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Despite our best intentions, we claim the name of author when we
know how much work and aﬀection such a nomination covers over.
This book is no exception. So many people were involved in the research
and thought in this volume that another might be written to honor their
support and companionship, and chances are that I might omit the name
of someone whose goodwill made this book possible. The thought pains
me, and I hope no kindness is forgotten.
I am indebted to several friends for their love and companionship.
Amy Villarejo, Barbara White, Sally Meckling, Madhava Prasad, Joy
Van Fuqua, and Elayne Tobin were among the best teachers I had in
graduate school, and my teachers in graduate school were more than
that; they were intellectual models who made this work a pleasure: Jane
Feuer, Janet Staiger, Eric Clarke, Lucy Fischer, and, ﬁnally, a scholar
who oﬀers new forms of exciting intellectual work and makes them a
joy that I carry with me, Marcia Landy. Many people were kind to me
at moments when it wasn’t clear whether this project was viable and
I needed some guidance and cheer: Steven Cohan, Ina Hark, Douglas
Crimp, Colin MacCabe, Eric Smoodin, Caren Kaplan, Jonathan Arac,
Carol Kay, Paul Bové, Eve Sedgwick, Paul Smith, Carol Stabile, John
Groch, and Allen Larson. Timothy Credle, Stewart Waller, Alison Hoﬀ,
Patrick Clark, Jamie Poster, Anna McCarthy, and Tara McPherson are
the best of friends. Diana Reed and Barbara Fine bought me dinners and
told me I could ﬁnish this work. My colleagues at Georgetown, Pamela
Fox, Kim Hall, Ed Ingebretsen, Colleen Cotter, Christine So, and Anne
Cubilie made my entry to faculty life an immense pleasure; Michael
Ragussis showed me how to write a book. Ken Wissoker not only is
the editor who asked me to keep working on this project and waited
patiently for it but also extended love and friendship. Cathy Davidson

x acknowledgments

Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/book/chapter-pdf/607526/9780822383772-ix.pdf by guest on 17 January 2022

single-handedly reminds me that intellectuals can and should work to
remake the world, and I send her a big valentine.
Ned Comstock at the archives at the University of Southern California and Barbara Johnson at the Margaret Herrick Library of the Motion
Picture Academy of Arts and Sciences are astonishing resources, and the
Minnelli chapter could not have been done without their help. Peter
Haldeman and Peter Jones in Los Angeles were sweet to a stranger in a
strange place, and George Feltenstein at mgm told me I was right to keep
working. Matt Wrbican, John Smith, Margery King, and Greg Pierce
at the Andy Warhol Museum, Callie Angell at the Whitney Museum
of American Art, and Neil Prinz at the Andy Warhol Foundation were
wonderfully generous and made possible much of the work on Warhol
and Anger. John Waters let me ask my questions and answered them
with patience and good humor. Ryan Cook kindly helped with the illustrations; Heather Kerst and Mary Madden helped to complete the ﬁnal
manuscript.
The Lambda Foundation of Pittsburgh took a risk early in this project
and provided the funds for research in Los Angeles for the Minnelli
chapter; an Andrew Mellon Doctoral Fellowship at the University of
Pittsburgh allowed me to complete a ﬁrst draft of this research. Summer research grants and a Junior Sabbatical from Georgetown College
and the Graduate School allowed me the chance to rethink the entire
project once more, and I am grateful to Leona Fisher, Joseph Sitterson,
Martin Irvine, and Gerald Mara for making that possible. I thank the
anonymous readers of the book manuscript.
James and Alberta Tinkcom, and my siblings, Mary Tinkcom, Martha
Brisky, Margaret Listopad, and Michael Tinkcom, are the best of families. Matthew Veltkamp sees the goodness and the camp in the world
every day, and for that and for everything else, I say again: all my love.

