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the Cleveland Clinic the next day,
and now she understood what was
involved. She could not believe the
coincidence.
Equally useful and often more
adaptable to a classroom situation
(because of brevityand a single-topic
emphasis) are 5-10 minute segments
taken from network news programs
and talk shows. These are generally
not preadvertised, since they represent "news," but these shows can
also be taped with minimal difficulties. All that is necessary is for someone (a student assistant, audiovisual
personnel, or the instructor himself)
to monitor these programs and be
prepared with a videotape recorder.
I have a student assistant who
daily monitors the evening news
programs of the three commercial
networks. (The task is simpler if more
than one television set is available in
order to avoid a lot of channel
switching.) The news commentators
usually announce at the beginning of
the program the news items to be
covered that evening, so there is
some advance warning.If a report on
a relevant biological topic begins, the
student immediately turns on the
recorder, tapes the report, and turns
it off at the conclusion. Since these
segments are usually no more than
five minutes long, the same tape can
be used for several weeks or longer
and a contents log maintained.
On many days the news programs
include nothing about biology, but

they do so frequently enough so as
to justify the time and minimal expense involved. It is unusual for a
week to pass without some news in
the areas of health, environment,
drugs, etc. And, of course, they are of
currentconcern and interest.
The Today Show frequently (as
does the Tonight Show less frequently) has interviews with various
scientific authorities. For example,
Paul Ehrlichoccasionally appears on
the Tonight Show. We have a tape of
one such appearance during which
he discussed the food-population
crisis. (Itis a strange experience seeing Johnny Carson in the daylight).
I use this tape to introduce the topic
of population. This is especially useful not only because of what he has
to say, but also because he is the
author of one of the books we use in
the course.
There have been several occasions
on which a news item was reported
on TV (and taped) at about the same
time a related topic was being discussed in class. For example, on one
occasion, three days before we were
to discuss environmental causes of
cancer, there was a report of the
presence of carcinogenic chemicals
in the Mississippi River used for
drinking water in New Orleans. The
report was taped, and I used it in
class three days later. On another occasion, about one week before we
were to discuss biological control
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Keeping a course interesting, upto-date, and relevant to students'
interests are important goals in any
biology course, but especially so in a
nonbiology majors' course. One
technique that has been very successful in helping to achieve these
goals in my nonmajors course (Biology and Society) is the use of videotapes in the classroom to supplement
lecture information.
During the past several years our
Center for InstructionalServices has
accumulated a large number of informative and interestingvideotapes,
recorded directly from television
specials and news programs. These
include many excellent programs
that have been telecast in recent
years, such as the Killersseries, the
Nova series, and specials on such
topics as marijuana, methadone,
alcoholism, vitamin E, obesity, the
food crisis,cancer, heart disease, and
many others. These are generally
advertised in advance, so there is
ample time for taping preparation.
These tapes have been most useful
in supplementing lecture information
and stimulatingclass discussion, and
the students can relate better to the
topics discussed in class. Recently I
showed a segment of a special on
heart disease, which illustratedselective coronary arteriography and a
coronary by-pass operation at the
Cleveland Clinic. After class a student told me that her father was
going to undergo arteriography at
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plate . . . one burn for the halftones

and one burnfor the line copy. Unfortunately,in maskingthe edge of

methods for insects, two University
of Arkansas biologists appeared on
the Today Show to discuss a new
anti-insect virus they had developed
that was about to be marketed. The
interview was taped and used in class
one week later.
Using videotapes in the classroom
has certain advantages over showing
movies. For one thing, they are generally more current. Also, it is much
easier to show just a portion of a
topic that relates directly to what is
beign discussed. Videotapes are
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We are indeed sorry about the
missing photo on page 80 of the
Februaryissueof the ABT.
I have talked to everyone that
was involved to determine what
would cause this to happen.As you
may know, the negatives are furnished to us on a separateflat from
the type matter.This involves what
is termeda doubleburnto makethe
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available when needed, which is not
always true of rented movies. Finally,
videotapes are more economical
than rented movies, since they can
be used repeatedly over a long period of time.
Based on student reactions in my
course, I would strongly recommend
the use of videotapes in the classroom. All that is needed is a videotape recorder, a television playback
unit, some videotape, and someone
to monitor and tape television specials and news programs. Costs are
minimal,afterthe initialinvestment in
equipment, and the benefits are
maximal.

