In a book that is critical of Colonial Williamsburg, it may seem disingenuous
to begin by thanking its loyal employees for help received. Nevertheless, we
wish above all to thank several members of the Colonial Williamsburg staff
(at the time of our fieldwork) who went out of their way to make our research
possible: Cary Carson, Edward Chappell, Rex Ellis, Connie Graft, Brenda
Leclair, Christy Matthews, Dennis O'Toole, and Mary Wiseman. To thank
them is not to claim that they would agree with our critique; it is to praise
them for practicing the kind of openness that intellectual inquiry requires.
We also thank the many dozens of other Colonial Williamsburg folks who
took the time to talk to us about the complex world of their museum.
Our field research in 1990 and 199 I would not have been possible without
a generous grant from the Spencer Foundation. The National Endowment
for the Humanities has been equally generous, providing us, through its
Collaborative Research program, with support for data analysis and for completingthis book (grant no. RO-2263 3-93). We thank the program officers of
those organizations who took an interest in our project and helped us to
construct the grant proposals that funded it. Finally, the University of Virginia, through its Center for Literary and Cultural Change and through the
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dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, has supported this work for the past
SIX years.
Over the many years we have worked on this project, we have talked with
dozens of friends, relatives, and colleagues who have encouraged us, criticized us, given us new ideas and references, and above all tolerated our
fascination with Colonial Williamsburg. Without trying to name each and
every person who has taken an interest in our project, we would like to single
out a few individuals who have been consistently supportive interlocutors:
Gary Downey, Jeff Hantman, Adria LaViolette, Jennifer Nourse, Chuck and
Nan Perdue, Dan Segal, Bonnie Urciuoli, and June Webb. We are also grateful to our editor at Duke University Press, Ken Wissoker, who (as always) has
been a joy to work with. Finally, we especially thank Anna Lawson, who
collaborated with us during the fieldwork stage of the research and went on
to write her doctoral dissertation on African American history at Colonial
Williamsburg. We have drawn on her work throughout the present book.
As with any collaborative undertaking, we have learned as much from
each other as from anyone else. Collaboration is a wonderfully enriching
endeavor. To recognize each other's efforts, we decided when we began this
project to give Gable's name first on the articles we wrote together and
Handler's on the book you have in front of you. To put either name second,
however, belies the true and ongoing collaboration this book represents.

