FROM THE PRESIDENT
NABT
President-2007
PatWaller,

Dear Biology Educator,

Jerrywas the first Executive Director
of NABT and served in a leadership role
for more that 18 years (1960-1978). 1 am
grateful to Jerry Lightner for sharing this
book with me because the information in
his book has generated two major activities to which the Board of Directors has
made a commitment.
First, there is a need for a defined
fund raising campaign. To this need, the
NABT Board of Directors created a new
staff position, Director of Development.
The Director's major responsibility is
to improve our financial status through
accessing non-traditional funding sources and establishing an endowment fund.
Second, in 2013, NABTwill celebrate
its Diamond Anniversary(75 years). Now
is the time to write a history of NABTthat
spans the 75 years. Leonard Blessing and
Monroe Cravats spent the summer generating an outline for the book. Dennis
Gathman, Chair of the Retired Members
Section, is working with the retired members to refine the outline and find authors
for the writing task. The Board's next
step is to find a sponsor or sponsors who
will provide funding for the publication.
Please, if you are interested in writing or
have information to share, contact the
NABT office. I think these two goals: an
endowment fund and a book of our history are achievable by 2013.
This will be my last letter to you
as President of NABT. So I am looking
ahead but I want to take some time to
reflect on the activities of NABT during

this past year. Here is just a brief list of
a few of our endeavors.
In April, Jacqueline McLaughlin
(Chair of the Four-YearCollege Section),
PamTabery(a member of the NABTBoard
of Directors), and I were able to organize
an NABT Region II workshop hosted by
sanofi-pasteurfocused on vaccines. There
were 80 participants.The morning activities were presentations by the sanofi-pasteur researchers. The afternoon sessions
were learning strategiesand activities that
could be taken directly to classrooms. A
survey at the end of the day revealed an
overwhelming positive response to this
type of workshop. To encourage other
members to organize similar workshops,
the three of us have developed a How-To
GuideforWorkshops(availablethis spring)
from our Reston Office.
Another avenue that NABT is pursuing is the expansion of partnerships
with other organizations. Many of them
you will probably recognize: ASM, AIBS,
and TFA. NABT has been approached
by many organizations because of our
reputation as being the leaders in biology education. This year we joined The
U.S. Partnership for the Education for
Sustainable Development (www.us
partnership.org). This organization is a
non-partisan volunteer partnership of
organizations in the United States formed
to foster education for sustainable development throughout the nation.
In addition, several grant solicitations are being pursued to increase professional opportunities for not only our
members but also other biology educators. We hope to have positive results to
share with you early next year.
We have been working on increasing our membership. In the spring, we
encouraged our seasoned members to
Mentor-A-Memberby paying for a oneyear membership for a new colleague.
This successful campaign brought in over
70 new members. However, the failure
to retain members continues to plague
us. So the Board has decided to make
a special offer for the 70th Anniversary.
The membership fee for 2008 will be

$70.00. That is, $70 for the 70th year!! I
am asking each of you (with the reduced
fee available) to make a special effort to
invite colleagues to become members.
I think this quote from Jerry
Lightner's book sums up what many
of us in NABT feel: "It is interesting to
note that friendships developed between
delegates that hot July day in New York
City were lasting; they contributed in
no small degree to holding the NABT
together during the Association's tenuous first years of existence." As I have
said in several communications this year,
it is the relationships that will hold
NABT together and build an even stronger support for biology education.
During this year, I have met many
teachers who are dedicated to doing the
best that can be done for their students.
I have met people outside of biology
education who want to help us continue
in our good work. NABT needs to continue to serve as the "Leaderin Biology
Education."
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve this dedicated group of
educators. I want to express my appreciation to the NABT Board of Directors and
the NABT staff who worked above and
beyond the call of duty this year.
In January,Todd Carterwill become
NABTPresident.As President-Elect,Todd
has been involved in the new NABTinitiatives. I know NABTwill continue to move
forward under Todd's leadership. I wish
him success and will be there to help.
Best wishes to all for a wonderful
2008.

Pat Waller
NABTPresident-2007
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Next year, 2008, we will be celebrating our 70th year of existence. During
the spring, I read GeorgeJeffersandJerry
P. Lightner's book, As We RememberIt:
A Personal Recollectionof the First Four
Decades of the National Association of
BiologyTeachers.The announcement of the
formationof NABTappearedin theJuly 2,
1938 edition of The New YorkTimes:the
title, "Biologists Form Society-National
Teachers Group will Publish a Journal."
Dr. Oscar Riddle of the Carnegie Institute
made the announcement. Needless to say,
I was impressed with our dramatic "birth
announcement."

