Book Reviews
SEEING THE ELEPHANT. Lettersof R. R. Taylor, Forty-niner.Edited by John
Walton Caughey. The Ward RitchiePress, 1951 Pp. xv, 107 8vo Ills. $7.50

In the Gold Rushdays of '49, one who had been to the mines,
had mined successfully
the inconor unsuccessfully,
had suffered
veniencesthat were attendantto livingat the diggings,and who
had triedhis hand at variousofthe lucrativeoccupations- either
at the minesor in the hurly-burly
townof San Francisco- had
"seen the elephant".
R. R. Taylor,"R. R." in his letters,even to his wife,was one
who had "seen the elephant." He wrotea wholesheafoflettersto
his wifeat home,thatgave moreinteresting
detailsoflifein Californiaand thejourneyto theminesthanweregivenby theaverage
gold seekerof thatera. Those lettershave now been printedin a
beautifulbook by the Ward RitchiePress underthe cryptictitle
"Seeing the Elephant."
The Taylor letters,19 in number,give a vivid description
of
the sea tripto Panama, acrossthe Isthmus,and up the westcoast
to San Francisco. On the firstlap of the voyage"R. R." traveled
a littlemoreluxuriouslythan did manya '49er. He seemedwell
suppliedwith money,and it was only afterleaving Panama that
hismoneyboughthimno specialfavors.
An interesting
interludeon thefirst
halfofthetripwas a forced
vessel,where
stopin New Orleans,waitingfora moresea-worthy
and
his
to
all
used
tell
he
he
saw.
eyes
descriptive
powers
His unsuccessful
miningventuresand his equally unsuccessful
to make moneyby clerkingin storesbothat the minesand
efforts
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By J. GreggLayne

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

THE DICTIONARY ÇF CALIFORNIA LAND NAMES. Compüed by РЫ1 Townsend Hanna. Revisedand enlarged. The AutomobileClub of SouthernCalifornia
Los Angeles,1951. Pp. xxii,392 Octavo$5.

In 1946 Phil TownsendHanna prepared,and the Automobile
Club of SouthernCaliforniapublished,his fine "Dictionary of
California Land Names." That editionhas been exhaustedfor
several years, and now the same compilerand publisherhave
broughtout a new and greatlyenlargededitionof the valuable
has
book. New nameshave been added,an extendedbibliography
havebeenmade.
beencompiled,and somecorrections
The Dictionary of California Land Names is invaluableto
theman or womanwhowantsinformation
quicklyuponsometown
or localitywithinthe state. Not too large,it can easilybe slipped
intoa coatpocketor carriedin one'stravelingbag. It is ofgreatest
aid in creatinga keenerinterestin a vacationtour,or a businessor
pleasuretripup and downthestate.
As an exampleof the mannerin whichthe "Dictionary"has
the localityin Death Valley, named
has been broughtup-to-date,
DesolationCanyon,hardlythreeyearsago,on January8th,1949,at
FurnaceCreekInn, at themeetingheldto organizethenow famous
pageantthattookplace laterthatyear,is givenand fullydescribed
in thisnew editionoftheDictionary of California Land Names.
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in San Francisco,quicklyawakenedhim to the factthathis New
Englandhomewas the place forhim and he tookadvantageofthe
earliestopportunity
toreturntoit.
The Taylor lettersare amongthe bestthathave appearedin
writtenand besidesthe vivid
print. They were understandingly
he
of
pictures gives the mines he pictureslife in San Francisco
graphically.
Dr JohnCaughey'seditingand notationshave made theletters
- Ward
intoa worthwhile
bookforthestudentofCaliforniahistory
Ritchie'sdesigningand printinghave made it a bookto be desired
by any booklover,and the size of the edition- but 250 copiesmakesthishandsomevolumean itemto be soughtand guardedby
the collector.

