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facing pages also includes a sidebar
intended for older children. "The
clown fish is a tiny tropical fish.
Tropical fish live in warm salt water."
The annotated animal diagrams and
list of "Fun Facts" at the end of the
books are an entertainingresource for
a first or second grade student.
I'm glad to see that the few criticisms I've had about PictureWindow
series, generally about recommended
resources, have been aptly addressed
in this new series. And each book
focuses on a specific species, clown
fish, elephant seal, bottlenose dolphin, green sea turtle, hammerhead
shark, and humpback whale, thereby
being able to focus on specific details
for a stronger narrative.These books
would make a wonderful introductory or follow-up lesson to a trip to an
aquarium. Overall, I think that this
would make a terrific addition to
early elementary classrooms and
libraries.

The format in each lesson consists of designated grade levels, subject areas, key concepts, skills, location (indoors and outdoors), and
time limits. Extensive background
information, models, charts, and
objectives are included. The strong
skill and conceptual approach in the
text will prepare students for a lifetime of learning. Coupled with cooperative learning techniques and
strategies, facilitatorsand parents will
be able to help students meet key
benchmarks and expectations of
many educational systems.

Roxanne Price
DistanceEducator
ContinuingEducationand Community
Outreach
Un1iver1sity
of Ar-izona
Tucson,AZ
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Furthermore, curriculum advisors and administrators will find
models that may be used as guides for
developing environmental literacy
programs for schools and communi-

Teaching Green-The Elementary
Years:Hands-on Learning in Grades
K-5. Edited by Tim Grant and Gail
Littlejohn. 2005. New Society
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The lesson, "The Power of
Stories and Earthquakes" is an
anthology of readings that support
environmental education. These stories will provide vicarious experiences for young readers. "TheWorld
in a Cake"is another tremendous lesson that will intrigue readers on all
levels. The text literally has activities
and information that will encompass
all learning styles and is a superb
resource for educators, directors of
museums, day care, and environmental education centers. The text
ranks five frogs because of the repetition of the format, strength of the
content, high interest level, effective
strategies for teaching and learning,
and the skill/concept approach.
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Teaching Green-The Elementary
Years: Hands-on Learning in Grades
K-5 is an extensive interdisciplinary
collection of activities and concepts
by experts that focuses on teaching
awareness and appreciation of environmental issues. Students are introduced to the natural world in a myriad of hands-on activities and projects
that can be carried out in familiar
environments such as the schoolyard. This approach will enable students to develop critical thinking and
problem-solving skills at an early age
and move (according to Bloom's
Taxonomy) from the knowledge to
the evaluation level. Also, an awareness of the interrelationship of biotic
and abiotic factors in the environment will be brought to the forefront.

ties throughout our nation. With the
diversity found in schools, the section
focusing on developing a conflict resolution program is of immense
value. It describes a school wide peer
mediation and social literacyprogram
that has been effective for more than
10 years. Not only will students be
taught problem-solving skills related
to the environment, but as knowledge
is transferredstudents will be able to
analyze and solve daily problems. In
addition, by focusing on these skills
at an early age, students will move
toward becoming productive citizens
in their communities and an awareness of global environmental issues
will be strengthen.

