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"The times, they are a-changing."Dylan's words couldn'tbe more true
thanthey aretoday.Someoneonce told me thatwe live in the best of timesafterthe discoveryof penicillinbut beforethe oil runs out. I thinkthat'sstill
true,but times are changing.We can still cure many infections,but we also
face drug-resistanttuberculosisand sexually transmitteddiseases. We still
have abundantenergy resources,but the more we use them the more we
degradethe environment.Globalwarmingtells us that we're heatingmore
than our homes, with visible consequencesof El Nifio and others.
Meetingthe competingchallengesof society to grow and develop while
maintaininghealthypersonaland planetaryenvironments,biology is emerging as thescience for the 21StCentury.And with it, biology educationwill
become a vital centerpieceof the developmentof tomorrow'sleaders and
decision-makers,
includingeveryvoterin the country.Butbiologyeducation,
like our largersocialstructure,facesits own set of competingpromisesand
challenges.On the one hand we have the guiding principlesof the National
Scienice
Education
the invigoratinginquiry-basedand experimental
Stanidards,
("hands-on,minds-on")lesson plans and block schedulingthat allows the
time we reallyneed for laboratoryexperiments.On the otherhand we face
monetarychallengesfrom continuingbudget cuts and fiscal crises. (One
teacherI know was rewardedfor 20 years of service with a bus driver's
course-the only way she could take her students into the field!)We also
must confrontconceptualchallengesfrom creationismand animal rights,
curricularchallengesfromintegratedsciencethatisn't,and blockscheduling
that'sused to eliminatelaboratorycourses.Facedwith such demands,how
canyou be an effectiveteacherand achievebalancebetweenthe opportunity
and the adversity?Takean active role in NABT!
For60 years,the NationalAssociationof BiologyTeachershas trulybeen
TheLeaderin Life ScienceEducation5'.Now, NABTis laying the futureof
biologyeducationwith our Visionfora NezvMillenn1liumn
ofLifeScien1ce
Educationl,
our StrategicPlan for the futureof the associationand the futureof biology
education.The StrategicPlan sets a bold mission for NABT:
The National Association of Biology Teachersempowers educatorsto
provide the best possible biology and life science education for all
students.
This mission and the Visionfor a NezvMillenniumtll
of LifeScienceEdutcation
behindit arethe culminationof a three-yearplanningprocess.NABT'sBoard
of Directorsbeganby researchingthe currentstateof biology educationand
identifying14 criticalplanningissues that provideboth impedimentsto and
opportunitiesfor our progress.They want NABTto addresssuch concerns
as nationalstandardsfor scienceeducation,how to improvethe supply of
incomingteachers,the effectsof a diverseand changingsocietyon life science
classrooms,and how technologywill changebiology education.
To meet these challengeshead on, the Boardestablishedfour goals for
NABT:
1. To provide resourcesand opportunitiesfor membersto develop and
enhancetheir professionalperformance.
2. To advocatethe teachingand learningof the biologicalsciencesbased
on thenatureand methodsof scienceand thebestpracticesof education.
3. To attract,representand addressthe concernsof the full spectrumof
educatorsin biology and the life sciences.
4. ToconductNABT'soperationswith thehighestpossiblelevelsof organizationaleffectivenessand efficiency.
A set of tasksor masterstrategiesaccompanieseach of these goals. These
master strategies (which may be found on NABT's Web site) form the
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blueprintfor achievingour goals.In addition,the Boardof
Directors
setforthanambitious
listofInplementation
Priorities
for1999basedon thesegoalsandobjectives.
Someof themost
important
priorities
for1999includeconducting
a needssurvey
amongbiologyteachersto findoutwhattheprofession
really
needs,developinga newbiologyassessment
fortheprofession
to use as a standardbenchmark
to measurelearningin stateof-the-art
classrooms,
continuing
to buildsoundrelationships
withprofessional
scienceorganizations,
andmakingNABT's
WorldWideWebsite a richsourceof contentandideasfor
biologyandlifescienceteachers.
Surely,as individualteachersin ourownclassrooms,
we all
sharethegoalof providingthebestpossiblebiologyandlife
scienceeducationfor our students.Thebestway to achieve

Dear Editor:
Thanks for the enlightening features regarding the Scopes Trial. I
seek the help from creationists for
my dilemma. Since Archbishop
Usser (1650) determined the date of
Earth's creation on Saturday evening, October 23, 4004 BC, I have
the following questions:
What occurred on October 22,
4004 BC?
Should that date have actually
been January 1, 4004 BC?
If so, when is my actual birthday
(now 2-17) so I know when to
celebrate.
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* The first biology Intermetactivities text
* Fun, relevant activities using pre-screened
Web sites
* Eight major areas of biology covered with
units on technology and use of the Web
* Adaptable from middle to high school

U Hands-on actvites in biology
U Meets the National Science

Standards

Manual with test bank
U Instructional video tapes
U Integrates math, chemistry,
physics
Visit our web site at www.healthscience.net
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Submersible Light Sensor
Correction
Dear Editor:
My article "A Submersible Light
Sensor for Aquatic Ecology" [Tatina. 1998. ABT 60(7), 520-523] contains an error in the formula for
calculating the light extinction coefficient. The formula on page 522 is
incorrectly shown as "E = ln (1aIb)!
d." It should be E = In (Ia/Ib)d.
Robert Tatina
rtatina@dwu.edu
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Creationists' Clarification
Sought

thatgoalis tobecomeactivein vourprofession-readjournals,
attendconventions,
andworkwithleadersto get yourideas
intothe forefront.
Of course,as the onlynationalassociation
dedicatedsolelyto the concernsof biologyand life science
NABTis thebestplaceto takethataction.Don'tjust
educators,
joinNABT,be NABT.Attendthebestconventionforbiology
teachers.
Readthe "premiere
scienceeducationjournalin the
Workon thecommittees.
country."
Runforoffice.Ifyoumake
NABTyourprofessional
priority,you'llnot only strengthen
the leadingassociation
forbiologyandlife scienceeducation
for all teachers,you'llcontinueto growas an educatorand
yourstudentswillgetthebestpossiblebiologyandlifescience
education-a momentousresponsibility.NABTmembers
teachone millionstudentsa year!

