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The members of the Rain Forest Seminar are grateful to the University of
California’s nine-campus Humanities Research Institute (hri) at Irvine for
funding six months of collaborative research on rain forest images and their
practical e√ects. We thank hri directors Patricia O’Brien, Steven Mailloux,
and David Theo Goldberg for their help before, during, and after our residence at the institute during spring 2000. We are similarly indebted to the
HRI sta√ as well as our graduate research assistants Lyman Hong and Jacqueline Scoones for their energy and patience.
Though brief, our journey to the not-quite-rain forest of the Yucatán
played a decisive role in shaping both this book and the larger seminar
experience that underlies it. For this reason, we are particularly grateful to
the colleagues who helped us in our preparations. We thank Professors
Jaime Rodríguez, Rob Patch, and Steven Topik for sharing their expertise
with us. We are deeply grateful to Mike Baker and Teresa Martelon for
opening their impressive Yucatán vacation home to us. We were equally
fortunate to enjoy the friendship and professional guidance of Gonzalo
Merediz and Marcos Lazcano Barrera of the Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve.
We also thank Cancún environmental activist Araceli Domínguez along

x

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/book/chapter-pdf/613242/9780822385271-ix.pdf by guest on 26 January 2022

with our guides at the Punta Laguna spider monkey reserve (Ricardo and
Eulogio Canul), Cancún archaeological museum (Guillermo Ahuja O.), and
Caste War Museum at Tihosuco for greatly enriching our ﬁeld experience.
The visitors who helped us think through the essays that began emerging
once we returned to Irvine also deserve special mention. Francis E. Putz and
Claudia Romero, conservation biologists committed to biological preservation and social justice, allowed us to revisit our own assumptions from the
vantage point of the natural sciences. As a science correspondent for National Public Radio, David Baron was able to provide a di√erent, but equally
valuable perspective on our aims and writing methods. Jenny Price helped
us to begin thinking about writerly issues early on in this book’s conception,
and we thank her for her ongoing assistance to us as individuals as well as a
group.
We owe much to the colleagues who ﬁlled in for us on our home campuses during the time we were at Irvine. Our debts to our families are even
greater, and we thank them warmly for their patience, good humor, and
support. We also extend special thanks to the people in the forest areas
where we have done extended research. Each and every chapter in this book
reﬂects their generous help.
This book’s location within Duke’s New Ecologies for the Twenty-First
Century series is a source of satisfaction. We thank the series editors, Arturo
Escobar and Dianne Rocheleau, as well as our initial manuscript reviewers
for their many useful suggestions. We also thank our editors, Valerie Millholland and Pam Morrison, for their help throughout the publication
process.
Finally, we are grateful to each other for a deeply exciting exchange of
ideas and experiences—an academic ideal far too seldom realized in practice.
Scott Fedick deserves special thanks for making possible our trip to the
Yucatán, but each of the seminar participants made unique intellectual and
personal contributions to the collective e√ort. ‘‘Your group gets on so well!’’
people often told us. ‘‘You really seem to enjoy each other’s company.’’ We
did enjoy each other, and we learned much from our time together. Our
hope is that the reader will ﬁnd similar proﬁt and excitement in this book.

