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CREATON
Howthe
Bible
sees it. v1

How
science
sees it.

Both the differences and the
often startling similarities between Biblical and scientific
thought about Creation-brilin Isaac
liantly analyzed
Asimov's line-by-line examination of The Book of Genesis.
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Science Faces God in
The Book of Genesis

by ISAACASIMOV
$10.95, now at your bookstore, or send
check or moneyorder to CrownPublishers, One Park Ave., N.Y., N.Y. 10016.
Please add $1.65 postage and handling
charge. N.Y. and N.J. residents. add

sales tax.

BIOLOGY
by IrwinL. Slesnick, LeVon Balzer,
DavidE. Newton,
Alan-J.McCormack,
and FrederickA. Rasmussen. 1980.
Scott,Foresmanand Company(1900
East Lake Avenue, Glenview,Illinois
60025). 700 p. Pricenot given.
Biology is a textbook appropriatefor
the standardtenth grade offering.The
publishersoffer a teacher's addition,a
laboratorymanual,a teacher'seditionof
the laboratorymanual, test materials
(on duplicating masters), and study
guides (also on duplicatingmasters).
The materialsare attractive,scientifically
accurate,current,and clearlypresented.
withten
The contentis fairlytraditional
common unitsdividedintotwenty-seven
chapters;each chapteris furtherdivided
into "lessons."Performanceobjectives
are listedat the beginningof each chapter; these are translated into specific
cognitivecompetencies.
There is attention to career education-mostly in terms of "professional"
science.The activityapproachis good in
termsof itsflexibilityand itsincorporation
intothe totalpresentation.Unfortunately
most activitiesare fairly standard-de signedto illustrateconcepts and general
information.
Although the authors suggest that
most ideas are related to humans, this
idea is not in as much evidence in the
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NUCLEAR SCIENCE KITS
CELL DEMONSTRATION
MATERIALS
for the biology laboratory
Che(k otut ouir....
V 21 DIFFERENT ATOMIKITS for
biology and general science.
V LICENSE-EXEMPTQUANTITIESOF
SHORT-LIVED RADIOISOTOPES
used in most nuclear biology experiments.
V ATOMIKIT 'NO
DARKROOM'
FILM PACKS for gross specimen
autoradiography. Now available in
'EASYPROCESS' style packs.
V PLANT CELL SUSPENSIONS for
microscopic study of plant cell
morphology.

V FIXED AND PRE-STAINED CELL
SUSPENSIONS OF BACTERIAfor
easy slide preparation and study of
bacterial cell morphology.
Write notv to request

your free copy of

our 1981 catalog. We will inclucle a
convenient guiile to help you select the
proper nuclear science experiment for
your level andl experience.
ANP, Inc.
1232 E. Commercial
Springfield, MO 65803

actual material as is desirable. The first
nine chapters are fairlycommon topics in
a general biology course, i.e., scientific
method, classification,cells, genetics, and
evolution. The next section concentrates
upon the five kingdoms of organismsproceeding from simple to complex.
The pictures are exceptional; the questions and the attempt at relatingchapters,
lessons, activities, and extensions of the
material are also exemplary.
The emphasis upon central concepts,
traditional topics, the typical structures
for such a course, is not a strength-except for those looking for a new text
designed to update courses already
described and in place in school programs.
Robert E. Yager
Universityof Iowa
Iowa City

PROBLEMS IN BIOLOGY: A BIOLOGY LABORATORY GUIDE
by Carol Knox and Katheryn Rowsey.
1980. The Independent School Press,
Inc. (51 River Street, Wellesley Hills,
Massachusetts 02181). 90 p. Price
not given.
This laboratory manual for an introductory high school biology course in cludes thirty-five investigations in the
major are-asof biology with emphasis on
the use of the scientific method. The
manual is designed to be used with a
student-made notebook and any textbook.
Most of the investigations are very
traditional, but the manual also includes
investigations on karyotypes and succession in a woodlot that are well-designed
and unusual. The manual's best features
include emphasis on student-developed
reports, very good choice of investigations, and a section at the end of each
lab called, "To Do If You Have Time
and Interest."
However, its usefulness is limited by
several factors. No information for
teachers or teacher's guide is included.
The total program is rather expensive as
it includes dissection of a fetal pig, the use
of two types of live vertebrates, and the
dissection of photomicrographs. Several
labs require access to outdoor areas.
Students using the manual must be good
readers and writers. Much of the organization and reporting is left to the student.
Two investigations require the use of
live vertebrates: "Agonistic Behavior in
Mice" and "Hibernation in Frogs."
Neither requires injuryto the animal, but
the animal must be handled during the
investigations and housed in the school.
One of the weakest features is the drawings that accompany the directions. They
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The first four chapters deal generally
with structure, function, reproduction,
and the role of protozoa in ecosystems.
The remaining thirteen chapters deal
more specifically with the morphology,
ultra-structure,biology, and ecology of
particular protozoan groups. The classification keys at the beginning of the
chapters may be used to identify the
genus of organisms observed during
laboratory experiments. The book is
complete in detail and contains 600
illustrations. An excellent glossary is included, and each chapter ends with a list
of references and recommended
readings.
This book is appropriatefor the current
trend of the importance of protozoans
in the ecosystem -as initiating food
chains, indicatorsof water quality, and as
parasites of humans and domesticated
animals.
This book can be used by all levels of
biology students from high school to the
graduate student.
Ralph Kinkead

range from poor to adequate, and students would probably require supplementary photographs and guide books to
complete the work satisfactorily.
Problems in Biology could be used
successfully in an introductory course
for good students. However, it does not
seem to offer many features that cannot
be found in the lab manuals currently
in use.
VirginiaA. Curry
WestlakeHigh School
Thornwood, New York

Nelson states in his introduction that
this textbook is designed for a semester
course in biology for the freshman, nonmajor. With this in mind, I found it easy
to review the book. In short, it is an excellent textbook. Rather than belabor
the point, I will brieflydiscuss a few of the
many features of this book that make it
so good. First,the author approaches the
topic of introductory biology with an
emphasis on human beings. His reasoning:this makes a one-term biology course
much more useful and interesting. He

v

s/he will have to purchase an additional
textbook.
Nelson has an excellent textbook and
one that I expect to see widely used on
college campuses in the near future.
This book is clearly written and illustrated, relatively inexpensive, and very
accurate and up to date. It will be a fine
textbook for an introductory biology
course.
WillisH. Burroughs,Jr.
Greenwood High School
Greenwood, South Carolina

Related Fields
THE CURVES OF LIFE
by Theodore A. Cook. Republication,
1979. Dover Publications (180 Varick
Street, New York 10014). 474 p.
$5.95.
This is a book about natural spiralsand
how the spiral form has been appropriated by humans. It was writtenfor natural
history reading and is very useful to anyone interested in nature's wonders.
Technically, it is an excellent book.
The writing style is typical of the
period; the book was originally published in 1914. Sentences are long and
complex, with many self quotes and tedious references to more or less related
material. It is difficultreading if the reader
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PLEASE CHECKONE:
Faced withtoday'stightbudgets,manypurchasersare
askingthemselves, "DoIhave to sacrificeopticalqualityfor
an affordablemicroscope?"The answeris an
emphatic"No",ifyou choose one of Unitron's
new Lab Series.
_
_
The new UnitronLabMicroscopes
featurethe latest in modernmodular
components,machinedto exacting
standards.Then add achromaticor
objectives,
flatfieldplanachromatic
choice of monocular,binocular,or
viewingheads, and
photo-trinocular
threetypes of illuminating
systems.
The resultis a series of UnitronLab
microscopeswithuncommonflexibility
and opticalexcellence at a very
affordableprice.
Askfora free cataloguewithpricesand
the name of yournearest Unitron
_
low
dealer.Or,ask us to arrangea
no-obligationdemonstration.Contact:

EO $20 annual dues enclosed for one calendar
year NABT membership (January-December
19
). (Please indicate calendar year desired.)
$1 5 of annual dues is allocated for subscription
to The American Biology Teacher.
O $28 dues enclosed for one and one half year
through December
NABT membership (July..
of the following year). (Indicate year for start of
membership.) $18 of dues for one and one half
year membership is allocated for a subscription
to The American Biology Teacher.
NAME
(PLEASE PRINT)
MAILING

CITY
EXC ELLENC E BY DESIGN

UnitronInstruments, Inc.
175 ExpressStreet
Plainview,N.Y 11803
(516) 822-4601

STATE
ZIP

ADDRESS
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BIOLOGICALPRINCIPLESWITH
HUMAN PERSPECTIVES
by Gideon E. Nelson. 1980. John
Wiley and Sons, Inc. (One Wiley Drive,
Somerset, New Jersey 08873). 429 p.
$16.95.

includes extra material on nutrition, also
because of its value to general students.
A second feature I find very appealing
is Nelson's use of various art reproductions that face each chapter title page.
This is effective because it ties other disciplines to biology and vice versa.
Nelson's use of photographic reproductions is a third outstanding point.
The book contains many superb photographs that correlate well with the chapter text. I am especially impressed with
the abundance of electron photomicrographs he uses. In addition, many excellent drawings appear throughout the
book.
As with any textbook, this book does
have some shortcomings. The only color
in the book is on the cover, which, by
the way, is very attractive. Color plates
scattered throughout would have been
more effective, especially with the chapters dealing with ecology. Color plates
were probably not used in an effort to
hold down the price of the book.
A second "flaw" is the omission of
material on plant or animal morphology
or taxonomy. Because of the intended
use of this book as set forth in the introduction, this cannot actually be considered a shortcoming. The fact is
apparent, though, that if a general student desires any further biology beyond
the scope of this book (one semester),

