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This book proposes a new interpretation of Chinese history through diaspora moments. Looking back, I am still startled by how much time and
care it takes before new ideas can see the light of day. From inception to
print, it requires not only the will of one person, but also the labor, support,
and protection of numerous o
 thers along the way. I feel fortunate to have
reached this point and to have so many p
 eople and institutions to thank
for it.
Starting from a Ph.D. dissertation at the University of California–
Santa Cruz, this book project evolved and expanded at the University of
Wisconsin–Madison. A privileged opportunity to work closely with Gail
Hershatter throughout my graduate training, as well as with Emily Honig
at the dissertation stage, provided an important basis for this book that I
hope both of them would recognize. During the fall of 2015, a manuscript
workshop attended by Anne Hansen, Kenneth Pomeranz, Francisco Scarano,
Steve Stern, and Louise Young helped push along a major reconceptualization of the work. This experience added to my already great fortune of
working among some of the kindest and finest people in the profession.
From the time of my arrival in Madison, James Sweet has generously supported my research and shared advice on many occasions, even through
his busy years as department chair. Francisco Scarano kept me for years
under his wise mentorship, patiently commenting on many pieces of work
that have gone into this study. During some of the most difficult moments
of writing, I benefited from Louise Young’s broad intellect and extraordinary kindness, without which I fear I would not have finished this book.
Steve Stern took me in at a critical time. During the long conversations we
had at cafés on Monroe Street, he helped me improve the architecture of
the manuscript and the sound of my voice; both he and Florencia Mallon
were a constant source of warmth and encouragement. Ever so generous with
her attention, Gail Hershatter read the revised manuscript in its entirety
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and offered detailed and pertinent feedback. As I have come to enjoy my
current academic home, Gail remains one of the greatest inspirations in
my intellectual life. To her and to the scholars mentioned above, I owe so
much more than they can possibly imagine.
Many other individuals and organizations contributed financial and
cultural resources vital to the completion of this book. A yearlong leave
in 2014–15, funded by the Institute of Research in the Humanities at uw-
Madison and the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for Scholarly Exchange,
allowed me to focus on writing. I am grateful to Susan Stanford Friedman
for my productive residence at the irh. At Duke University Press, Kenneth
Wissoker believed in the project early on. With the expert assistance
of Elizabeth Ault, he arranged for review by three attentive anonymous
readers. Susan Albury oversaw the production of this book. I should also
acknowledge the help of Takashi Fujitani and Reed Malcolm at the University of California Press. For years, the uw-Madison Graduate School
provided summer salaries, travel grants, and fellowship top-ups to help me
meet the demands of this project. In addition, support for this research
was provided by the University of Wisconsin–Madison Office of the Vice
Chancellor for Research and Graduate Education with funding from the
Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation. My current position, historian
of Asian diasporas, was created with a major grant from the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation. Before moving to Madison, two internal faculty research
grants from the University of Victoria enabled me to conduct additional
research for the book. At uc-Santa Cruz, my dissertation project was supported by the University of California Pacific Rim Research Program, the
History Department, the Institute for Humanities Research, and the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. In t hese economic
and political times, I realize these significant opportunities came from
the persistence of many p
 eople and organizations to promote young scholars and emerging work.
Apart from the aforementioned, a great many colleagues shared thoughts
at various stages of my project and lifted me up with their good w
 ill and engagement. My sincere thanks go to Sana Aiyar, Lawrence Ashmun, Cindy
I-fen Cheng, Kathryn Ciancia, Michael Cullinane, Joseph Dennis, Nan Enstad,
Edward Friedman, Nicole Huang, Stephen Kantrowitz, Charles Kim,
Judd Kinzley, David McDonald, Alfred McCoy, Viren Murthy, Leonora
Neville, Se-Mi Oh, Steve Ridgely, Mary Louise Roberts, Claire Taylor, Sarah
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Thal, Daniel Ussishkin, Thongchai Winichakul, André Wink, and Dianna Xu.
I am also indebted to the gracious support of Laird Boswell, Ana Maria Candela, Angelina Chin, Madeline Hsu, Evelyn Hu-Dehart, Huang Jianli, Glen
Peterson, Lisa Rofel, and Jeffrey Wasserstrom. At conferences and talks, the
sharp intellectualism of these scholars inspired me to keep moving forward:
Sunil Amrith, Tani Barlow, Leslie Bow, Tina Mai Chen, Prasenjit Duara,
Donna Gabaccia, Michael Godley, Phillip Guingona, Rebecca Karl, Beth
Lew-Williams, Tomislav Longinović, Laura Madokoro, Ronald Radano,
Leander Seah, Guo-Quan Seng, Shu-mei Shih, Wang Gungwu, Dominic
Meng-Hsuan Yang, and Tara Zahra. In Hong Kong and Xiamen, Hon Ming
Yip and Shen Huifeng helped me gain access to important research materials and w
 ere wonderful interlocutors. On many days, the intelligent, hardworking undergraduate and graduate students in Madison gave me faith in
teaching and helped ease the solitude of writing. Jeanne Essame, Anthony
Medrano, Billy Noseworthy, and Galen Poor stimulated me with good conversations about their projects. For quite a while, David Krakauer and Jessica
Flack at the Wisconsin Institute for Discovery let me eavesdrop on bewildering discussions about science while I was wrestling with my own prob
lems with time and history. Tim and Laura Taylor were kind enough to read
my book prospectus at the last minute. During one winter break, Yajun Mo,
knowing fully that the Caribbean is the other way, came to Wisconsin from
Boston to help make sure I finish the last revisions.
At an earlier phase of my work, I received many excellent opportunities
that I had not dreamt would lead me h
 ere. Provocative talks at the Center
for Cultural Studies at uc-Santa Cruz cracked open a world of interdisciplinary and politically engaged scholarship. My involvement with the
graduate student research cluster, aparc, profoundly shaped my interests
and thinking. I learned a lot from my friend Andy Chih-ming Wang. For
my brief time at UVic, where I was employed to replace the g reat Yuen-
fong Woon, I thank members of the faculty and staff for making pleasant
my transition from student to professor, particularly Cody Poulton, Michael Bodden, Gregory Blue, Tim Iles, and Hiroko Noro. At the University
of British Columbia, where I completed my undergraduate and master’s
education, Diana Lary, Henry Yu, and the late Edgar Wickberg let me learn,
miss, and keep trying.
Over the years, a now diaspora of cherished friends and teachers have
influenced and sustained me intellectually and personally: Noriko Aso,
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Edmund Burke III, Cathryn Clayton, Elena Casado Aparicio, Stephanie
Chan, Catherine Chang, Alan Christy, Nellie Chu, James Clifford, Christopher Connery, Alexander Day, Dana Frank, Conal Ho, Fang Yu Hu, Minghui
Hu, Michael Jin, Wenqing Kang, David Palter, Cynthia Polecritti, Xiaoping
Sun, Jeremy Tai, Yenling Tsai, Marilyn Westerkamp, Rob Wilson, Dustin
Wright, and Alice Yang. Others in Hong Kong and Vancouver have long
indulged me with their love and affection: Corina Chen, Euphemia Chow,
Elson Kung, Irene Kwok, Antonia Lam, Jenny Lau, Hoying Lee, Patricia
Leung, Vivian Liu, Iona Sham, Melanie Sing, Karen Tan, Carman Wong,
and Fiona Wong. Regrettably, there are many more names I am leaving out.
To family members who have borne the burdens of this journey, words
fail. To my father, mother, brothers, in-laws, and relatives, I feel your patience. To dear Philip, I can only dedicate this book to you.
Parts of this book previously appeared in the following publications
and in a different form: “Rethinking the ‘Left-Behind’ in Chinese Migrations: A Case of Liberating Wives in Emigrant South China in the 1950s,”
in Dirk Hoerder and Amarjit Kaur, eds., Proletarian and Gendered Mass
Migrations: A Global Perspective on Continuities and Discontinuities from
the Nineteenth to the Twenty-First Centuries (Leiden: Brill, 2013), 451–66;
“The Disobedient Diaspora: Overseas Chinese Students in Mao’s China,
1958–66,” Journal of Chinese Overseas 10, no. 2 (2014): 220–38; and “The
Case for Diaspora: A Temporal Approach to the Chinese Experience,”
Journal of Asian Studies 74, no. 1 (February 2015): 107–28.
May the ideas in this book be worthy of all the help I received; I s hall
remain responsible for the shortcomings.

