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of his son. And he made a fastrecoveryby dealingMonte,his old
standbygamblinggame,so thatjustbeforehis deathat past94, he
was able to have a frienddig into his cellar floorand recover
$7,500.00 which he had buried for an emergency.
If you want the storyof one of the West's shadycharacters,
thisbookshouldgiveit to you.- LorrinL. Morrison.

Listed as SouthernCalifornia- An informalhistoryand
guide,"Mr. O'Dell saysit is "informalin the sensethatthingsleft
out had been leftout on purpose." The stylein whichthe author
writesis a combination
of novelist,humorist,
newspapercolumnist
and historianwhich,all in all, makesforenjoyableand informative
reading.
"Countryof the Sun" describesthe originand development
of the nine SouthernCaliforniacounties: San Diego, Imperial,
Riverside,Ventura,Santa Barbara,Inyo,
Orange,San Bernardino,
and Los Angeles.Not onlydoes it containa comprehensive
history
of each countybut also givesinteresting
sideand oftenoverlooked
and
San
from
the
is
covered
lights
legends.
beginning
Diego
throughthe "Juan Jose"Warnerepisodes,and Hortonand Kate
Sessionsperiods. The Imperial Countychapterincludesthe Patand the fate of the "Topoloties,the Yuma Crossingdifficulties
in
1922.
reiterates
bompo"
OrangeCounty
portionsofthe storyof
RichardHenryDana. ScottO'Dell tells of how JoaquinMurietta
came to the Californiagold fieldswherehe was beaten,and Car- thushe turnedavenger.
men,hispretty
youngwife,was murdered
San Bernardino
bringsin the"Jed"Smithstory,theLugos,Wilsons,
and the Mormonsettlement.The chapteron Riversidetells the
legendsof the lost Spanishgalleon and the WhiteCamel - a descendantof one of Beale's animals. Venturais about the Chumashansor the people of the red canoes and the lost woman of
the San NicholasIsland. Santa Barbarachapteragain quotesfrom
Dana, tells of JoséLoberoand Milo Potter.Inyo Countycontains
Death Valley, called "Tomesha" (GroundAfire) by the Indians,
and so tellsoftheJayhawkers
and themines,includingthelegendary Lost Gunsight.Of course,therewas the borax twentymule
teamsand Death Valley Scotty.The Los AngelesCountychapter,
last but by farnottheleast,tellsofhow Los Angelesis pronounced
many ways but usually is referredto as just "L.A.": the Indian
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name for this area was "Yang-na." O'Dell says that strangely
enough thereis not even a streetnamed afterFelipe de Neve,
founderof the City,or Father Serra. Incidentsare given of the
lawlessfiftiesand sixtiesand the troublesthe sheriffs
had in their
attemptsto keep law and order. This chapterincludesthe Cerro
Gordo,the P. Banning and Collis P. Huntingtonrailroadswith
theliteralfightforwaterwithOwensValley.
At the end ofthechapteron thevariouscountiesare inspiring
listsof "Places to Go" withbriefdescriptions.There is also a list
of "Fiestas,Festivals,and Events" enumeratedaccordingto the
month. Any attemptto see thesescenicand historicalspotsor to
attendeven a portionof the eventswould make anyone'scalendar
veryfull. To make the book even morecomplete,thereare sug- Mrs. JosephM. Northgestedbooksforsupplementary
reading.
rop.

