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T

his book evolved from the conversations of an international group of
historians who gathered in April 2006 at a conference at the Rothermere American Institute, University of Oxford, to discuss the work of
American women missionaries in American cultural expansion. Our purpose was to go beyond an examination of women’s experiences to contextualize and historicize their achievements across cultural and political
systems. To accomplish this, we invited historians of the United States
together with historians of the Middle East, Africa, Japan, China, and
India to join us. These historians’ ﬁelds crossed the boundaries of women’s
history, religious studies, and foreign relations. Their essays, published
here for the ﬁrst time, bring an interdisciplinary, transnational perspective
to the study of American women and the expansion of American culture
beyond the borders of the United States.
The conference was sponsored by the University of Oxford; the State
University of New York, Binghamton; the American Philosophical Society,
Philadelphia; the Huntington Library, San Marino, California; the American Studies Foundation of Japan; and the Institute for Women’s Studies at
Tokyo Woman’s Christian University. We thank these generous sponsors.
In Oxford our gracious host, Dr. Richard Carwardine, made us feel at
home. The conference beneﬁted enormously from the contributions of
our session chairs, Maria Jaschok, Mary Renda, Jay Sexton, and Daniel
Walker Howe. We are grateful to those who attended the conference and
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sparked stimulating discussion. Those discussions have done much to
shape this volume. For this we thank in particular Dorothy Akubue-Brice,
R. Bryan Bademan, Shiela Bora, Anne L. Foster, Carol Scally-Grigas, Loretta Long, Mary Beth Norton, Julyana Peard, Anne Pullen, Johanna Seles,
Regina Sullivan, and Cristina Zaccarini.
We thank our editor at Duke University Press, Valerie Millholland, for
her wise counsel, Miriam Angress and Leigh Barnwell for their patience,
Mark Mastromarino for expertly shepherding the book through the production process, and Lawrence Kenney for copyediting. This book was
made sharper, tighter (and, perhaps most important, shorter) thanks to
the comments of our two anonymous readers.

