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I am convinced that our reasons for acting morally are rooted deep in our
loves. Most people do not ask, Why be moral? They simply act from
something like Aquinas’s assumption that the good must be loved and
made real. Simone Weil argued that one of the illusions created by ‘‘imaginative literature’’ was that evil is ‘‘romantic and varied,’’ whereas good is
boring. She thought just the opposite to be true in life and great art: real
evil ‘‘is gloomy, monotonous, barren, boring.’’ ‘‘Real good,’’ on the other
hand, is ‘‘always new, marvelous, intoxicating.’’
My experience conﬁrms Weil’s judgment. I have been the recipient of
many real and extraordinary goods, and I have always found them varied,
engaging, and inexhaustible. They have often come, of course, in the
form of people, some of whom I can try to thank here.
My intellectual debt to Stanley Hauerwas and Alasdair MacIntyre is
enormous. George Hendrick has provided me with a model of scholarship and friendship for nearly thirty years. James F. Childress kindly
included me in a National Endowment for the Humanities seminar where
I ﬁrst encountered the work of Hauerwas, MacIntyre, Nussbaum, and
others integral to this study. J. D. Stahl introduced me to the work of John
Howard Yoder; Rob Patzig, to that of Emmanuel Levinas. Tom Gardner
and Robert Benne read sections of the manuscript and provided important suggestions and encouragement. Katherine Soniat kept me apprised
of articles chronicling literary study’s decline from where it ought to be,
at the center of humanistic education. Peter Graham has been a wonderful conversation partner in all things literary and ethical for many years.
My understanding of religious ethics has beneﬁted greatly from discussions with Ned Wisnefske and Paul Hinlicky.
My readers at Duke University Press provided me with extraordinarily
detailed and helpful reviews of an earlier version of this book. Editors
Reynolds Smith and Sharon Torian insisted I write a better book than I
would have without their care and attention. I have received so much
daily good from my coworkers in the English Department at Virginia
Tech that I cannot begin to thank them adequately.

x

Acknowledgments

I ﬁrst glimpsed love in the process of making the good real in my
parents and other members of my family. I have been very lucky in them.
Finally, to adapt a phrase from Jane Austen, the ‘‘best blessings’’ of my
existence are my wife, Deb, and my children, Amy and Matthew. This
book is for them.
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