misconceptionsabout the factorsdetermining racial and gender roles and
the causes of environmentalproblems,
not to reconstructbiology itself. Vandermeer's book might thus serve as a
text for a college course in biological
perspectives on race and gender or on
the causes of Third World poverty.
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Our Molecular Nature: The Body's
Motors, Machines and Messages. By
David S. Goodsell. 1996.Springer-Verlag New York, Inc. (175 Fifth Ave.,
New York, NY 10010). 183 pp.
Cloth $25.
In Our Molecular Nature, David

S. Goodsell, a molecular biolo:
gist at the Scripps Research Institute,
writes for a secondary or college level
audience interested in the molecules
of life. He does not presume prior
knowledge on the part of the reader
and writes clearly to explain how
molecular structureand function contributeto life. While not encyclopedic,
this is the kind of book that secondary
and college instructors and their students can use as a reference or for
rapid acquisitionof backgroundinformation. The text provides interesting
information in usable amounts. The
book is organized logically and chapters build on preceding ones.
The first chapter provides not only
background information but also a
sense of scale for the rest of this wellorganized book. It begins with an
explanation of cells and molecules,
then follows with background information on cellular structures and the
nomenclature of many of the molecules found in our cells. The second
chapterexplainshow several enzymes,
from chymotrypsin to alcohol dehydrogenase, function. Goodsell also
includes cellular information from
DNA to molecular chaperones in this
chapter. The next chapter describes
cellular energy production and
recounts the events associated with

MolecularNature is logical and the writ-

ing is clear. The description of each
molecule is limited to two or three
paragraphs, each of which delivers
pertinent information without overwhelming the reader. Structuresmentioned in one chapter and described
elsewhere are cross referenced.One or
two cross references are inaccurate,
artifacts of the editing process. I was
impressed with the readabilityof this
book and found myself moving rapidly from chapterto chapter,referencing molecules described in earlier
chapters.

While not detailed enough to provide support for students in advanced
college courses, Our MolecularNature
is good for more advancedhigh school
courses and introductorycollege level
courses. It is a handy classroom or
libraryreferencefor high school teachers and instructors of introductory
level college courses. I certainly plan
to use my copy this way.
Helen K. Pigage, D.A.
HQ USAFAIDFB
United StatesAir ForceAcademy
Colorado80840
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Bats in Question-The
Smithsonian
Answer Book. By Don E. Wilson. 1997.
Smithsonian Institution Press (470
L'enfant Plaza, Ste. 7100, Washington,
DC 20560). 168 pp. Paperback (photos) $24.95.
One of my favorite activities
during the short Montana summers is to hike in the pine forested
hills near my home during the early
evening. If lucky, I can spot bats flying
overhead with their characteristic short
dives, quick tums, and aerial acrobatics that are easily recognizable. I have
always wondered where they went to
avoid the harsh northem winters and
what particular species they might be.
,_

Bats in Question-The Smithsonian
Answer Book did a fantastic job of
answering many of the questions I
have had about these fascinating crea-

Women Life Scientists:
Past, Present, and Future
(discounted 15% at only $16.00)
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More than 35 hands-on, inquiry approach,
and problem-solving science activities linked
to biographies of female science role models
are included in this 338-page book. Activities
and biographies follow the recommendations
of the National Science Education Standards
and drop easily into middle and high school
life sciences curricula - not an "add-on."
Buy at the booth or orderby contacting:
TheAmericanPhysiological
Society,Education
Office,
9650 Rockville
Pike,Bethesda,MD20814-3991
(301)571-0694,fax (301)571-8305,
educatio@aps.faseb.org
http://www.faseb.org/aps/educatn/women.htm
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cellular respiration and the degradation of several differentclasses of macromolecules. The chaptertitled "Form
and Function"explains structuralelements, connective tissue, cellular and
organismal motility. "Dangers and
Defenses" explores the structure and
function of a variety of venom and
toxin molecules as well as several molecules of defense from immunoglobulins to fibrin. Finally, Goodsell discusses neurotransmitters, hormones
and sensationin the penultimatechapter. He concludes with a very short
epilogue about molecules and medicine, an area of particularinterest for
him. A three-page glossary provides
informationfor those with little molecular background. Goodsell also references World Wide Web coordinates
from the Brookhaven Protein Data
Bank, which many readers may find
useful.
While neither encyclopedic nor
extremelydetailed,this is a book teachers and students will deem user
friendly. The organization of Our

