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From the very beginning, this volume has been a collaborative enterprise.
Its origins lie in a Dissertation Proposal Development Seminar sponsored
by the Social Science Research Council, which we were privileged to teach
in May 2009 in New Orleans and September 2009 in Philadelphia. Funded
by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, these seminars bring together
graduate students from disparate fields at the moment when they are first
formulating their dissertation topics. Our theme was “Empires of Vision,”
and from a very competitive field of applicants, we chose a dozen participants. They exceeded our most exorbitant expectations, and our marathon
sessions were wonderfully productive exercises in collaborative intellectual
stimulation. Our first expression of gratitude goes to the members of the
seminar: Mustafa Avci, an ethnomusicologist from New York University;
Jill Campaiola, a media studies student from Rutgers; Josefina de la Maza
Chevesich, an art historian from the State University of New York at Stony
Brook; Christine DeLucia, an American studies student from Yale; Melissa
Heer, an art historian from the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities; Jessica
Horton, an art historian from the University of Rochester; Saydia Kamal, an
anthropologist from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill; Andrea
Korta, an art historian from the University of California, Santa Barbara;
Daegan Miller, a historian from Cornell University; Deniz Turker, an art
historian from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Katherine Wiley,
an anthropologist from Indiana University, Bloomington; and Marieke
Wilson, an anthropologist from the Johns Hopkins University. Keep your
eyes out for them; they are all future leaders in their fields. We would also
like to thank the ssrc staff, Josh DeWind, Camille Peretz, Emily Burns,
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and Lauren Shields, for the gracious exercise of their formidable organizational talents.
Our next expression of gratitude goes to David Moshfegh, who took
time away from completing his dissertation in the UC Berkeley History
Department to do Herculean combat with the multi-headed Hydra who
grants permissions for previously published essays and images. Rather than
violence, he used tenacity, wit, and charm to obtain what made this collection possible. Also crucial in that endeavor was the generous support of the
Duke University Center for International Studies and its executive director
Robert Sikorski, and the Sidney Hellman Ehrman Chair at UC Berkeley. We
are grateful as well to the staff at the Duke University Press, in particular
Ken Wissoker, Jade Brooks, and our copyeditors Laura Poole and Danielle
Szulczewski, for all their help over the long gestation of this project. Additional thanks to the two anonymous readers who made helpful suggestions,
and to Diana Witt for preparing the index. But perhaps our deepest gratitude goes to the authors of the essays included in this volume. The opportunity to bring their remarkable work to a new and larger audience has been
enormously gratifying.

