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This book emerged from the generosity of many conversations,
practices of cultivation, hikes, and life. I would first like to thank
my extended network of family, friends, and compañerxs in the
Andean-Amazonian foothills and plains—in particular, Heraldo
Vallejo, Nelso Enriquez, María Elva Montenegro, Carlos Becerra,
Jorge Luis Guzmán, Elizabeth Guzmán, Edgar Torres, Constanza
Carvajal, Rocio Ortiz, Casa Amazonia, Selva Morena, and the members of Fundación Kindicocha, Mesa Regional de Organizaciones
Sociales Indígenas, Campesinas y Afros del Putumayo, Baja Bota
Caucana y Cofanía Jardines de Sucumbíos, Red de Guardianes de
Semillas de Vida del Sur, and Fundación ItarKa. Also essential
were colleagues at the agricultural microbiology laboratory of the
National University’s Institute of Biotechnology in Bogotá, especially Javier Vanegas, Daniel Uribe, Giovanna Landazábal, Alexandra Sanchéz, Anyela Rodriguez, and Nathalia Floréz; the Geographic Institute Agustín Codazzi and the National Soil Science
Laboratory, especially Abdón Cortés, Julián Serna, Jorge Sanchéz,
Ricardo Siachoque, Óscar Avecedo, and Diana Vera; the Corporación para el Desarrollo Sostenible del Sur de la Amazonia, especially conversations with Iván Melo, Mauricio Valencia, and Guillermo Martínez; the Colombian Society for Soil Science, especially
Ibonne Valenzuela and Samuel Caicedo; and Armando Castilla
at Fedearroz, Carolina Olivera at the fao, and members of the
Colombian Association of Agrologists. I am also indebted to colleagues in several nonprofit organizations, especially Asociación
minga, Witness for Peace, and Acción Ecológica, for inviting me
to accompany their long-term work to support the human rights

x

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/chapter-pdf/793628/9781478009207-ix.pdf by guest on 08 August 2022

and environmental struggles of communities in Putumayo and Sucumbíos,
Ecuador. I would also like to give special thanks to María Clemencia Ramírez
for her kindness and for generously sharing her extensive academic and life
experience in Putumayo; Efrén Piña Rivera for our many conversations about
alternatives to development in southern Colombia; and Tomás Leon for sharing his love of soils and agroecology, and his expertise on the genealogy of
Colombian soil science.
I received instrumental feedback on this manuscript from a variety of
people. I am sure that I am forgetting some essential voices, but let me mention Jake Culbertson, Tanya Richardson, Kregg Hetherington, Fatih Tatari,
and María Puig de la Bellacasa. Two reviewers at Duke University Press read
through the entire manuscript, and their insights greatly helped to organize
and deepen the material. Early drafts received the invaluable comments of my
dissertation committee and advisers at the University of California, Davis. I
thank Suzana Sawyer for her graceful articulations and scholarly insights; Joe
Dumit for sharing his experimental approach to life and for being such an
amazing listener and versatile scholar; Alan Klima for his deep commitment
to writing and for his reminders to be watchful of translation in my attempts
to stay with the poetics; Kate Scow for the endless nights of soil whispering and
for being open and generous with interdisciplinary exchange and collaboration. Marisol de la Cadena has been an endless source of inspiration and support. Thank you for sharing how you think and that which impassions you, for
your unflinching vote of confidence, and your relentless impulses and tender
and caring bites. I also thank my colleagues and students at the University of
California, Santa Cruz, for creating such a vibrant intellectual environment in
which to think and write, especially my colleagues affiliated with the Science
and Justice Research Center: Donna Haraway, Karen Barad, Jenny Reardon,
Lindsey Dillon, Kate Darling, and Colleen Massengale. Andrew Mathews was
key in supporting my uc President’s Postdoctoral Fellowship application and
award. I was so lucky to work with Kali Rubaii, Krisha Hernández, Darcey
Evans, Zahirah Suhaimi-Broder, Stephanie McCallum, Daniel Schniedewind,
and Rachel Cypher in their capacity as student-colleagues.
Versions of arguments and sections of this book were shared with and
benefited from a number of audiences. These include audiences at the Departments of Anthropology at the University of Chicago; Tufts University; and
University of California, Irvine; the Our Own Devices Workshop organized
by the Graduate Institute for Design, Ethnography and Social Thought and
the Parsons School of Design at the New School; the Resistance Is Fertile: On
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Being Sons and Daughters of Soil Workshop at the University of Cape Town,
South Africa; the Rediscovering Soils: Knowledge and Care in the Worlds of
Soil Workshop organized by the University of Sheffield, England; the Environmental Studies Colloquium, Latin American and Latino/a Studies Symposium, Science and Justice Research Center, and Ethnographic Engagements
Workshop in the Anthropology Department at the University of California,
Santa Cruz; the “Culture, Power, and Social Change” lecture series at the University of California, Los Angeles; the Science Studies Program Colloquium
Series at the University of California, San Diego; the Technoscience Salon and
Women and Gender Studies Institute at York University; the launch of the National Policy for Sustainable Soil Management organized by the Ministry of
the Environment and Sustainable Development and the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations in Bogotá, Colombia; the seminar space
of the former Center for Study in Political Ecology in Bogotá, Colombia; the
weekly seminar of the Agricultural Microbiology Laboratory of the National
University’s Institute of Biotechnology in Bogotá, Colombia; and the Ethnographic Museum of the Cultural Deputy of the Bank of the Republic in Leticia,
Amazonas, Colombia.
Life is relation, and I am blessed to have an amazing network of cultivated
kin. I am infinitely grateful for the love and support of my dear sister Oneida
Giraldo and the entire Giraldo-Camargo family; the deep friendship of Astrid
Flórez, Raquel Díaz, Felicity Aulino, Karina Hof, Rachel Cypher, Marcela Cely
Santos, Catalina Giraldo, and Juan Diego Prieto; the collaborative impulses of
my inspiring feminist colleagues Tania Pérez-Bustos, Lina Pinto-García, Alejandra Osejo, Carolina Botero, and Juana Dávila; the kindred spirit of Diana
Bocarejo; and the hermandad and intellectual companionship of Iván Vargas
Roncancio. To Tom Chauvin, I thank you for your unconditional loyalty and
for introducing me to anthropology. My heartfelt thanks to the Ganley-Roper
family for welcoming me into your fold, and especially to Barbara for encouraging me to embrace ethnographic poetry. I will be forever grateful to Sylvia
Sensiper for her generous soul, and for embracing me in a dark hour. Last but
not least, I am thankful for my dear father, Everett Lyons, and my graceful,
stubborn, protective angel of a grandmother, Evelyn Pilbin-Lyons, whose support in this world and beyond has sustained me each and every day. To my
mother, I am sorry that you were not here to see this publication come to fruition, but I trust that you are making a heart gesture in the air with your hands.
Research for this book was made possible by funding from the Wenner-
Gren Foundation, the Social Science Research Council, the University of Califorxi

nia Pacific Rim Research Program, and the University of California President’s
Postdoctoral Fellowship Program. Writing was facilitated by the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation and University of California, Davis, Sawyer Seminar: Indigenous Cosmopolitics: Dialogues about the Reconstitution of Worlds, and a
generous Hunt Postdoctoral Fellowship from the Wenner-Gren Foundation.
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