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The Biomechanics of Erections:
Two- Versus One-Compartment
Pressurized Vessel Modeling of
the Penis
Previous biomechanical models of the penis simulated penile erections utilizing 2D ge-
ometry, simplified 3D geometry or made inaccurate assumptions altogether. These models
designed the shaft of the penis as a one-compartment pressurized vessel fixed at one end
when in reality it is a two-compartment pressurized vessel in which the compartments
diverge as they enter the body and are fixed at two separate anatomic sites. This study
utilizes the more anatomically correct two-compartment penile model to investigate erec-
tile function. Simplified 2D and 3D models of the erect penis were developed using the
finite element method with varying anatomical considerations for analyzing structural
stresses, axial buckling, and lateral deformation. This study then validated the results by
building and testing corresponding physical models. Finally, a more complex and ana-
tomically accurate model of the penis was designed and analyzed. When subject to a
lateral force of 0.5 N, the peak equivalent von Mises (EVM) stress in the two-
compartment model increased by about 31.62%, while in the one-compartment model, the
peak EVM stress increased by as high as 70.11%. The peak EVM stress was 149 kPa in
the more complex and anatomically accurate penile model. When the perforated septum
was removed, the peak EVM stress increased to 455 kPa. This study verified that there is
significant difference between modeling the penis as a two- versus a one-compartment
pressurized vessel. When subjected to external forces, a significant advantage was exhib-
ited by two corporal based cavernosal bodies separated by a perforated septum as
opposed to one corporal body. This is due to better structural integrity of the tunica
albuginea when subjected to external forces. �DOI: 10.1115/1.4002794�
m
echanical/article-pdf/132/12/121004/5772125/121004_1.pdf by guest on 06 June 2023
Introduction
Penile erection usually follows sexual stimulation of the visual,

uditory, and/or tactile senses. Therefore, normal erections depend
n an intact central nervous system and on the intactness of vari-
us autonomic nerves and arteries/veins to supply and drain blood
n and out of the penis �1,2�. Erectile dysfunction, also known as
mpotency, is the inability to develop and maintain an erection
dequate for vaginal intromission. Studies have indicated that the
revalence of erectile dysfunction significantly increases with age
nd that it is more of a physical phenomenon than a psychological
ne �3–5�. A community-based study, which surveyed 1290 men
ged 40–70 years, showed that approximately 40% of men would
xperience some level of erectile dysfunction at age 40, while the
revalence rate increased to almost 70% at age 70. By extrapolat-
ng these results, it is estimated that at least 30 million men suffer
rom some form of erectile dysfunction, with 617,715 new cases
eported annually in the United States alone �3�.

The human penis consists of two main functional compartments
Fig. 1�a��: the paired dorsally located corpora cavernosa, which
onsist of erectile tissue that takes up the majority of the volume
ithin the penis, and a ventral corpus spongiosum that surrounds

he urethra �1,2,6�. A thick fibrous membrane called the tunica
lbuginea surrounds and supports each of the corporal bodies
1,2�. The corpora cavernosa lie in intimate apposition along the
haft of the penis and share a perforated septum. The corporal
odies, however, begin to separate at the junction of the penis
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within the body, as shown in Fig. 1�b�. The corporal bodies di-
verge into the crura and firmly attach to the rami of the pubic arch.

Studies have shown the average outside-body length of an erec-
tion to vary from 128.9 mm to 155.0 mm with approximately
one-third to one-half of the total penis length inside the body �2�.
The tunica albuginea, a bilayered structure containing mostly col-
lagen and some elastin fibers �1,7�, is a 3D structure that provides
great flexibility, rigidity, and tissue strength to the penis �8�. The
collagen fibers have a tensile strength greater than steel, while the
elastin fibers are capable of stretching to 150% of their normal
length. The unique combination of these two elements produces a
tunica tissue that is strong yet compliant �8�. The tunica albuginea
has an average thickness of 2.4 mm �1,8� with a tensile strength of
200 kPa, a Young’s modulus of 12 MPa, and a Poisson’s ratio of
0.4 �9�.

Describing the mechanical behavior of the erect penis enhances
the understanding of normal sexual function of the penis and con-
tributes to a better comprehension of the various conditions of
erectile dysfunction. However, it is not possible to take direct
measurement of internal mechanical behavior/properties of the pe-
nis in vivo with existing technology. For example, it is not pos-
sible to measure the internal stress distributions within and be-
tween the penile tissues. The computer modeling approach has the
potential to fix this gap with its capability of allowing the devel-
opment of biomechanical models of the human penis. Computa-
tional simulations based on these models will help us investigate
and better understand the mechanisms of erectile dysfunction and
explore advanced treatment approaches.

A number of studies have been done to simulate penile erec-
tions using the computer modeling approach, but most of the pre-
vious biomechanical models have either been limited to two-

dimensional �2D� geometry, simplified three-dimensional �3D�
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eometry, or made inaccurate assumptions altogether �4,6,10,11�.
efen et al. developed a 2D biomechanical model for the analysis
f mechanical stresses in the penile tissues �10�. Fibrous plaques,
result of Peyronie’s disease, were included in the model and the

orresponding analysis of the stress distributions was also con-
ucted for this disease. However, as a 2D model, it had limitations
uch as the inability to apply axial loads that would be present
uring intercourse. Linder-Ganz et al. developed a 3D biome-
hanical model of the penis in order to analyze tissue stresses
uring normal and abnormal erections �11�. The limitation of this
odel is that it only considered the section of the penis outside the

ody and did not take into account the complete and true structure
f the penis, which includes the diverging crura attached at the
ubic ramus. Udelson developed a biomechanical model for pe-
ile buckling based on Euler’s formula for a column, in which the
enis was modeled as an isotropic shaft pinned at one end �4�.
owever, as a biological organ that can change volume up to
00% during tumescence, it is more appropriate to model the
enis as a pressurized vessel as opposed to a shaft �6�. Further-
ore, the penis is better modeled as two corporal bodies that

iverge inside the body and are fixed at two locations as opposed
o one. Elayaperumal et al. conducted a biomechanical analysis of
rectile function and compared penile buckling behavior under
xial loading with radial compression �6�. They modeled the penis
s a one-compartment pressurized vessel in their study; however,
two-compartment pressurized vessel in which the compartments
iverge as they enter the body and are fixed at two separate points
ould better model the anatomical structure of the penis and
ould likely yield more meaningful results.
In the present study, a geometrically/anatomically correct two-

ompartment penile model has been developed using a computer
odeling approach to study the physical, biological, and mechani-

al interactions within the penis, and the results were validated
sing physical experimental measurements. For the first time, the
ifferences between modeling the penis as a one-compartment
ressurized vessel versus a more geometrically/anatomically cor-
ect two-compartment pressurized vessel has been investigated.

Materials and Methods
In this study, the average outside length of 152.4 mm and the

nside length of 76.2 mm were modeled for the penis using the
nite element �FE� method, thus assuming that one-third of the

Fig. 1 „a… Cross section of the human penis lo
urethra, and tunica albuginea „from and with pe
the human penis illustrating the divergence of
attach at the pubic ramus „from and with permi
enile length is inside the body.

21004-2 / Vol. 132, DECEMBER 2010
2.1 Simplified Geometric FE Penile Models. Simplified
geometric FE models were developed to analyze the stresses,
buckling load, and lateral deformation of various penile structures
and to compare the results. The corporal bodies were simplified to
cylindrical shapes with varying anatomical parameters for analyz-
ing structural stresses, axial buckling, and lateral deformation. The
commercial FE analysis software package ANSYS �ANSYS Inc.,
Canonsburg, PA� was used to design three different models. The
first model was a geometrically correct model with two cylinders
representing the corporal bodies, which diverged as they entered
the body and were fixed at two separate proximal ends. This
model is referred to as the “two-compartment diverging” model.
In the second model, the penis was designed with one pressurized
cylindrical body whose cross-sectional area was equal to that of
the two corporal bodies’ total cross-sectional areas. This model is
referred to as the “one-compartment same cross-sectional area”
model. In the third model, the penis was designed with one pres-
surized cylindrical body whose circumference was equal to the
total circumference of the two corporal bodies’ total circumfer-
ences. This model is referred to as the “one-compartment same
circumference” model.

The average penile implant placed inside the corpus of a patient
suffering from erectile dysfunction is 12 mm in diameter �6�;
therefore, penile diameters of 10 mm, 12 mm, and 14 mm were
considered for the two-compartment models and their equivalent
one-compartment same cross-sectional area and one-compartment
same circumference models to better understand the sensitivity of
the results in response to mild changes in the size of the corpora
cavernosa. The thickness of the cylindrical models was 2.4 mm,
which was based on the average thickness of the tunica albuginea
�1,8�. The total length of the models was 228.6 mm. The two
cylinders in the two-compartment diverging models diverged at a
length of 152.4 mm, while the length of the curved cylinder,
which represents the crura inside the body, was 76.2 mm. The
distance between the attachment points of the two corporal bodies
was found to be approximately 60 mm.

The tunica albuginea was assumed to be an isotropic, linear
elastic material, which obeyed the following constitutive law in its
tensor form in Eq. �1� �12�. The model was meshed using a four-
node tetrahedron element �Solid 72� in ANSYS, and the FE meshes
were systematically refined until a minimal change in results

ng the corpus cavernosa, corpus spongiosum,
ission of www.penishints.com…. „b… Anatomy of
e corporal bodies as they enter the body and
on of www.vig-rxreview.com….
cati
rm
th
�2–5% difference in the von Mises stresses� was achieved,
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�ij =
1 + v

E
�ij −

v
E

�ij�ij �1�

here E is Young’s modulus and v is Poisson’s ratio for the cor-
esponding materials. The material properties discussed earlier
ere applied to the tunica albuginea. A Young’s modulus of 12
Pa and a Poisson’s ratio of 0.4 were applied �9�.
Four FE analysis jobs with different boundary condition set-

ings were conducted for each of these three models. The bound-
ry conditions included fixed supports and an internal pressure of
3.32 kPa �100 mm Hg�, as illustrated in Fig. 2 in the first FE
nalysis job. In the second FE analysis job, the boundary condi-
ion is an axial force of 5 N applied to the tip of the penis. The
xial force was replaced by a lateral force of 0.5 N and applied on
circular cross-sectional area of 10 mm on the tip of the penis as

he boundary condition in the third FE analysis job. In the fourth
E analysis job, an ANSYS program named “BUCKLING ANALYSIS”
as applied as the boundary condition in which ANSYS gradually

ncreased the applied load until a load level was achieved whereby
he structure becomes unstable, and a small increase in the load
aused a very large deflection. Results from the second FE analy-
is job were used as the initial conditions in the fourth FE analysis
ob. The peak equivalent von Mises �EVM� stress, lateral defor-
ation, and buckling load were pulled out for each boundary

ondition from the FE analysis results. The peak EVM stress is
sed in many failure or yield criteria. This stress represents a
niaxial equivalent of the multi-axial stress state that the pressur-
zed vessels experienced. Since the assumption is that the tunica
lbuginea will fail at 200 kPa, which is referred to as the critical
tress ��crit�, it will be presumed that the pressurized finite ele-
ent analysis �FEA� penile models will fail when the equivalent

(a)

(b)

ig. 2 Schematic drawing of boundary conditions of „a… two-
ompartment model and „b… same cross-sectional area and
ame circumference model
tress ��e� is greater or equal to the critical stress �13�.

ournal of Biomechanical Engineering
2.2 Physical Penile Models and Validation Study. In order
to validate the results obtained from the simplified geometric FE
models, physical models were developed correspondingly. Three
cylindrical models were fabricated out of acrylonitrile butadiene
styrene �ABS� plastic �Stratasys, Inc., Eden Prairie, MN� using a
rapid prototyping �RP� machine �Stratasys Dimension 1200es,
Stratasys, Inc.�, and each of them was coated with a thin layer of
petroleum jelly. The cylinders were carefully wrapped in bandages
with fiber alignment similar to that of the tunica albuginea creat-
ing a sleeve like assembly with a thickness of about 2.4 mm. The
petroleum jelly facilitated the removal of the sleeve from the fab-
ricated model. The inner layer, composed of elastic first aid tape
�Nexcare Athletic Wrap, 3M, St. Paul, MN�, had an expandability
characteristic similar to that of the tunica albuginea �6�. The outer
layer composed of a cloth bandage �Kling Gauze Roll bandage,
Johnson & Johnson, New Brunswick, NJ� limited the expandabil-
ity of the vessel, again, similar to the outer layer of the tunica
albuginea. For the two-compartment models, the procedure was
repeated twice to fabricate two identical sleeves. The two sleeves
were then placed side-by-side and fixed together with another
layer of cloth bandage wrap.

A nonlubricated condom �Trojan Nonlubricated, Trojan, Prince-
ton, NJ� was then placed inside each sleeve. The sleeves were
slipped onto the end of a H2O column manometer. The sleeves
were clamped with an adjustable clamp to ensure that no water
leakage occurred. The column manometer was then filled with
water to a height of equivalent to 100 mm Hg, which in turn filled
up the sleeves with an applied internal pressure of approximately
13.32 kPa. The conjunction of the sleeve with the H2O column
was firmly fixed in all directions and in the case of the two-
compartment models the distance between the attachment points
of the two sleeves was 60 mm.

Once the sleeve was firmly attached to the column, a lateral
deformation test was performed. As illustrated in Fig. 3�a�, a digi-
tal force gauge �DPS-11, Imada, Inc., Northbrook, IL� was used to
apply a 0.5 N lateral force at the tip of the physical model, just
like in the FEA model, and the displacement of the tip was re-
corded. The test was repeated five times for each model. An axial
load was then applied at the tip of the penis using the digital force
gauge in order to measure the buckling load �Fig. 3�b��. The buck-
ling load was measured by setting the force gauge’s “peak mode”
on. This mode continuously updated the force gauge reading with
the largest force applied. Hence, an increasing axial load was
applied until the force recorded by the force gauge reached a
maximum. This test was also repeated five times for each model.

2.3 Advanced Anatomically Correct FE Penile Model. An
advanced anatomical correct FE penile model, which represents
the most anatomically correct model of the penis to the best of our
knowledge, was developed, and the key differences between hav-
ing two pressurized corporal bodies fixed at the pubic ramus and
one pressurized corporal body fixed at one end were analyzed. A
biomechanical model based on the model by Gefen et al. was
modeled �10�. The dimensions of their 2D model were measured
then redesigned in ANSYS. The 2D design was then extruded into a
3D model, with the two corporal bodies diverging as they entered
the body. Again, each corporal body was fixed at one end, an
internal pressure of 13.32 KPa was applied inside the corporal
bodies, and the peak EVM stress was analyzed. The skin was
introduced in this model with a Young’s modulus and a Poisson’s
ratio of 0.5 MPa and 0.4, respectively �14�. Finally, the septum
between the two corporal bodies in the 2D model was removed.
The 2D model was then extruded into a 3D model, fixed at one
end, the peak EVM stress was analyzed and a BUCKLING ANALYSIS

was conducted, and the results of both models were then com-

pared side-by-side.

DECEMBER 2010, Vol. 132 / 121004-3
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Results

3.1 Simplified Geometric FE Penile Models. Figure 4�a�
hows the FE mesh of the 12 mm two-compartment diverging
odel using a tetrahedron solid element for a total of 50,360

lements and 95,651 nodes �exported from ANSYS, side-by-side
ith its respective mesh�. The EVM stress distributions through-
ut this 12 mm 3D two-compartment diverging model, induced by
pplying an internal pressure of 13.32 kPa, are shown in Fig. 4�b�.
he two-compartment diverging model experienced maximum
nd minimum stresses of 67,735 Pa and 54.546 Pa, respectively.
istributions of the EVM stresses over 50 kPa induced by apply-

ng an internal pressure of 13.32 kPa in the above 12 mm 3D
wo-compartment diverging simplified tunica albuginea model are
hown in Fig. 5�a�. For comparison, distributions of the EVM
tresses over 50 kPa induced by applying an internal pressure of
3.32 kPa in the 17 mm one-compartment simplified tunica albug-
nea model are shown in Fig. 5�b�. We can clearly see that signifi-
antly different EVM stress distributions were generated in these

(a)

Fig. 3 Schematic drawing of „a… applying a late
the penis model and „b… applying an axial force
the buckling load of the physical model

(a)

Fig. 4 „a… The EVM stress distributions throu
model induced by an internal pressure of 13.32

diverging model using a tetrahedron solid element

21004-4 / Vol. 132, DECEMBER 2010
two models even with the same internal pressure of 13.32 kPa.
The FE analysis results induced by a variety of inputs based on

the 12 mm 3D two-compartment diverging model and its related
models are summarized in Table 1. As expected, there is a differ-
ence in the peak EVM stress between modeling the penis as a
one-compartment pressurized vessel and a two-compartment pres-
surized vessel. An internal pressure of 13.32 kPa induced remark-
able differences in the peak EVM stress in the 12 mm two-
compartment diverging vessel model and 17 mm one-
compartment and 24 mm one-compartment pressurized vessel
models. As observed in Table 1, the highest stresses were found in
the 24 mm one-compartment pressurized vessel with the same
total circumference, with a peak EVM of 100 kPa. All peak
stresses for all three models, however, were well below the critical
stress ��crit� of the tunica albuginea, which is 200 kPa.

When a relatively small lateral force of 0.5 N was applied at the
tip of the simplified penile models, it was observed that the 17
mm one-compartment and 24 mm one-compartment pressurized

(b)

force in the direction of the arrow to the tip of
the direction represented by the arrow to test

(b)

ut the 12 mm 3D two-compartment diverging
a. „b… FE mesh of the 12 mm two-compartment
ral
in
gho
kP
for a total of 50,360 elements and 95,651 nodes.
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essels experienced a higher peak EVM stress than the 12 mm
wo-compartment diverging vessel, as seen in Table 1. It can also
e seen in Table 2 that the percent increase in the peak EVM
tress due to the lateral force in the 17 mm and 24 mm one-
ompartment pressurized vessels is also higher than that of the 12
m two-compartment diverging vessel. Moreover, the 17 mm

ne-compartment pressurized vessel model experienced stresses
s high as 222 kPa, which exceeds the critical stress of the tunica
lbuginea. Consequently, Table 1 shows that there was also larger
ateral deformation in the direction of the force applied when
ooking at the one-compartment vessels in comparison to the two-
ompartment diverging vessel.

The buckling load was also investigated for each model in this
tudy. For vaginal penetration, it is necessary to reach a penile
igidity of 5 N or 500 g of force without bending �12�. As seen in
able 1, the results demonstrated that all three models have a
igher buckling load than the minimum, and thus intromission is
ossible for all three.

It was also observed that the peak EVM stress in the 12 mm
wo-compartment model was concentrated around the curvature of
he tunica albuginea, specifically at the 3 and 9 o’clock locations.
owever, in the 17 mm one-compartment model, the maximum

tresses exceeding 50 kPa were observed throughout the pressur-
zed vessel and covered a more predominant area than in the two-
ompartment model.

3.2 Physical Penile Models and Validation Results. The lat-
ral deformation test for each of the physical models �10 mm, 12
m, 14 mm, and their equivalent one-compartment models� was

erformed once the sleeve was firmly attached to the H2O column
anometer. After applying a 0.5 N lateral force at the tip of the

hysical model, recording the displacement of the tip, and repeat-
ng the test five times for each model, the results were compiled in
able 3 and graphed in Figs. 6�a� and 6�b�. On the same graph, the

(a)

Fig. 5 „a… Distributions of the EVM stresses ove
of 13.32 kPa in „a… the 12 mm two-compartmen
„b… the 17 mm one-compartment simplified tuni

Table 1 Results co

Model

Peak EVM
stress
�Pa�

Peak EVM
axial forc

�Pa

12 mm
two-compartment diverging 67,735 96,9

17 mm
one-compartment 65,943 87,1

24 mm
one-compartment 85,212 99,9
ournal of Biomechanical Engineering
results from the FE models were graphed in order to compare the
two sets of data side-by-side. The standard error was calculated
for the five measurements taken for each model, as well as the
relative error between the physical model measurements and the
FE penile model results in order to validate the results.

3.3 Advanced Anatomically FE Penile Model. The most
anatomically correct penile model, which includes the skin, tunica
albuginea, and corpus cavernosa, was developed by Gefen et al. in
2002. The stress distribution results based on this penile model in
2D is shown in Fig. 7, which is subjected to an internal pressure
Pi. However, a major limitation of this model is that it is a 2D
penile model. In the present study, the most anatomically correct
3D penile model has been constructed by extruding the 2D penile
model developed by Gefen et al. �Figs. 8�a� and 8�b��.

FE analysis was conducted based on this 3D penile model after
fixing the two proximal ends and applying an internal pressure of
13.32 kPa to the corporal cavernosal bodies, and the FE analysis
results are shown in Fig. 8�b�. The peak EVM stress was found to
be about 149 kPa. Using the BUCKLING ANALYSIS feature in ANSYS,
the buckling load for this model was found to be 11.82 N �1182 g
of force�. It can also be seen that the tunica albuginea is indeed the
load bearing tissue in the penis since the skin experienced rela-
tively small stresses as a result of the simulated erection. We then
removed the septum between the two corporal bodies and remod-
eled the penis as a one-compartment pressurized vessel to inves-
tigate the difference between two- and one-compartment models
in the most anatomically correct case. FE analysis results based on
the one-compartment penile model show a peak EVM stress as
high as 455 kPa in the tunica albuginea �Fig. 9�.

4 Discussion and Conclusions
The objective of this study is to investigate the difference be-

tween modeling the penis as a one-compartment pressurized ves-

(b)

0 kPa induced by applying an internal pressure
verging simplified tunica albuginea model and
albuginea model

ted for each model

ress
N�

Peak EVM stress
lateral force �0.5 N�

�Pa�

Lateral
deformation

�mm�

Buckling
load
�N�

99,052 5 13.44

220,600 21 10.71

138,860 9 79.80
r 5
t di
llec

st
e �5
�

06

03

95
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el and the more anatomically correct two-compartment pressur-
zed vessel. Before attempting to model complex anatomical
eometries of the penis, simplified geometric models were de-
igned in which the penile corporal bodies were shaped into pres-
urized cylinders. In this way, corresponding physical models
ere successfully constructed and experimental measurements

rom these physical models were used as validation data to evalu-
te the performance of the FE modeling approach used to model
he penis in this study. As a result in comparing the lateral defor-

ation in the FE model results with the experimental measure-
ents �Figs. 6�a� and 6�b��, it is evident that the lateral deforma-

ion of the penile body decreases as the diameter of the corporal
odies increases in both models. The relative error between the
hysical penile model and the FE penile model ranged from
0.8% to 43.1% �Table 3�, with an average relative error of 23.3%
or all nine models. Given that the experimental results were de-
ived from penile models fabricated with material similar to that
f the penile tissue, high relative error values were expected and
herefore deemed acceptable. Thus, the modeling approach used
o model the simplified geometries of the penile models was vali-
ated by the corresponding physical models and was ready to be
sed in modeling more complex and anatomically accurate geom-
tries of the penis.

Distinct differences were observed between the one-
ompartment pressurized vessel and two-compartment pressurized

able 2 The percent increase in peak EVM stresses due to a
ateral force of 0.5 N

odel
Increase of peak EVM stress

�%�

2 mm two-compartment diverging 31.62
7 mm one-compartment 70.11
4 mm one-compartment 38.63

Table 3 Lateral deformation calculations for

odel 14.1 17 19.8 20

ean lateral deformation �mm� 36.2 25.8 17.0 15.8
EA lateral deformation �mm� 36.7 21.0 14.5 15.2
tandard error �� � 0.58 0.96 0.54 0.73
elative error �%� 10.79 22.97 17.33 11.6

(a)

Fig. 6 „a… Comparison of lateral deformation induced by ap
vessel model and the corresponding physical model. „b… C

lateral force in the two-compartment pressurized vessel model

21004-6 / Vol. 132, DECEMBER 2010
vessels when looking at the von Mises stress distributions and the
peak EVM stresses. The buckling loads also varied between these
two pressurized models as observed in Table 1, yet based on buck-
ling load analysis both the one- and two-compartment pressurized
vessels would be capable of vaginal intromission �which requires
a minimum buckling load of 5 N or 500 g of force�.

The most significant difference between the two models was
evident when external lateral forces were applied. For example,
when comparing the two-compartment diverging and the one-
compartment same circumference pressurized models, there is a
clear difference in the peak EVM stress distribution. In the latter,
the tunica albuginea is subject to a more predominant area of peak
stresses �Figs. 5�a� and 5�b��. These results suggest that simplify-
ing the penis geometry to a single pressurized vessel �or an iso-

sical penile models versus FE penile models

24 28 10 diverging 12 diverging 14 diverging

12.4 7.20 7.80 6.60 4.20
9.00 6.12 6.3 4.61 3.34
0.40 0.37 0.37 0.4 0.37
37.75 17.58 22.76 43.10 25.68

(b)

ng a 0.5 N lateral force in the one-compartment pressurized
parison of lateral deformation induced by applying a 0.5 N

Fig. 7 A more anatomically correct 2D FE model developed by
Gefen et al. in 2002 with an internal pressure „Pi… of 13.32 kPa,
and the material properties of the skin and tunica albuginea
„from Ref. †10‡, with permission of the International Journal of
Impotence Research…
phy

4

plyi
om
and the corresponding physical model.
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ropic shaft� will yield inaccurate results as to how the penis will
ealistically experience stress distributions as well as its buckling
oad and its lateral deformation due to external forces. It was also
bserved that there was a difference in the von Mises stress dis-
ribution as well as in the peak EVM stress when considering the
eometry of the penis sections inside and outside the body due to
he curvature in the corporal cavernosal bodies as they diverge
nd attach at the pubic arch. Hence, future biomechanical models
f the penis should not only consider modeling the penis as a

(a)

Tunica
Albuginea

(b)

ig. 8 „a… FE mesh of the more anatomically correct 3D penile
odel and „b… the EVM stress distributions of the more ana-

omically correct 3D penile model, as a result of fixing the two
roximal ends and applying an internal pressure of 13.32 kPa

o the corporal cavernosal bodies

ig. 9 The EVM stress distributions of the modified one-
ompartment 3D model of the more anatomically correct penile
odel as a result of removing the perforated septum that sepa-

ates the corporal bodies, fixing the model at one end, and ap-

lying an internal pressure of 13.32 kPa

ournal of Biomechanical Engineering
two-compartment pressurized vessel but must also consider the
proximal diverging characteristic of the corporal bodies.

Furthermore, it was interesting to observe that the peak EVM
stress was mostly concentrated around the inner curvature of the
corporal bodies �3 and 9 o’clock positions of the right and left
corpus cavernosa, respectively� in the two-compartment diverging
pressurized models �Fig. 5�a��. A study has shown that most of the
reported penile fractures indeed initiate at this relatively thin re-
gion �3 or 9 o’clock� �8�. It would be interesting and clinically
important to pursue a further study in which rupturing of the tu-
nica albuginea occurs and to correlate these results with those of
the peak EVM stress achieved based on the penile model. In this
study, the models suggested that there is indeed a correlation be-
tween the location of the rupture and the curvature of the tunica
albuginea as it enters and diverges inside the body.

Most cases, in which blunt trauma is the cause of impotence,
occur when the penis slips out of the vagina and is subsequently
thrust against the partner’s pubic bone during intercourse or dur-
ing masturbation due to abnormal bending �1�. In order to simu-
late these cases, a relatively small lateral force was applied to the
penile models. Through a corresponding FE analysis, we found
that the peak EVM stress in the one-compartment pressurized ves-
sel increased considerably, exceeding the �crit of the tunica albug-
inea. This indicates that a one-compartment pressurized vessel is
highly unstable under lateral forces and suggests that rupturing of
the tunica albuginea might very well occur in this situation. On
the other hand, the peak EVM stress in the two-compartment di-
verging pressurized vessels remained much lower than the �crit, as
observed in Tables 1 and 2. Hence, this study clearly indicates that
the two-compartment pressurized vessel has greater structural in-
tegrity than the one-compartment pressurized vessel when sub-
jected to external forces. Therefore, it is fair to speculate that for
this reason the anatomical configuration in which the penis has
two pressurized corporal bodies instead of one is favored due to
decreased susceptibility to injury.

We also found that when we removed the perforated septum
that separates the two corporal bodies in the more anatomically
correct penile model �Fig. 9�, the simulated peak EVM stress in-
creased to 455 kPa, well beyond the �crit of the tunica albuginea,
which is 200 kPa. These extremely high stresses were partly due
to the large increase in the hoop stress as a result of removing the
septum and increasing the inner radius of the compartment. This
finding reinforced the observation that there is indeed a difference
between modeling the penis as a one-compartment pressurized
vessel and the more anatomically correct two-compartment pres-
surized vessel. It also clearly shows that the anatomy of the penis
with two corporal cavernosal bodies separated by a perforated
septum is key to the structural integrity of the tunica albuginea
since having one corporal body would result in the rupturing of
the tunica albuginea once full erection is achieved.

This study modeled the penis in 3D with two corpora cavern-
osal bodies fixed at the pelvic arch. The advanced anatomical FE
penile model developed in this study represents the most compre-
hensive penile model in the erectile function research field. How-
ever, the biomechanical model of the penis can still be improved
in order to enhance the understanding of normal erectile functions,
erectile dysfunction conditions, and associated alternative treat-
ments. For example, Zhang et al. developed a computer modeling
approach for modeling human organ systems using the subject’s
specific magnetoresistant �MR� images �15�. Similarly, a more
realistic geometric penile model could be developed from the MR
images of the penis to include more anatomical details �16�. Ad-
ditionally, we are performing biomechanical testing procedures on
soft tissue specimens harvested from fresh cadavers to develop a
soft tissue property database. Upon completion of this soft tissue
property database, the penile model could be further refined by

using viscoelastic material properties for the penile tissues in-
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olved in the penile models �17–19�. Results based on refined
enile models would more accurately represent the biomechanical
ehavior of the penis �20–23�.

In conclusion, a significant difference was demonstrated be-
ween modeling the penis as a two- versus a one-compartment
ressurized vessel. Based on this finding, an advanced anatomical
enile model has been developed to generate more accurate simu-
ation results of the biomechanical behavior of the penis. Addi-
ionally, a distinct advantage was observed by having two corporal
ased cavernosal bodies separated by a perforated septum that
iverge as they enter the body and attach at two separate points, as
pposed to one corporal body attached at one end. This is due to
he better structural integrity of the tunica albuginea when sub-
ected to external forces, specifically lateral forces.
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