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The Mystery of Gravity by Barry
Parker, (ISBN 0-7614-1428-2); The
Miracle of Immunity by William
Donnellan, (ISBN 0-7614-1425-8);
The Treasureof Inheritance by Roy
Gallant, (ISBN 0-7614-1426-6);The
Wonders of Biodiversity by Roy
Gallant,(ISBN0-7614-1427-4).2002.
BenchmarkBooks.80 pp. each book.
Hardcover.$19.95 per book. Each
book is gearedfor grades 5-8.
The Mystery of Gravity, The
Miracle of Immunity, The Treasure
of Inheritance, and The Wonders of
Biodiversity, from "The Story of
Science" series, are about par with
many currentmiddle school level science books. In other words, they are
filled with colorful illustrationsand
graphs, are written in an engaging
and readablestyle, but are weakened
with inaccuraciesand heavy-handed
politics.
I'm surprisedat some of the mistakes that slipped by the editors of
the books. "Mass"and "weight"were
used interchangeablyin The Mystery
of Gravity.The flightpath of the cannonballillustrationon pages 34-35 of
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the same book is incorrect.The illustrationon page 70 of the "BigBang"
shows chunks of rocks being flung
into space. The illustrationon page
29 of The Treasure of Inheritance
incorrectlylabels one of the gametes
of Mendel'spea plants, which makes
for a very confusing cross. The
author'sgrasp of medievalhistory is
weak, and thereis very little evidence
to support some of his claims. I was
also surprisedby the author'suse of
the term "Siamesetwins,"instead of
the more appropriate "conjoined
twins."
Politicaland ethicalquestions are
an importantfacet of science and do
belong in textbooks. Middle school
students are mature enough to consider the problems facing the larger
world. However,I was dismayed by
the skewed approachtaken by some
of the authors. Over half of The
Wonders of Biodiversity is devoted
to topics like "Tragedy of the
Rainforests,""Voicesof Gloom,"and
"HabitatLoss and Extinction."The
author's treatmentof the issues surroundingcloning in The Treasureof
Inheritance is one-sidedand superficial.
It's a shame really.I like the style
of the books and I think that middle
school and older students would
enjoy using them as references.The
writing is age-appropriateand the
illustrationsare numerous and colorful. But details matter, especially in
science books. This series needs
more serious editing.
RoxannePrice
DistanceEducator
UniversityofArizona,Continuing
Educationand CommunityOutreach
Tucson,AZ85721-0158
roxprice@yahoo.com
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