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There are so many people I would like to thank. Writing a book on black
women and the U.S. Communist Party has been a challenging exercise—
and at times an intellectually humbling and emotionally painful one. When I
started this project more than a decade ago, there were few books and archival collections related to black women radicals. Plus, there were only a handful of articles on this topic. Today, things have changed. This book joins a
growing body of exciting scholarship on black women’s radicalism.
Without question, the most exciting aspect of this project has been getting to know my subjects, in particular Dorothy Burnham, Esther Cooper
Jackson, and her late husband, James E. Jackson Jr. They literally welcomed
me into their homes and families. Over the years, they generously shared
their memories and personal papers with me. Getting to know them not
only broadened my understanding of black women’s involvement in the
American Left; they also helped me mature intellectually and emotionally.
Any oversights in telling their stories are my own.
This book owes a tremendous debt to archivists and librarians across
the United States. I am especially thankful to Randall Burkett and Elizabeth Chase at Emory University’s Manuscript, Archives, and Rare Book
Library, Diana Lachatanere and Steven G. Fullwood at the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, and Joellen El Bashir and Ida E. Jones at
the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center for their immeasurable assistance
and accommodation. I am grateful to Michael Nash, Erika Gottfried, and
Peter Filardo at the Tamiment Library, as well as Thomas Weissinger and
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Mary Stuart at the University of Illinois History, Philosophy, and Newspaper
Library for their professionalism and acts of kindness. In London, Donald
Hinds and members of the Claudia Jones Organisation shared their warm
memories of Claudia Jones with me.
Two grants from the University of Illinois Research Board provided
much needed release time from teaching and research support. Travel grants
through the Research Board (Illinois) allowed me to present papers drawn
from the book at numerous domestic and international conferences. This
project benefited greatly from the cogent comments and suggestions offered
by colleagues at biennial meetings of the Association for the Study of the
Worldwide African Diaspora (AswAd) in Evanston, Illinois; Rio de Janeiro;
Barbados; and Accra, Ghana. Additionally, I wish to thank the teachers and
day-care workers who taught my children and whose labor provided invaluable time for me to write, research, and teach.
I would like to thank my colleagues in the Department of African American Studies and the Department of Gender and Women’s Studies, in particular Theresa Barnes, Ruth Nicole Brown, C. L. Cole, Karen Flynn, Samantha
Frost, Pat Gill, Ronald L. Jackson II, Jacque Khan, Clarence Lang, Cris Mayo,
Chantal Nadeau, Fiona Ngo, Mimi Nguyen, Marc Perry, Sarah Projansky,
Siobhan Somerville, and Sharra Vostral. I should mention that Cole, Siobhan, and Sarah have been wonderful mentors and friends.
Various chapters and parts of the chapters have benefited greatly from the
careful reading and attention of and conversations with Rosalyn TerborgPenn, Barbara Ransby, Ula Taylor, Rhonda Y. Williams, Ray Fouché, Elsa
Barkely Brown, Barbara Bair, Robbie Lieberman, Merle Bowen, Michael
Gomez, Carole Boyce Davies, Angela Davis, Bettina Aptheker, Ruthie Wilson Gilmore, David Roediger, Tracy Denean Sharpley-Whiting, James Barrett, Antoinette Burton, James Smethurst, Jessica Millward, Orlando Plaza,
Brian Purnell, Minkah Makalani, Carol Anderson, Cheryl Hicks, Deborah
Thomas, Celia Naylor, Fanon Che Wilkins, Komozi Woodard, Jeanne Theoharis, Dayo Gore, Premilla Nadasen, Jean Allman, Kirstie Dorr, Mark
Solomon, Allison Blakely, Michael Anderson, Abebe Zegeye, Sarah Clarke
Kaplan, Marc Goulding, Mireille Miller-Young, Rachel Scharfman, Joy
James, Brian Dolinar, Mark Naison, Damion Thomas, Diane Pinderhaus,
Gilberto Rosas, Joshua Guild, Robeson Taz P. Frazier, Seth Markle, and
Joyce Moore Turner. I would like to thank my graduate research assistants,
Perzavia Praylow and Kerstin Rudolph, who diligently combed microfilm
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and local archives for me. Virginia Janik, Aprel Thomas, Shirley Olson, and
David Ivy provided inestimable administrative assistance for this project.
I am especially indebted to Gerald Horne. Gerald’s brilliance and generosity are legendary. He graciously agreed to read an early, unwieldy draft
of the manuscript. His cogent comments helped me condense and clarify
my ideas. Similarly, Eileen Boris provided insightful editorial suggestions to
earlier versions of chapters that helped me present a more polished manuscript.
To my dissertation advisor, Robin D. G. Kelley, I am deeply obligated.
Also, I thank Kenneth Kusmer and Bettye Collier-Thomas, who instructed
me while I was a graduate student at Temple University. The idea for this
project originated in Bettye Collier-Thomas’s graduate seminar class on African American women’s history during the Progressive Era in the fall of 1997.
At Duke University Press, Valerie Millholland has been an exemplary
editor. Ever enthusiastic about this project, her support helped me weather
the “pain of writing a book,” as she put it. Miriam Angress and Gisela Fosado were also extremely helpful in moving this project toward completion
and mollifying my anxiety. The anonymous readers offered insightful comments on how to improve the manuscript. Significant portions of chapter 5
originated in an article published by the Radical History Review 101 (Spring
2008). Also, portions of chapter 4 and chapter 6 appeared in Dayo F. Gore,
Jeanne Theoharis, and Komozi Woodard’s edited anthology, Want to Start a
Revolution? Radical Women in the Black Freedom Struggle (New York University Press, 2010).
Support and encouragement have come from many quarters, but I take
special note of dear friends and family. Orlando and Jeanette Plaza, Brian
Purnell and Leana Amaez, Anne and Clarence Taylor, and Diana Foxwell put
me up and fed me whenever I was in New York and Washington, conducting archival research. Adrianna Bohm, Mary Stricker, and Tracy Romans
always extended a warm welcome when my family and I returned to Philadelphia. Thank you, Kristin Tennant, our first friend in Champaign-Urbana,
for copyediting portions of the manuscript. I am forever grateful to my sister and comrade Aishah Shahidah Simmons, the director of the brilliant
documentary film, No! The Rape Documentary, for passionately supporting
my work and loving my family. My parents, Jim and Marion McDuffie, have
been my most influential teachers. From an early age, they discussed history
and politics with me and took me around the world. More recently, they fre-

xii

ACknowledgments

Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/chapter-pdf/654525/9780822394402-ix.pdf by guest on 01 December 2022

quently traveled from Ohio to Illinois to help provide childcare. My aunts,
Rose Ann Chandler, Elizabeth Howell, and Gwendolyn Chandler; my uncle
Donald Chandler; my cousins, Ronald Howell and Donald Chandler Jr.;
and my in-laws, Jessie and Paul Loftland, have provided tremendous emotional support and encouragement over the years for which I will always be
grateful.
Thanks to my children, Amaya-Soledad and Amir Wendell Robeson, for
their love and patience in helping “Daddy finish his book,” as Amaya frequently said. There are portions of this book that I literally do not remember writing due to child-care–induced sleep deprivation. While I certainly
do not recommend writing a book while juggling the busy demands of academe and raising two young children far from family, I would not have had
it any other way.
I must thank my wife, Marlah, for her patience, love, and support in helping me finish this book. She is my best friend, soul mate, and inspiration.
Given that this project began more than twelve years ago, it has often felt
like an unwanted house guest who has long overstayed its welcome in our
lives. Indeed, writing this book has not been easy. There is nothing that I
could possibly write that would make up for lost time that I wish I had spent
with her.
For everything else, I am deeply grateful to God and the ancestors.

