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A Day in the Salt Marsh. By Kevin
Kurtz with Illustrations by Consie
Powell. Sylvan Dell Publishing. 2007.
(ISBN 0976882353). 32 pp. Hardcover.
$15.95. Ages 4 through 8.
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Turtle Summer: A Journal for my
Daughter. By Mary Alice Monroe with
Photographs by Barbara J. Bergwerf.
2007. Sylvan Dell Publishing. (ISBN
0977742377).
32 pp. Hardcover.
$15.95. Ages 6 through 10.
Turtle Summer: A Journal for my
Daughter by Mary Alice Monroe with
photographs by Barbara J. Bergwerf
is a companion book to Swimming
Lessons, the sequel to the best-selling
novel, The Beach House. It is a colorful, picturesque journal that vividly
describes the nesting cycle of loggerhead sea turtles and other life on the
beach from May until August.
Throughout the book, the author
engages young readers in ways that
they can readily understand, such as:
introducing the journal with a note
from Mama, referring to her daughter
as a "helper"on the Sea Turtle Team,
digging with a shell, and carrying a red
bucket. As a result, the book comes
alive for the reader.
The author's description of the
return of the female loggerhead sea

turtle after approximately 30 years and
the preparation of the nest, and the
accompanying framed photographs,
enable the reader to visualize the activity. Further, the author describes the
procedure for moving eggs to a safe
place if the nest is located below the
high tide line, as well as how nests are
protected by federal law. As the story
unfolds, from nesting to hatching, the
photographs help readers to visualize scenes from morning until night
with the stars and moon as hatchlings
return to the sea.
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The phrases "now we wait,""while
we wait,"and "wewatch, wait and wonder," are repeated numerous times by
the author. These phrases may encourage young readers to patiently observe
flowers, shells, and shore birds on the
coast. Also, the author emphasizes what
nature-lovers and beach-goers should
or should not do during the nesting
season in order to ensure the survival
of the species. A visit to the Sea Turtle
Hospital is a highlight of the book
showing how volunteers care for injured
turtles.
The section "CreativeMinds"offers
several activities for children and teachers, including: Loggerhead Nesting Fun
Facts, Shell Identification, and Making
Your Own Nature Scrapbook. For
young readers, the book is a resource
for studying and identifying life on the
coast, while teachers will find the book
an excellent resource for writing lessons
and other activities.
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A Day in the Salt Marsh by Kevin
Kurtz with illustrations by Consie
Powell introduces readers to hourly
changes as the tide comes and goes in
the salt marsh using rhyming verses.
All of the animals and plants are depicted in their natural habitats. Features
such as panoramic views, bold colors,
and picture-in-a-picture(PIP) provide
extensive visual perception that will
enhance reading skills. Throughout the
book, examples abound of adaptations
made by animals-fiddler crabs defending themselves, the terrapin biting into
a snail's shell, and the great blue heron
using its beak to catch fish. In addition,
pictures of river otters running, splashing, and swimming while their mother
watches are striking and will appeal to
young readers as they relate to their
mothers watching while they play.
The story of cordgrass drinking
salt water and spitting the salt out in
order to preserve the salt marsh will fascinate young readers. In addition, two
types of Spartina grass are discussed
in this dynamic ecosystem-one type
providing food, fertilizing the grass in
the marsh, and producing "wrack,"a
floating pile of grass which provides
food and refuge for small animals in
the sea. On the other hand, another
type called "alterniflora"is a weed that
is growing too fast and destroying the
habitat of valuable marsh plants. Kurtz
also explains the importance of the
salt marsh as a protector of our inland
waterways and coastline.

or photocopied. These activities will
pique the curiosity of young readers
and will appeal to parents and teachers. Further, teachers will be able to
develop interdisciplinary lessons in
math, science, and geography. The format, with rhyming verses, makes the
book interesting and fun to read.

