topic generally not treated completely
in a college physics textbook. Also of
special biologic interest is the chapter
on fluid dynamics in rigid and elastic
vessels; it includes a good set of problems on the circulation of the blood.
This book should be valuable in a
physics course for premedical students
and biology majors. It also should be
useful to physiologists and others who
wish to review basic medical physics.
However, in the usual biophysics or
physiology course it would be limited
to supplemental use. The price seems
excessive and may reflect the publishers' fears as to the book's general applicability.
Allen Isaacson
William Paterson College
of New Jersey
Wayne
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When you're thinking about a superlatively-designed and
equipped greenhouse-laboratory for your institution, go to
the professional. As the foremost designer and manufacturer
of environmental glass structures in the nation, Lord &
Burnham specializes in providing the exact laboratory facility
appropriate for your teaching or research needs. You
have a wide choice of standard types in varying sizes,
configurations, and cost-to suit every kind of educational
and research institution-or custom designs to meet
special purposes.
Send for our free folder about Life Sciences Laboratories
or, if you have a special problem, call our main office or
nearest branch-without obligation, of course.
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SECOND CENTURYOF GLASSHOUSELEADERSHIP
IRVINCTON-ON-HUDSON, N.Y. 10533

Hayward94545 / (415) 782-6236* CONNECTICUTCheshire 06410 / (203) 272-5321
CALIFORNIA
Belmont 02178 / (617) 484-2716
ILLINOISDes Plaines 60016 / (312) 824-2181* MASSACHUSETTS
NEW YORKIrvington-on-Hudson 10533 / (914) 591-8800* NORTHCAROLINASaluda 28773 / (704) 749-3091
OHIO Elyria44035 / (216) 327-5622* CANADASt. Catharines, OntlarioI (416) 685-6573
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1972. Macmillan Co., New York. 386
pi $6.50 (softback).

Orange County Community College
Middletown, N.Y.
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e Botany/biology/biochemistry/agriculture/horticulture/ agronomy

A PROCEDURAL
NATURAL HISTORY:
BASIC
APPROACH, by William B. Nutting.

Nutting's textbook-workbook deals
with astronomy, botany, geology, meteorology, and zoology. The author's intention is "to provide some organized
guidance through the mass of detail of
natural things and events so that a person may work out his own perspective
on the world of nature." He approves
discovery on one's own, but unfortunately the discovery aspect does not
make itself clear in the book.
Phyla and class listings and "presentational constructs" are presented
to aid the student. The constructs, designed to summarize a major "parameter," such as botany, are so busy with
detail that few students would benefit
from them. The phylogenetic listings
are unnecessary in a science-exploring
course.
In the bird lab Nutting suggests that
the student identify 15 to 20 birds by
paying attention to fieldmarks. Less
than 20 pages later he suggests the student should calculate bird densities, using field data he has collected. The concept of open-endedness is fine, but the
reality and validity are questionable:
what is the probability that a beginner
would identify the species correctly?
A lot of pages in the book are unnecessary: only three sentences appear
on p. 206, only a title on p. 207, nothing
on p. 208, a blank species-list on p. 84,
and so on. On p. 255 the author wisely
recommends learning about bird nests
by taking one apart; the remaining
two thirds of the page is a blank numbered list.
The book does cover the five parameters of field natural history and may
be considered by the beginning teacher,
but the experienced teacher will probably find it of little value.
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