simulations could be accomplished
very quickly. Teachers should plan
aheadand havestudentstackletwo or
three of the provided simulations
withina singleclass period.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
ANATOMY &
PHYSIOLOGY
Science Is Elementary: What's
Inside Your Body? 2001. SVE &

Churchill Media (6677 North
Northwest Highway, Chicago, IL
60631). 1-800-829-1900. www.SVE
media.com. DVD-ROM$94.95.

System Requirements
* Any DVD-compatibleplayer
What's Inside Your Body? is an

joints in the body and how they
assist in movement. From here, the
discussion shifts into the muscle system and the three types of muscle.
Finally, they introduce the nervous
system, discussing the importanceof
the brain and spinal cord, as well as
the differencesbetween the central
and peripheralnervous systems.
The series is an excellent collection of information appropriatefor
grades 5 through 8. The Teacher's
Manual that comes with each DVD
indicates grades 3 through 6 but
because of the difficultyof the vocabulary and ideas presented, younger
children would have a very difficult
time understanding the concepts
introduced. However, the Teacher's
Manualdoes include a completetranscriptof the DVDand a list of vocabularywords and a glossary,as well as
a couple of worksheets for reinforcement. Eachof the discs also contains
an on-screenglossaryto look up difficult terms. With the brevity of the
segments and the presentationof the
material the DVDs in the What's

The hosts of thisjourneythrough
the human body are Lori Laboratory
and her two assistants, Charlie and
Jesse. These live-action characters
describe the aspects of each system
through a collection of witty conversation,video clips, and computer-generated animations.The first stop on
the Heart & Blood/Digestion &
Respirationdisc was in the Circulatory
System.Here,Loriand friendstell the
importanceof the heart, blood, and
blood vessels, and the path the blood
takes on its journey through the Inside Your Body? series provide an
heart. The viewer is then brought to excellentway to introducestudentsto
the respiratorysystem,where she/he the systems of the humanbody.
learns about the differencesbetween
Jeff Sack
externaland internalrespiration,and
Valley Regional High School
the anatomyof the upper and lower
Deep River,CT 06417
respiratorysystems.Lorithen decides
to present the anatomyand physiology of the digestive system. She discusses the gastrointestinaltract and
the accessory organs and enzymes
involvedwith digestion.Finally,Lori
describes how all three of these systems are related, bringing a logical
close to the film.

Web Site Review

The other disc in the What's
Inside Your Body? series covers the
Skeletal, Muscle, and Nervous Systems.

Lori and her assistants start off with
a discussion of the basic organization
of life. From here, they describe the
main functionsof the skeletalsystem
and identify some of the 206 different bones that exist in the human
body. Then, they go on to recognize
the two divisions of the skeletal system and finish with the types of
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The Flying Turtle Company, LLC.
PO Box 45179, Boise, ID 83711-5179.
corm.
ftexploring.
http://www.
Contact information: flyingturtle@
flyingturtle.org.
Operating under the premise "to
discover how the same basic principles influence and control how

Downloaded from http://online.ucpress.edu/abt/article-pdf/64/9/704/51109/4451414.pdf by guest on 16 April 2021

We wouldhighlyrecommendthis
software to other science teachers.
The interaction capability, sound
effects,and graphicsarebeyond compare. The manual contains outstanding backgroundinformation,student
worksheets, and answer keys. As a
special feature,students can click on
picturesof famousscientistsand read
about that person's historicalaccomplishments. Moreover, a simulated
computerresearchstation and calculatorare at the student'sfingertipsto
aid investigations. This software
would be best utilized within a computerlab where the teachercan carefully monitor student progress and
ensure students are keeping detailed
notes. Theymust returnaccuratedata
to the organizationthat sent it in
orderto effectivelycompletethe exercise. This softwarepays for itself in
short order as the rich experiences
studentsreceivefrominteractingwith
it faroutweighits initialcost.

exciting and engaging introduction
to human anatomy and physiology.
As part of SVE'sScience Is Elementary
series, these DVDs explore six of the
majorbody systems. When the disc
is first placed into the machine it
starts automatically,a very nice feature. The screen then presents a
menu where the viewer can select
from the systems covered on the
disc, or can select the "see full program"option to view the entire film.
About 20 minutes each, these DVDs
give a short yet fairly intense
overviewof each body system.

