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This book not only portraysthe life of one of
the great pioneersin science, but it also gives the
reader insight into the individual hardshipsthat
often confront scientists in the pursuit of their
discoveries. This book should be recommended
for the junior high school student. The more
complex chapters concerning Mendel's investigations are written in a clear and concise
method, so that the more inexperiencedstudent
can comprehend them. The book would make
an excellent additionto the supplementaryreading lists of a junior high school general science
or biology class. The book gains its readability
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BACTO-ORCHID AGAR is a dehydrated culture medium to be used in
the germination of orchid seedlings.
It is prepared in accordance with the
formula suggested by Knudson in
the American Orchid Society Bulletin, 15:214:1946.
To rehydrate the medium suspend 37
grams of the powder in 1000 ml. of
cold distilled water and heat to boiling to dissolve the medium completely. Sterilize in the usual manner.
The reaction of the medium subsequent to sterilization is pH 5.0.
Bacto-Orchid Agar is distributed in
standard packages of 1 pound and
1/4 pound, each pound being sufficient for the preparation of approximately 12.3 liters of complete medium.

$4.95, Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1965.
The electron is one of the major concepts of
the world. Without knowledge of the properties
of this particle, we would not have the civilization we do today.
Eventually the nature of the electron and the
proton would have been discovered. It is difficult to imagine modern chemistry and physics
without knowledge of these elementaryparticles.
Chemistry and classical physics would have
made strides without the knowledge of the nature of these building blocks, but the strides
would not have been so gigantic. They would
have been mincing steps. But the experimentsof
Sir J. J. Thomson and the intellectual products
of the Cavendish Laboratory forced modern
physics into being, so that we now have nuclear
reactors and the future source of energy for
the world. "J. J." did not name these two building blocks of the universe, but he was the one
who discoveredthem.
His influence on the Cavendish Laboratory
and the products of the Cavendish School can
not be measured. It was just tremendousas the
energy source he unleashed with his experiments.
J. J. Thomson'sinfluence in physics was far
reaching. Seven men who worked under him at
the Cavendish Laboratory became Nobel
Laureates.
The author, Sir George Paget Thomson, son
of "J. J.," has done a most complete piece of
work in this book. However, to really appreciate
this book more than a rudimentaryknowledge of
physics is required.
FredericC. Schmidt
Department of Chemistry
Indiana University

