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* Brief letters-one or two pages, double-spaced-are
more likely to be printed than are long ones, which
may have to be cut.

For Responsive, Relevant Resolutions
The call is out: Denver, 1970. But what of Philadelphia, 1969? Were the take-home values of that
convention such as to suggest that our time will be
well invested in Denver?

But one problem gnaws at me and the pain increases with time. Many readers will recall the several fine panel discussions dealing with various aspects of the social implications of biology. All of these
speakers were well received and considerable discussion was generated. Then, on the final day of the
meetings, we were confronted with a move to translate what seemed to be the mood of the convention
into one or more resolutions. This attempt met with
an official "thumbed nose," which could only be
characterized as dismal. I might have wished for a
presentation that separated the issue of war from the
issues that had brought us together; but the fact is,
the real world is not that way. Nor does an initial
lack of agreement on the primacy of issues justify
the simplistic and autocratic putdown that occurred.
It may be that the machinery of the NABT was not
ready for resolutions. It may be that resolutions
should have come up by another route. Other circumstances may have prevented the full consideration of resolutions, but the NABT should be capable
of implementing one of the basic tenets of modern
teaching: be opportunistic; take advantage of the
situation which confronts you.
By failing to provide support on the national level
we missed a dandy opportunity to be of assistance to
the individual biology teacher, who is now being
asked to assist in dealing with the environmental
crisis. New crises will arise, possibly in Denver. My
hope is that channels of communication will be
opened, so that we won't fall flat on our corporate
nose as we did in Philadelphia.
Paul H. Mornson
Division of Science and Mathematics
University of Minnesota, Duluth 55812
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In retrospect, yes-an overwhelming yes. Those
meetings provided an outstanding variety of opportunities, which ranged from the specific to the general
through both plants and animals and, in a third dimension, from research to philosophy. And all of
this without losing us in the confusion of an academic
smorgasbord. Yes, by all means: Denver in 1970.

STYLE. American Biology Teacher would rather receive
an ill-written article containing worthwhile ideas than a
stylistic masterpiece that says little: our editors can mend
bad writing in a good cause. However, we do hope for clear
terse prose, free of jargon. Sensible advice for writers will
be found in the Conference of Biological Editors' Style Manual for Biological Journals, 2nd ed.. published by the American Institute of Biological Sciences; and How to Write Scientific and Technical Papers, by Sam F. Trelease.
In matters of punctuation, enumeration, and the like we
follow generally the above-mentioned C.B.E. manual and
the University of Chicago Manual of Style. Our spellings
are usually those preferred by Webster's Third New International Dictionary (G. & C. Merriam Co., 1965) and its
abridgments.
Technical measurements are in metric, not English, units.
Avoid footnotes of any kind. References to the literature
are made on-line (not by means of superscripts) within the
text. If only one, two, or three works are cited, each is given
in full, in the form "A. B. Smith, 1969: Elements of Biology,
4th ed., Jones Publishing Co., New York" for a book and "W.
X. White and Y. Z. Green, 1965: 'The Inquiry Process,' Journal of Pedagogy 7 (2): 53-56" for an article. If four or more
works are cited, they are presented at the end of the article
as a bibliography arranged alphabetically by (principal)
authors' last names, in the following forms for books and
journals.

