Book Reviews
Fiftyyearsago the HistoricalSocietyof SouthernCalifornia
Annual (of 1909-10) publishedRockwellD. Hunt's article,"SignificantEventsin CaliforniaHistory."Since Dr. Hunt was, and is,
a historianin the truemeaningofthe term,and nota prophet,he
couldnotthenhave includedat leastfouroftheeventshe nowhas
chosenfor his latestwork,FifteenDecisive Eventsof California
and theunfoldingof
History.Thus the courseof our Statehistory,
the life and timesof thisgrandold man of Californialetters!No
livingwriterof the historyof the GoldenStateis bettergrounded
fora fewofthis
thanhe to evaluatethecrucialeventsin itshistory,
or any othergeneration
have studiedthishistorylongeror actually
witnessed
a greaterspanofit.
The readerofthisreviewshouldnotallow it to be a substitute
the
for studyofthebook. Let thereaderhave thepleasureofdiscovselectionsare.
eringfromthevolumeitselfwhatDr. Hunt'sfifteen
Yet let him understand
here,as theauthorsaysin thePreface,that
the numberselectedis not intendedas eithera magical or a final
sum totalof pivotalevents,but as simplya selectionlarge enough
forvariety'ssake and small enough"to avoid the pitfallsof particularism."Sufficeto revealherethatthe timeperiodcoveredextendsfromDiscoveryin 1542 to theUnitedNationsmeetingin San
Franciscoin 1945; thateightoftheeventschosenfallin thedramapacked19thCentury;and thatfourfall in thepresentcenturybut
as the developmentof the citrus,
do not includesuch occurrences
the populationexplosionat
motionpictureor airframeindustries,
water
in
for
SouthernCalifornia.Three
or
the
struggle
mid-century,
of the fifteeneventsdid noteven occurin California.Nor is there
a militarybattleamongthem,althoughtwohave militaryconnectionand othersare predominately
political,religious,social or ecoDr. Huntventures
nomic. Finally,forhis fifteenth
selection,
boldly
area of contemporary
intothe difficult
historyand, out of the exyears,writesa heartwarmperienceand wisdomof his ninety-two
In
this
and
of
faith
he
bends- somewould say
hope.
ing essay
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FIFTEEN DECISIVE EVENTS OF CALIFORNIA HISTORY, by RockwellD. Hunt.
(The HistoricalSocietyof SouthernCalifornia,Los Angeles,1959.) Introduction
by Gustave O. Arlt; indexed; bibliography;illustrated.Pp. xxii, 91; cloth; twocolorpictorialjacket. $5.00 (discountedto Societymembersand SocietyBook Club
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THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

by E. L Edwards, (The Westernlore
DESERT VOICES, A DescriptiveBibliography,
Press,Los Angeles,1958) Pp. xxviii,215. $12.50

E. I. Edwards,writer,bookcollector,businessconsultant,
does
timid
band
of
that
to
who
notbelong
bibliographers describetheir
as being "selective"- a wordthatservesas a shield
compilations
againstthe shaftsof criticswho findfavoritebooksmissing.
Instead,out of his twentyyearsof followingdesertlore and
he boldlystatesthathis purposein DesertVoicesis to
literature,
theknownbookson our Californiadesertswithsuffici"all
present
readent commenton each to stimulatethe urge forexploratory
ing."
While no one man could quite achieve that aim, the book
achievement.
Edwardshas producedis a magnificent
DesertVoicesis no merelistingof books. It is an assemblage
in one fat,happy,and handsomevolumeof one man's reactionsto
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breaks- therulesofhistorywriting;who in his fieldhas a better
right?
In furtheranalysisof Dr. Hunt's selectionsone may say that
or mostsurprising
or
theyare not necessarilythe mostinteresting
such
abound.
mostcontroversial
events,although
Rather,
qualities
theyare as announcedin thebooktitle:decisive.One neednotexany discoveriesbased on new research.What one
pect,therefore,
boiled and simmeredand finallydiscan expectis interpretation,
tilledintotheessenceoftheveteranauthor'sevaluationofthestory
and thedestinyofhisbelovedCalifornia.
ReadersoftheQuarterly havehad theopportunity
ofreading
thesechaptersas theyappearedserially,but everystudentof the
volStatehistorywill wantto have the collectionin one attractive
ume. Broughttogetherthus,the essaysarch overthe full expanse
manner.For the
of California'sstoryin a surprisingly
satisfactory
a
as
serve
student
his appeintroduction,
good
they
young
whetting
tite forbroadersearching.For the moreexperiencedreaderthey
course,and possiblya new pointofview.
providea goodrefresher
For both categoriesof studentsthe carefullydone, chapter-byis a valuable addition.Dr. GustaveO. Arlt's
chapterbibliography
and the fifteenplates contributeto the
Introduction
thoughtful
volume.
of
the
and
pleasure utility
This is Volume 4 in the Society'sSpecial Book Publications
Series. Again LorrinL. Morrisonhas designedand produceda
book to satisfythosewho are proud to own worthwhileliterary
-Robert W. King.
worksin enduringeditionsfinelycrafted.

