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My first contact with Colombia came in 1963-1965 when I served as
a Peace Corps volunteer in western Cundinamarca. In July, 1970, I
returned to Colombia to begin fifteen months of research made possible through a grant from the Foreign Area Fellowship Program.
Funding for a year of dissertation write-up time was provided by the
same program, a Wetter Fellowship from the Department of History at
Stanford University, and the Committee on International Studies at
Stanford. Since completion of the dissertation I have returned twice to
Colombia for additional research thanks to grants from the National
Endowment for the Humanities, the American Philosophical Society,
and the Duke University Research Council.
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friendly and helpful, but Sra. Blanca de Armenta's charm made my
early work in the Sala de Investigadores especially enjoyable. Special
thanks go also to Dr. Jaime Duarte French, who, as Director of the
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that modem, pleasant library rich in materials on twentieth-century
Colombia; to the officials at the Archive of the Ministry of Defense
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the war housed in that repository; and to the congenial and efficient
staff of the notary public at Fusagasuga, Cundinamarca, who made
work in that warm coffee-country town a pleasure.
The example of a new and dynamic generation of Colombian historians has greatly influenced this work. In their quest for solutions to
the problems of the present, these young historians are overcoming
the formidable material obstacles to serious historical research in an
underdeveloped
country and transforming the quality of Colombian
historiography. I have benefited particularly from discussions with
Hector Melo, Marco Palacios, and Hermes Tovar.
In the United States, I would like to thank John Johnson, whose
great humanity, dedication to scholarship, and support over the years
created the environment
which made this study possible. David
Bushnell provided encouragement and many constructive suggestions
at a critical stage in the work, as did John TePaske, my colleague at
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Duke. Frank Safford, a friendly but severe and demanding critic, gave
generously of his time and understanding of nineteenth-century
Colombian history and helped me to clarify many points in my argument.
William McGreevey also read the manuscript and offered helpful
suggestions. Dot Sapp, whose efficiency and graciousness are legendary at Duke, typed the final draft of the manuscript.
To all these institutions, committees, functionaries, and scholars I
wish to express my appreciation for their interest and support. Naturally, all statements and conclusions presented are my own and do not
necessarily reflect the views of any of the sponsors or critics of the
study.
Finally, thanks go to my wife, Magola, who has taught me much
about Colombia that is difficult to glean from books and old papers,
and who contributed to the completion of this study in many indirect
but profound ways.
The book is dedicated to the memory of my wife's father, Julio
Bohorquez, and to our children, Joel and Andrea. Their grandfather
was three years old when the War of the Thousand Days began, and
throughout his life, as a small coffee grower in Cundinamarca, he
grappled individually and creatively, if ultimately unsuccessfully,
with many of the same historical forces I have attempted to analyze in
this history. As our understanding of these historical forces increases,
so also will the ability of my own generation to work collectively to
build a freer, more egalitarian social order in the world for our children.

