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THE DICTIONARY ÇF CALIFORNIA LAND NAMES. Compüed by РЫ1 Townsend Hanna. Revisedand enlarged. The AutomobileClub of SouthernCalifornia
Los Angeles,1951. Pp. xxii,392 Octavo$5.

In 1946 Phil TownsendHanna prepared,and the Automobile
Club of SouthernCaliforniapublished,his fine "Dictionary of
California Land Names." That editionhas been exhaustedfor
several years, and now the same compilerand publisherhave
broughtout a new and greatlyenlargededitionof the valuable
has
book. New nameshave been added,an extendedbibliography
havebeenmade.
beencompiled,and somecorrections
The Dictionary of California Land Names is invaluableto
theman or womanwhowantsinformation
quicklyuponsometown
or localitywithinthe state. Not too large,it can easilybe slipped
intoa coatpocketor carriedin one'stravelingbag. It is ofgreatest
aid in creatinga keenerinterestin a vacationtour,or a businessor
pleasuretripup and downthestate.
As an exampleof the mannerin whichthe "Dictionary"has
the localityin Death Valley, named
has been broughtup-to-date,
DesolationCanyon,hardlythreeyearsago,on January8th,1949,at
FurnaceCreekInn, at themeetingheldto organizethenow famous
pageantthattookplace laterthatyear,is givenand fullydescribed
in thisnew editionoftheDictionary of California Land Names.
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in San Francisco,quicklyawakenedhim to the factthathis New
Englandhomewas the place forhim and he tookadvantageofthe
earliestopportunity
toreturntoit.
The Taylor lettersare amongthe bestthathave appearedin
writtenand besidesthe vivid
print. They were understandingly
he
of
pictures gives the mines he pictureslife in San Francisco
graphically.
Dr JohnCaughey'seditingand notationshave made theletters
- Ward
intoa worthwhile
bookforthestudentofCaliforniahistory
Ritchie'sdesigningand printinghave made it a bookto be desired
by any booklover,and the size of the edition- but 250 copiesmakesthishandsomevolumean itemto be soughtand guardedby
the collector.

BookReviews
of
Thereare otheradditionsas new in name,and manydescriptions
names
been
have
place
expanded.
As a reference
bookthe "Dictionary"is valuable and the comforaccuracygivesit authenticity.
piler'sreputation

Those who have read RobertO'Brien'sThis is San Francisco
will want to read and own his latest book, California Called
Them,a bookofhistoryand ancedotesoftheMotherLode,theShasta country,
and thecrossroadsoftheSierra- Truckee.
Many bookshave been writtenon the MotherLode country,
feweron Truckee,and but a veryfewdescriptions
eitherin bookor
magazineformhave been writtenof Shasta or Yreka. RobertO'has donefulljusticetoall theseinteresting
localities
Brien,however,
in his new book and tells moreabout Shasta Cityand the Mount
Shastacountry
thanmanyofus have everknown.
His chapterson Columbia,Angel's Camp and Murphy'sgive
muchnew material. One nevertiresofreadingabout Columbiaor
Murphy'sCamp,and writtenin O'Brienseasystyle,thenewmaterial we have here enrichesthe literatureof the Gold Rush and the
countryit affected.
McGraw-Hillhave done a nice piece of bookmaking. The
bookwill be a valuable additionto any libraryof Californiana.
OBSERVATION IN LOWER CALIFORNIA. By JohannJakobBaegert,S. J. Translated fromthe originalGerman,with an introduction
and notesby M. M. Brandenburgand Carl L. Bauman. Universityof CaliforniaPress,Berkeleyand Los
Angeles,1952. Pp. xx,218, Index,Maps and Ills. 8vo.$5.00.

When theirmissionary
fieldwas givento the Franciscansand
Jesuitmissionaries,
who had workedthere,
Dominicans,the fifteen
from
Lower
so
often
were expelled
referredto as the
California,
"Motherof California." Amongthemwas FatherJohannJakob
Baegert. He returnedto his nativeGermany,and at Mannheim,
in 1771,publishedhis "Observationsin Lower California." This
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CALIFORNIA CALLED THEM. A Saga of Golden Days and RoaringCamps. By
RobertO'Brien. Illustratedby AntonioSotomayer. McGraw-HillBook Company,
Inc. New York. Pp. xv,251 8vo $4.00.

