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Recalls
The following products are being

recalled because they pose
hazards to children, report officials
at the U.S ConsumerProduct Safety
Commission.

O Larami Corporation is re-

calling 20,000 "'Pop Up Answer
Phones" because the toys' small
parts pose a choking hazard to
children.
Thephoneshave 6-inchby 8-inch

red and white bases and blue
receivers. Labelson both pcirts read
"'Pop Up Answer Phone." Model
number 1808-0 appears on the
package, but not on the toys. A
1.5-inch long plastic antenna
projects from the top of the tele-
phone receiver. The phone has 12
red buffons and a roller directory.
Nearly identical toys identified

with an adhesive red dot on the
receivers and on the front of the
packages are not being recalled.
The toys may be returned for

refunds to the stores where they
were purchased or they may be
mailed to: Lararni Corporation, 340
N. 12th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107.

ID Illco Company, USA, Inc.,
is recalling some "Walt Disney
Mickey Mouse Baby Play Gyms"
because the toys' small parts pre-
sent a choking hazard.
About 17,000 of the free-standing

activity centers, model number
8722, were sold in 198 7. Each set has
four tubular supportsanda crossbar
with three fabric or plastic straps
suspended from it. Each strap holds
a Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, or

disc-shaped rattle. Each gym cost
about $17.
The buckles, loops and rattles

on the gyms might come loose or
break, posing a choking hazard to
children.
The recall applies only to those

toys with plastic or unstitched fabric
straps. Gyms with fabric straps that
are stitched intwo locations are not
being recalled.
For free replacement parts, con-

tact: Consumer Service Depart-
ment, Illco Toy Company, 200 Fifth
Ave., New York, NY 10010.

10 Toys-R-Us stores are recalling
eight "Crib Pals Rattle" models
because they pose a choking
hazard to children.
The recalled rattles include "'Kitty

Cat Lion Raftle," a 3.5 inch, round,
yellow, plastic toy that looks like a

Wheelsallowtheboattobepushed
along the floor. The toys were sold
nationally for about $5.
The toys may be returned for

refunds to the stores where they
were purchased.

Congress bans
lawn darts
The U. S. Senate and House of

Representativesbanned the sale of
lawn darts in all stores effective Dec.
19, 1988.
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety

Commission (CPSC) banned lawn
darts from toy stores in July.
Three childrenyoungerthan age

14 years have died in lawn dart
accidents, CPSC figures show.
About 670 children are treated in
hospitals for lawn dart inj'un'es each
year.

Drug-exposed newborns
At least 10 percent of the infants

born in 36 U.S. hospitals are born
drug-exposed, report researchers at
the Chicago-based National Asso-
ciation for Perinatal Addiction
Research and Education.
The researchers studied nearly

155,000 births from hospitals nation-
wide. At the hospitals studied, as
few as .4 percent and as many as
27 percent of the new mothers sur-

veyed took drugs during preg-
nancy. Some infants were born
drug-addicted, but in others, the
signs of exposure to drugs (includ-
ing heroin, methadone, cocaine,
amphetamines, PCP and mari-
juana)were not noticed for several
dcrys after birth.

Parental loss and
mental illness
Family problems following. the

death of a parent or divorce might
be a factor inwhethera child devel-
opspsychologicalproblemslaterin
life, according to a report in the
November 1988Archives ofGeneral
Psychiatry.
Researchers studied the effect of

parental loss during childhood in 90
adultswho lost a parentwhen they
were two to 17 years old. The adults
with a history of psychological
problems had a poorer home life
and a poorer relationship with the
remaining parent than did those
with no history of mental illness. 0

More than one of 10 public school students may be
in need of special education. About 50 % of these
students have learning disablilities.

cat's face. The toy hasa red handle
that, when pulled, causes a plastic
mane to pop out The rattles are
model number V-2402 SKN23970.
The back of the raftles are labeled
"'Made in Japan." About 2,500 of
the rattles were sold from October
1987 to August 1988 for $3.99 each.
The other recalled toys are sets of

seven "Playtime Pals" raftles. The
sets are packaged as "Crib Pals
#RS-7 Playtime Pals- SKN234974."
Each set includes "Musical Chime,
Li'l Fish, Bath Toy, Dial 'N Raftle,
Squeaky Rattle, Star Raftle, Happy
Horn, and Trumpet Time" rattles.
Each toy is made of yellow, red, blue
and white plastic. " "Royal" andbr
"Japan" is printed on each rattle.

rAlb-out 13,000 of the rattleswere sold
fromNovember 1987 to July 1988 for
$16.99 a set.
The rattles may be returned for

refunds to any Toys-R-Us store. For
more information, contact: Toys-R-
Us, (800) 548-0364.

O Child World Inc. is recalling
about 10,000 "Cap'n Mickey's
Motorboats," model number 8230,
because the toys' small parts pose
a choking hazard to children
The toys are six-inch long red,

white and blue plastic motorboats
with seated Goofy, Donald Duck
and Mickey Mouse figures that
jiggle when the boat is moved. A
wind-up key activates a propeller
when the boat is put in water.

Editor's note: "Commentary" is designed to
provide members with pertinent technical infor-
mation synthesized from current clinical litera-
ture and other sources ofpediatric knowledge.
"Commentary" does not necessarily represent
opinions or offlcialpolicyoftheAcademy; rather,
the opinions expressed here are solely those of
the authors.

Artifical insemination by donor:
A new concern for the pediatrician

Artificial insemination with donor semen is
being used with increasing frequency for
couples with male infertility and for some

couples at high risk of having children with
inherited diseases. It has been estimated that
artificial insemination by donor other than
husbqnd currently results in 30,000 births
annually in the United States -I This accounts for
approximately 1 percent of the 3 to 3.5 million
babies bom annually in this country.
Thepurpose of thiscommentciry is to alertpedi-

ati cians to the increasing use of altemative

reproductive methods, ofwhich artificial insem-
ination is the most frequent. The pediatrician
should be aware of guidelines for artificial
insemination using donor semen that were
designed, in part, to protect the health of infants
conceived by this method. Many of the issues
discussed also have relevance for other less
frequently utilized reproductive techniques such
as in vitro fertilization, embryo transfer and sur-

rogate motherhood - The social and ethical
concems aboutsome ofthese othertechnologies
make discussion ofthesebeyondthe scope of this
commentary.
Although pediatricians are not involved with

the technical procedure, we are concemed with
the health of children conceived by artificial
insemination. Pediatricians may be unaware
that a childwas conceived by donor insemina-
tion Often, parents are reluctant to share this
information with the pediatrician or with the
obstetrician who delivers the baby. This arises
from concems that others in the community or
the child will leam of his patemity. Thus, pedi-

atricians evaluating a child for a suspected
genetic disorder should verify the biologic rela-
tionships of the parents to the child, while assur-

ing the parents of the confidentiality of the
information.
Pediatricians also will become involved in

alerting families to the availability of artificial
insemination as a reproductive option for
families in which a child has an autosomal
recessive disease or disease inherited from the
father. Parents may ask questions conceming
the safety of this method, and request advice
from the pediatrician whether or not to utilize
artificial insemination.
The American Fertility Society (AFS) and the

American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB)
have published guidelines for use of donor

1,3semen for arttcial insemination. These guide
lineswere devised, in part, to improve the selec-
tion of donors to protect the infant and mother
from genetic and infectious diseases. These
guidelines include specific recommendations

Continued on P. 12

6 AAP News/January 1989

Downloaded from http://publications.aap.org/aapnews/article-pdf/5/1/6/870854/6.pdf
by guest
on 18 August 2022




