Acknowledgments
Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/chapter-pdf/620340/9780822377337-vii.pdf by guest on 03 December 2021

First, I’d like to thank the folks at Duke University Press for all
their help in getting this project into shape, especially Ken Wissoker, Jade Brooks, Danielle Szulczewski, and Heather Hensley.
Jeanne Ferris is a great copyeditor, and this book reads better
for her hard work. I also wish to thank the Crisis Publishing
Co., the publisher of the magazine of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (now known as the
naacp), for the use of the material first published in the September 1928 issue of Crisis Magazine. Sean Metzger, Gina Masquesmay, and the folks at Lexington Books published an early
version of my first chapter in Embodying Asian/American Sexualities. Thomas Wirth generously provided access to Richard
Bruce Nugent’s manuscripts and art and introduced me to the
Negroni, Nugent’s drink of choice. I would also like to thank
all the archivists and librarians at the Lesbian Herstory Archive,
Columbia University Oral History Archives, New York City Department of Records and Information Services, New York Public
Library (nypl) Center for Humanities, nypl Performing Arts
Library, nypl Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture,
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library at Yale University,
Bancroft Library at the University of California (uc), Berkeley,
and the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
I would also like to thank the students, staff, postdocs, and
faculty of the programs and departments that have housed me
during this long process: UC Irvine’s History Department, Loy-

viii

|

Acknowledgments

Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/chapter-pdf/620340/9780822377337-vii.pdf by guest on 03 December 2021

ola Marymount’s American Cultures Program, the University of Oregon’s Department of Ethnic Studies, and the Department of Gender and
Women’s Studies and Department of Asian American Studies at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. All the help—from answering my
inane questions about where supplies have been moved to and making
sure that my documents arrived on time to encouraging my intellectual
development—has been indispensable. My dissertation committee, whose
members may not even recognize this project at this point, consisted of
Alice Fahs, who has been a wonderful model for me in navigating my job;
Jon Wiener, who keeps the political import of the academy alive; and Bob
Moeller, who taught me how to be a patient researcher and how to teach.
I would also like to thank all the incredible students I have had over the
years, including Ma Vang, Kit Myers, Margarita Smith, Lezlie Frye, Khanh
Lê, Chris Finley, Angie Morrill, Leslie Riggs, Beverly Zoll, Mark Padoongpatt, Ari Divine, Christine Kolb, Héctor Miramontes, Michael Eaves, Katie
Barry, Bess van Asselt, Angeline Shea, Ashley Zamora, Eric Roth, Sarah
Phillips, Ashley DeGroot, Christa Kivarkis, Stephanie Murphy, and Liz
Verklan. All these students and many others have sustained me, pushed
me to learn new things and become more articulate, and reminded me why
education is still important.
A number of folks have been kind enough to read parts and drafts of
this manuscript. Their comments, advice, and acumen have made the book
better in every way. Thanks to Roderick Ferguson, Sherrie Tucker, Chantal
Nadeau, and Jerry Gonzalez. Emily Skidmore gave me great comments on
a draft of this book and also worked as my research assistant. I can’t wait to
read her book! A big shout out to Siobhan Somerville and Moon-Kie Jung,
who not only have read earlier forms of this book, but have taken time to
mentor me and teach me how to exist ethically in institutions.
This book would not have been possible without the love and support of
my friends and family. Both my parents have done time in various capacities in academic institutions. Their love, support, guidance, and advice
have helped me through some of the most difficult of times. So thanks,
Mom, for all those hours-long phone calls and for making me do times
tables while rolling meatballs! And thanks to my father, whose exploits at
trad jazz basement shows in mid-century London serve as proper inspiration for this project. My brothers and their families have served as inspirations because they are so smart, creative, and nice. Thanks, Ian, for

Acknowledgments

|

ix

Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/chapter-pdf/620340/9780822377337-vii.pdf by guest on 03 December 2021

buying my first guitar. It turned into this book. I have cherished some of
the most confused, funny, and heartening phone calls with Nalini, Caden,
and Asha. Caden’s drawing of a hammerhead shark floating in air next to
a tree reminds me to think against regimes of common sense. Asha’s punk
performances make me long for modes of resistance. Robin, you are one of
the smartest guys I know. Amazingly, you always seem to know everything
about everything. Whenever I see Kathy and Nigel, warmth fills my heart.
Nigel’s enthusiasm for, well, every single activity reminds me to live joyfully. Colin in particular did hands-on work for this book, telling me that
what I thought was a clarinet was in fact a soprano saxophone, and helping
me transcribe music. He and the incomparable Aimee generously let me
stay at their place whenever I had research to do in New York. You two are
the best, or maybe just the best eaters.
My friends, who often seem like family, have gotten to witness this
project develop on a (sometimes almost painful) daily basis. They have
provided me with food, love, laughter, incredulity, and even places to stay
and airline tickets when I was down and out. They have also taught me how
to vacation and how to work without going crazy. Beth Stinson is one of my
oldest friends. We have joyfully collaborated as bandmates, coeditors, and
coconspirators. She often knows what I am thinking before I do. Thanks,
especially, for taking a first run through my footnotes and bibliography
and for staying up all night with me to turn in drafts. Mariam Lâm is super
smart and generous, and seemingly has endless energy. It has been a genuine pleasure to collaborate with her. She is always welcoming and full of
warmth and cleverness. The perceptive Mike Masatsugu provides me with
another model of what it means to be a good person. Here’s to the everyday! It was great to be a postdoc with him and Chris Lee, super genius.
Jennifer Allen made me into a mind warrior. That takes a lot of skill. Robert
Martinez kept me sane with his willingness to always hit the court. Bruce
Manning and Blake Manning Wong, may the force be with you. Thanks for
using your powers for good instead of evil. Dustin Allred has not said “no”
to writing a book with me. I am always impressed that he can discourse on
art, survive in a forest while eating ants, and fly planes. That’s cool. Max
is cool, too. Ian Sprandel has given me some of the most vaguely positive
and useful advice I’ve received, and is always welcoming, loving, licking,
and cooking. Also, Luciano looks like a keeper. Stephen Hocker, what a
tart. Seriously, he is a great pastry chef and a great friend, a gentleman and

x

|

Acknowledgments

Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/chapter-pdf/620340/9780822377337-vii.pdf by guest on 03 December 2021

a scholar. David Coyoca really tried to make me a better writer, and when
that didn’t work, he made me a great cocktail.
I have also been blessed with the best writing companions ever. The
ebullient Mireya Loza cheers for everybody. Karen Flynn has finally joined
the (grading) party! Ruth Nicole Brown is creative and productive, and
often chooses to do things the hard way. In short, she inspires. Yutian
Wong smiles and demands the best and most work from me in a way that
makes me want only to thank her. She also knows everything about everything and has the best real and fake ideas for book projects. I hope to join
her someday at the Giant Bonsai Institute because her intellect touches so
much of my own work. Isabel Molina has always opened her home to me,
has provided career guidance, and, most importantly, has been an admirable example of how to cheerfully destroy institutions from the inside.
Unfortunately for Lisa Cacho, she’s the one I consult and lean on when I’m
totally wrecked. These moments often call on her broad set of skills, her
intelligence, and her patience. She is one of the smartest people I know, and
she never holds that against me. Soo Ah Kwon has sat down with me almost
every day for almost two years. She starts the clock so that we both get work
done. She is levelheaded, has a can-do attitude, and has given me insight
into how the popular kids live. I really, really could not have finished this
book on this timetable without her.
Mimi Thi Nguyen is that rare combination of public intellectual, academic, and punk as fuck zinester. I am glad all over that she is in my life,
and would like to thank the Council of Magical Creatures for sending her
to the Land of Time. Her raw intelligence sustains me, and her presence
reminds me that I am free to fight. She always indulges me, even when it
is difficult. In addition to that, she is the most beautiful, bravest, smartest,
and kindest person I know. Morton is second.

