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in the government and backed these coercive measures. A nationally representative survey 

conducted in 2021 showed that nearly 90% of Taiwanese supported the authority of the 

government’s coercive measures (Wu 2022). Instead of complaining that the government was 

doing too much and crossing the line, the public wanted the Taiwanese government to do more. 

In addition, most disease-prevention measures have not been politicized as they were in other 

countries, with the exception of vaccination policy.  

COVID vaccination policy had two stages of development in Taiwan. There was a vaccine 

shortage in the first stage, from the availability of the first COVID vaccine product to around the 

end of 2021. There was public pressure for the government to acquire as many vaccines as 

quickly as possible. Rationing was required. Priorities were given first to the healthcare workers 

and other workers essential to the disease-prevention mission and second to the population with a 

high risk of a severe or fatal outcome if infected. Vaccine hesitancy was primarily about the 

uncertain nature of the COVID vaccines made available through the Emergency Use 

Authorization (EUA) (Kuan, Lin, and Liu 2022), including the homegrown vaccine developed 

by a Taiwanese company (Lin and Wu 2023). 

In this stage, opposition parties politicized vaccination as they accused the government of 

intentionally delaying and refusing the vaccines the sources in China because the ruling party, 

firstly, abhors China and, secondly, wanted to make money from promoting the vaccine products 

developed by a Taiwanese company (that was accused by the opposition parties of being 

affiliated with the ruling party) (Lin and Wu 2023). While many people were eager to access 

COVID vaccines, conspiracies of high-level corruption in vaccine development and production,1 

                                                       
1 Note that there may be a spillover effect brought by these concerns regarng the homegrown vaccine products. 
Considering that those not aligning with the ruling party – the DPP – were, in general, more suspicious of this 
vaccine brand, only those who were aligned with the ruling party and yet still suspicious would not be taken into 
account, leading to an underestimation of the positive association between the DPP partisan and the supportive 
attitudes. However, because there were vaccine products of other brands available for people during the pandemic, 
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