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If speculation is a practice of world making, completing this book similarly required the cosmological aggregation of many generative thinkers. My earliest teachers, who first grabbed hold of my imagination and
shook off my assumptions of how the world could be, were the aforementioned writers of science fiction: Octavia E. Butler, Samuel R. Delany,
and Ursula K. LeGuin. Though their works of fiction are not the objects
of analysis in this project, the force of their fabulations rewired my brain
early on and instigated a whole lifetime of critical inquiry. I am also deeply
grateful to the convivial and critically acute group of thinkers called an uncertain commons, whose collaboratively written and collectively published
Speculate This! serves as a sort of companion manifesto to Migrant Futures.
It has been thinking in common with folks like these as well as the inimitable Donna Haraway and all of the feminist-queer science and technology
studies students who have been inspired by her work, that has made this
book a possibility.
Migrant Futures began as a doctoral dissertation at the University of
California, San Diego (ucsd), where I not only received crucial guidance
and support but also found the best models of bringing scholarly pursuits,
teaching practices, and political commitments together in meaningful
ways. First and foremost, I want to acknowledge Shelley Streeby, whose
steadfast encouragement and level-headed focus on political work (and the
politics of work) sustained a whole cadre of students, myself included, who
would take to heart her daily practice of showing up when it mattered and
growing a sense of solidarity too rarely experienced in our line of work. My
heartfelt thanks also go to Lisa Bloom, Lisa Cartwright, Michael Davidson, Page duBois, the late Rosemary Marangoly George, J. Jack Halberstam,
Nicole King, George Lipsitz, Lisa Lowe, Eileen Myles, Roddey Reid, Winnie
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Woodhull, and Lisa Yoneyama. It was at ucsd that I encountered some of
the most lasting teacher-interlocutor-friends. Neel Ahuja, Kyla Schuller,
and Elizabeth Steeby: I am so lucky to have you in my corner. I would be
remiss not to acknowledge also the solidarity and mentorship I received
from several women of color in the cohort who graduated just prior to me,
including: Neda Atanasoski, Jinah Kim, Su Yun Kim, and Gabriela Nuñez.
There are many more I would like to name, but suffice it to say that I feel
honored to count myself a part of an extensive ucsd intellectual family.
I have had strong and caring teachers all along. Among those who
helped show me a path of scholarly and political commitments are teachers from my time at Princeton University and the Bread Loaf School of
English: Wendy Chun, Gina Dent, Diana Fuss, Martin Harries, Claudia
Johnson, Tom Keenan, Arthur Little, Wahneema Lubiano, Emily Martin,
Jeff Nunokawa, D. Vance Smith, Claire Sponsler, Cornel West, and Hertha
Sweet Wong.
This book’s engagement with finance culture was significantly enriched
from my time with the University of California Humanities Research Institutes Residential Research Group, “Speculative Globalities.” This space of
convivial collaboration brought me into a new set of reading, thinking, and
writing practices that has expanded what I thought possible in academe.
To Cesare Casarino, Bishnu Ghosh, Colin Milburn, Geeta Patel, Rita Raley,
Bhaskar Sarkar, and Sudipta Sen: I thank you for all you taught me in intellectual spheres as well as in culinary appetites.
More recently I have had the great pleasure of reading and thinking
in common with Kiran Asher, Jennifer Hamilton, Rebecca Herzig, Banu
Subramaniam, and Angie Willey. Together, we have constituted a feminist
science and technology studies research group based in New England, and
that camaraderie has been tremendously inspiring and productive for this
work. Banu and Angie have extended their caring attention to me when I
needed it most, and I hope to be able to keep reciprocating that care for the
rest of our lives. A little farther afield, I have found other feminist-queer-
geek-confabulators, such as Alexis Lothian and Rebekah Sheldon, who remind me that sometimes the best critics are also fans.
Much of this work evolved over the course of presenting its component ideas as talks given at the Five Colleges; Stanford University; Seoul
National University; the University of California, Santa Cruz; and, on several occasions, the annual Futures of American Studies Institute. Being
invited into international and transdisciplinary scholarly arenas has been
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rewarding, and I want to thank the generous audiences at the national conferences where I have presented this work, including the annual meetings
of the American Studies Association, the Association of Asian American
Studies, the Modern Language Association, the National Women’s Studies
Association, and the Society for Cinema and Media Studies.
Asian American Studies has over the past decade become an increasingly
important intellectual community for me, and so many folks have gone out
of their way to engage my scholarship and support my career in multitudinous ways. For their intellectual and emotional labor, I owe a great debt to:
Jason Oliver Chang, Kandice Chuh, David Eng, Christopher Fan, Catherine
Fung, Tammy Ho, Betsy Huang, Jinny Huh, Joseph Jeon, Rachel C. Lee,
Sue J. Kim, Martin Manalansan, Anita Mannur, Christine Mok, Lisa Nakamura, Cathy Schlund-Vials, Stephen Sohn, and Min Hyoung Song.
During my time at Dartmouth, I was lucky to find an intellectual community that carved out a space for coalitional and communal living and
thinking. Though many of us are now part of a Dartmouth diaspora, our
overlapping time together laid the groundwork for friendships that outlast
the vicissitudes of institutional affiliation. Special thanks to: Laura Braunstein, Adrienne Clay, Mary Coffey, Soyica Diggs Colbert, Reena Godlthree,
Christian Haines, Max Hantel, Rashauna Johnson, Eng-Beng Lim, Abby
Neely, Tanalis Padilla, Julia Rabig, Russell Rickford, Naaborko SackeyfioLenoch, Jeff Sharlet, Craig Sutton, Derrick and Stephanie White, and more
generally, the Ferguson Teaching Collective.
Dartmouth College also provided various forms of structural support for
the production of this manuscript. Thanks to the Walter and Leslie Center
for the Humanities, the Walter and Constance Burke Research Initiation
Award, the Gender Research Institute, and the Dean of Faculty’s Junior
Faculty Fellowship. Several senior colleagues (Colleen Boggs, Andrew
McCann, Don Pease, Barbara Will, and Melissa Zeiger) also read portions
of the work, and I thank the English department and Women’s, Gender, and
Sexuality Studies program in particular for providing the space and time
to grow this project among you. Dartmouth also became an institutional
member of the National Center for Faculty Development and Diversity. I
have found valuable mentorship, commiseration, and guidance in my Faculty Success Program alumnae group there, as well as among the many
women and nonbinary people of color in academia on social media.
Thanks, too, to Ken Wissoker and the entire editorial team at Duke University Press, including Elizabeth Ault, Sara Leone, and Jeanne Ferris. Ken
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has believed in this work for many years, and without his unwavering support and care manifested in many ways, it would never have come to fruition. Sincere thanks also to Sara, who peeked out from behind the project
editor’s track changes to share an uncommon level of empathy during a
particularly rough patch. Before the manuscript arrived at Duke, I was able
to have the incisive, generous, and witty Josh Rutner, my freelance friend-
editor, prepare it for more official eyes. It is a pleasure to work with such
attuned and deeply committed editors.
Sometimes, extraordinary measures taken by a tightly knit fabric of
friends and family are the only way a project gets completed. Among all
those who held my hand or helped drag me across the finish line, Bill Boyer
has probably had to shoulder most of this loving labor. One could not dream
of a more steadfast partner across so many terrains, and I am deeply grateful to be facing the world with the best of teammates.
This book is for my families, who are listed above in porous groupings,
but in many ways, it is a book that comes out of my first family. For this reason, I want to acknowledge most tenderly Joon, Jaisoo, and Gene Bahng,
who instilled in me a love of critical inquiry that sustains the speculations
that follow.
Some of the individual chapters listed below were previously published
in different versions. “Extrapolating Transnational Arcs, Excavating Imperial Legacies: The Speculative Acts of Karen Tei Yamashita’s Through
the Arc of the Rain Forest,” “Alien/Asian,” edited by Stephen H. Sohn, special issue, melus 33, no. 4 (Winter 2008): 123–44; “The Cruel Optimism of
Asian Futurity and Reparative Practices in Sonny Liew’s Malinky Robot,”
in Techno-Orientalism, edited by Betsy Huang, Greta Niu, and David Roh
(New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2015), 163–79; “Specters
of the Pacific: Salt Fish Drag and Atomic Hauntologies in the Era of Genetic Modification,” “Fictions of Speculation,” edited by Hamilton Carroll
and Annie McClanahan, special issue, Journal of American Studies, 49, no. 4
(Fall 2015): 663–79.

