Acknowledgments
Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/book/chapter-pdf/637867/9780822390428-ix.pdf by guest on 28 January 2022

A

cademics spend so much time working alone that we sometimes forget that all of our writings are profoundly collaborative projects. My name may be the only one on the front
cover, but this book would not exist without the contribution
of many wonderful people. I am especially grateful to Nancy
Ries for reading the entire manuscript several times and giving
me insightful and detailed comments at every round. I would
also like to thank the following for reading selections or previous iterations of the book and offering valuable feedback:
Richard Madsen, Akos Rona-tas, Christena Turner, Joseph
Esherick, Paul Pickowicz, Wendy Wall, Christopher Henke,
Jessica Allina-Pisano, Eric Allina-Pisano, and Michele Chang.
Many thanks to Alan Smart for our conversations about guanxi,
and to Alena Ledeneva and Nancy Ries for helping me see the
connections between guanxi and blat—and kindly answering
all of my ignorant questions about Russia. And I owe Andrew
Kipnis a debt for inspiring me to realize that suzhi was a key
concept for making sense of my findings. Of course the errors
and flaws which remain are all my own, but there would be
many more without the probing questions, accurate criticisms,
enlightening suggestions, and kindly encouragement that these
people provided for me.
I need to thank Deborah Davis, my first professor of sociology, who fostered my interest in Chinese society and gave me
the confidence and desire to become an academic. She con‑

 

Acknowledgments

Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/book/chapter-pdf/637867/9780822390428-ix.pdf by guest on 28 January 2022

tinues to be my role model for uncompromised excellence in teaching and
scholarship. In doing my best to follow Professor Davis’s example of enthusiasm and rigor in the classroom, I have discovered the rich rewards of teaching.
I thank my students here at Colgate University for their questions, insights,
and energy, which have pushed me to think more deeply and work harder on
my own research.
I would also like to acknowledge my gratitude to the Sociology and Anthropology Department and to Colgate University for their truly generous
support (financial and otherwise) for junior faculty members. My 1997–98
research was funded by the National Science Foundation, while resources for
my 2001 and 2004 data-gathering trips were provided by Colgate University
through internal grants.
To turn closer to home, I owe my thanks to my family, especially to my
father for always believing that I was smart enough to do this. I am grateful
to Lara Scott, my sister-in-all-but-blood, for many reasons: for her unstinting
encouragement; for our endless conversations working out the relationship
between our faith and our work and our teaching; and for always reminding
me of the presence of the merciful God who led to me this place. I thank God
for my beautiful and brilliant daughter, Lin, who thinks it’s cool that Mommy
wrote a book but will no doubt be disappointed that it doesn’t have more
pictures. Last, but most of all, I thank my husband, Christopher Henke, who
had the bad luck of being the most accessible copyeditor, informed sociologist, writing critic, and emotional coach available to me through the long and
sometimes tedious process of taking this project from its initial conception
to its final incarnation as a bound volume. Chris was and continues to be my
best editor, critic, encourager, and friend, and he loves me far more than I
deserve.

