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The first section, by paleontologist
Stephen J. Godfrey,is a profoundly personal description of how the author's
discoveries in the field forced him to
accept that the Flood of Noah could
not have been responsible for the fossil
record, the Earthis indeed very old, and
that living things have in fact changed
over time. His own experiences during
and after his Ph.D. studies at McGill
University were constantly counter to
what he would have expected under his
literal understanding of Genesis. In his
words, "I dreaded the discovery of new
fossils, fearingthat they might continue
to fill the gaps." The journey was not
easy, but Godfrey ultimately describes
his acceptance of evolution as very liberating, both professionally and with
regard to his religious faith. Godfrey
characterizes his effort in writing this
book as "an attempt to minimize the
struggle of others who might find themselves on the same rocky road."
PartTwo of Paradigms, by Baptist
Pastor Christopher R. Smith, is an
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Near the end of the book, Smith
affirms the separation of religion and
science in a manner similar to Stephen
J. Gould's (1997) principle of NonOverlapping Magisteria (NOMA). He
posits that the solution to perceived
tensions between evolution and creationism is "not to let any religious or
philosophical positions become confused with reasoned descriptions of scientific observations."In the final chapter, the authors collaborate to describe
how Genesis can be understood from
the observational cosmological view of
the ancient Hebrews and interpreted
given modern cosmology. The book
closes with suggested implications of
this understanding for students of science and of religion.
I recommend this book, but not
without qualification.I find Paradigms
on Pilgrimage to be an extremely
important addition to the body of literature dealing with science and religion. However, within its pages there
is a degree of Christian apologetics
that could be interpreted by some as
an attempt to advance the religion.
Passagesin Paradigms referto the Bible
as "the inspired word of God and our
supreme authority in matters of doctrine and morals," and to the God of
the Bible as "the ultimate source of our
being." Hence, it may be problematic,
with regardto the EstablishmentClause
of the First Amendment to the United
States Constitution, for Paradigms to
be distributed by public school science
teachers.
Beyond this caveat, I would highly
recommend this book to anyone having difficultyreconciling evolution with
their personal faith. In my own experience, it has been an excellent tool for
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generating honest dialogue. I sent it to
my father in preparation for revealing
to my family, all devoutly Christian,
that I accept evolution and that evolution education is a very large part of
my career. Having made a pilgrimage
similar to those of Godfrey and Smith,
I thank these authors for sharing their
own journeys.
Jason R. Wiles
Manager
EvolutionEducationResearchCentre
McGillUniversity
Montreal,QC Canada
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Great Planet Earth Search. By Emma
Helbrough. 2005. (ISBN 0794510752).
$7.95; The Big Bug Search. By Caroline
Young.2005. (ISBN0794510450). $7.95;
The Great Dinosaur Search. By Rosie
Heywood. 2005. (ISBN 0794510469).
$8.95; The Great Undersea Search.
By Kate Needham. 2005. (ISBN
0794512283). $7.99; Usborne Books.
32pp. each book. Paperback.Grades K
through late elementary.
The "Great Searches" series by
Usborne Books are vibrant, beautifully
illustrated books that could be used
from Kindergartenthrough late elementary. Each book is both a puzzle book
(to find the organisms that are hiding
in wonderfully illustrated pictures) and
a book about animal facts. This series
also does its part for environmental
sustainabilityby printing on paper from
a sustainable forest.
Great Planet Earth Search by
Emma Helbrough shows a wide variety
of organisms in different climates. It
begins with the Alpine slopes in Europe
and goes to hot spots in New Zealand.
One page shows coastal Greenland in
the spring with musk oxen, walruses,
arctic foxes, caribou, etc. In the margin
the animals of this area are illustrated
and you are informed how many there
are to find in the picture. The directions
ask you to spot three lemmings while
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Written by a scientist and a Biblical
scholar, Paradigms on Pilgrimage
reflects on the histories of two former
Young Earth Creationistswho, through
their own professional studies, came
at last to understand and accept the
factuality of Earth's evolutionary history-without losing their religion.

equally candid telling of how the author
came to accept evolution through his
study of the text of the Bible during
his Ph.D. studies in Theology at Boston
College. His extensive scholarlyanalysis
of the Bible, conducted with fervent
faith in its God and teachings, led him
to the "inescapable conclusion ... that
the early chapters of Genesis are not
necessarilyintended as 'history'."Smith
builds a strong case for the logic leading to this conclusion, that ultimately
allowed him to adopt a worldview that
includes both traditionalChristianfaith
and evolutionaryhistory.

