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Todd Millen, a graduate of Hamden Hall
Country Day School, attends the University of Vermont, School of Natural Resources as a forestry major. He originally
thought of the idea for the eyepatch. Barbara R. Beitch teaches life-sciencecourses
at Hamden Hall. She obtained an A.B.
from IndianaUniversity, earned her Ph.D.
from the University of Virginia, and did
post-doctoralophthalmologicalresearchat
ColumbiaUniversity College of Physicians
and Surgeons, before coming to Hamden
Hall.
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Figure1. Todd Millen tries out his microscope using an eyepatch.
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You wouldn't know it to
look at him. But he has an
investment plan that's
working, even though he's
not.
From Elm Street to Wall
Street, people all over
America are discovering
that U.S. Savings Bonds
have changed.
When held for five yearsor
more, Bonds pay competitive rates, like money
market accounts. They're
also free from state and
local income tax. Find out
more, call anytime
1-800-US-BONDS.
Bonds held less than five yearsearn a lower rate.
A public service of this publication.
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Students often have difficulty when
first using monocular microscopes.
Squinting to block out distracting light
often leads to headaches, complaints
and a negative attitude about microscopy.
We have discovered a simple and
inexpensive solution to this problem:
the eyepatch. Covering one eye with a
patch while looking through the microscope with the other can make
using a microscope more enjoyable
with minimal discomfort and distractions (Figure 1).
Eyepatches are inexpensive and are
readily available through pharmacies
and surgical supply houses. Have students keep these eyepatches in their
dissecting kits. Tell them not to share
them to prevent transmission of contagious ocular diseases.

