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by-framescriptof the photographsand
the narration.The guide also provides
suggestions for follow-up activities
after the filmstrip is shown. The two
issues of National Wildlife that accom-

pany the filmstrips are in color, well
printed,and contain articleswrittenby
various authors about animals and
birds that have faced or are facing
problems in survival. The filmstrip,
cassette, teacher'sguide, and two color
publicationscome packagedin a sturdy
cardboardmailingcontainerwhich can
be reused or used for storage of the
material. The bibilographyis limited,
but adequate.
Gerald 0. Kelver

School District14
AdamsCity, Colo.

COMMUNITIES OF LIVING THINGS.

1975.

Arthur Barr Productions,Inc., P.O.
Box 5667, Pasadena, Calif. 91107.
16-mm color-sound film. 15 min.
Purchase$180.
The film concentrates on the six
major land biomes of North America:
tropical forest, deciduous forest, des-

Oxford Slide Sets range in variety from detailed life histories of
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in Concealing Colouration, MarinePlankton, Ocean Surface Drifters,
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Soil Animals, Animals of Leaf Litter, Plant Diversity, Earthwormand
Its Allies, Animal Diversity, Tidepool Animals and Plants, Stickleback
Courtship and Reproduction, and Cicada Emergence.
Writefor free descriptiveprospectus. Eachset is $25.00 and may be orderedon approvalfrom:
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ert, grassland, coniferous forest, and
tundra. Each biome is presentedseparately, and the physical and biotic
featuresthat differentiateit from other
biomesare shown. The film emphasizes
the differencesin climate,shelter,food,
and living space that characterizethe
divergent habitats of land plants and
animals.The influenceof altitudeupon
biome communitiesis stressed.
Althoughthe concept of energyflow
is illustratedfor each biome, it is not
well developedin the film. The impression given early in the film that each
biome has a distinctborderis corrected
only toward the end when a brief
mention is given to the blending of
adjacentbiomes. The film also fails to
point out that the same biome types
occur in other parts of the world than
just North America.
The producerintendsthe film for use
in grades 4 through 12. Abstract
concepts such as energy flow, adaptation, and evolutionmake the film more
appropriate for high school biology,
perhapsas a review of certain ecological concepts. High school studentscan
discuss, for example, how ecosystem
structurerelatesto energyflow.
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The information presented in the
film is accurate; the photography is
very good and illustrates varieties of
organismsfrom each biome. There are
several scenes with only background
music that allow students to view the
beauty of nature. The film is very
similar to other films about the distribution of living things in North
America.
Lloyd Barrow

Iowa City (Iowa) CommunitySchools

1975. Centron Educational Films (1621 W. 9
St., Lawrence, Kans. 66044). 16-mm
color-sound film. 17 min. Purchase
$275.

ONE SPECIES AMONG MANY.

The film explores the relationship between body structures and behavior. It
looks at ways in which animals interact
with the physical environment, with
other species, and with members of their
own species. The film provides an overview of the body structures of various
animals and their behaviors, with the
main focus on human beings. Bipedal
stance, "free" hands with opposable
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Britishscientists are high in their praiseof the work
done by Oxford Scientific Films. This small company
formed by universitybiologists has recordedon film
some of the most difficult and revealingaspects of the
naturaluniverse. They havedevised specialequipment
and techniques to captureplant and animal phenomena
in ways hitherto unknown. CarmanEducational
Associates is proud to distributetheir work in the United
States and Canada.

