Examines the activities of microorganisms with emphasis on their
harmful and beneficial effects on
man.
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Zoology
by Albert C. Jensen. 1972.
Thomas Y. Crowell Co., New York.
224 p. $7.95.

THE COD,

This book deals with the natural history of the cod and the effects of the
cod on the social and economic life of
the peoples of North America and Europe. Surveys conducted in the past and
several current studies of codfish are
included. The commercial value of cod
(and related species of fish) and the
history and growth of the fishing market are presented, along with the evolution of cod-fishing techniques and the
dangers of fishing on the open sea.
This book is easy to read and contains a great deal of information. The
author, who is regional supervisor of
marine and coastal resources for the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, increases the
enjoyment by including accounts of the
customs and legends of fishermen, as
well as poems about the cod and several
tales of fishing expeditions. A creative
team of teachers in the biologic and
social sciences could make good use of
this book.
Lawrence R. Radtke
Evergreen Park (Ill.)
Community High School
46
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by Joe Van
Wormer. 1972. J. B. Lippincott Co.,
Philadelphia. 156 p. $5.95.

WORLD OF THE SWAN,

This attractive and exceedingly informative addition to Lippincott's "Living World Books" presents variations on
the theme of one of the world's truly
majestic birds. The author follows these
birds through the year in a sequence of
chapters that will delight every reader.
No less a pleasure are the author's 97
superb black-and-white photographs.
The book ends with a splendid historical summary, "Man and the Swan,"
and a helpful bibliography. I highly
recommend this book.

GilbertWright
Smithsonian Institution
Washington, D.C.
0

For Young Readers
DRAGONFLIES,by

Hilda Simon. 1972. Viking Press, New York. 95 p. $4.95
(hardback).

This is an attractive little book. The
four-color illustrations, by the author,
are exquisite. The text is generally interesting, although it seems laboriously technical in some instances. The
reader learns much of the dragonfly
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and damselfly, which are important to
man as predators on mosquito larvae
and insects that annoy and injure livestock. Dragonflies are portrayed as
powerful fliers and voracious predators. The geologic record shows them
to be among the first winged animals:
their survival is a success story. The
life cycle and mating behavior of dragonflies and damselflies is examined
in fascinating detail.
The older elementary-school child
will find the book stimulating. He will
come away with a real appreciation for
these beautiful insects.
Glenn McGlathery
University of Colorado
Denver
COME WITH ME TO THE EDGE OF THE SEA,

by William M. Stephens. 1972. Julian
Messner, New York. 80 p. $529.
What delight is in store for any young
reader who accepts the author's invitation! The book is masterfully written.
The wonder and magic of the sea are
woven into an imaginative framework
of information, perspectives, and invitations to explore and understand for
oneself the beauty and complexity of
the ocean world. Most fortunate is the
child who lives near the sea: he can
carry the book with him as he goes
down to the shore. But even the land-
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