, by other influential social scientists seeking to provide easily-
understood explanations for the complicated reasons for underde-
velopment in Latin America” (p. 245). For whatever the weaknesses
in the work of some Chilean and other Marxists, their framework will
continue, in the mind of this reviewer, to provide for new significant
analysis and interpretation. By identifying his own position in juxta-
position to that of the Marxists, Blakemore helps the reader to relate
his own interpretation to the facts of his case study.

University of California, Riverside Rownarp H. Cum.cote

The Military in Chilean History: Essays on Civil-Military Relations,
1810-1973. By Freperick M. Nunn. Albuquerque, 1976. Uni-
versity of New Mexico Press. Tables. Figures. Bibliographical
Notes. Index. Pp. XIV, 343. Cloth. $15.00.

Frederick Nunn’s most recent book on the Chilean military is much
more than a description of the military in Chilean history as its title
suggests. It is a provocative series of essays which seek to explain
the distinctive character of Chilean military-civil relations in the nine-
teenth century; the effects of military professionalization within the
context of a society undergoing profound socioeconomic change (1891-
1932); the role of the military during the years of seemingly institu-
tionalized formal democracy (1932-1970); and the breakdown of
formal democracy (1970-1973). The book contains as much political
and social history as it does history of the evolution of military in-
stitutions in Chile.

To explain the lack of caudillismo and military intervention in
Chilean politics from 1830-1891, Nunn points to the predominance
of a Basque-Castilian aristocracy fused with military elites; Chile’s
relative ethnic and cultural homogeneity; early development of Chilean
nationalism; a competent, responsible and responsive ruling class



