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We, the authors of this book — Katharina Galor and Sa’ed Atshan — grew up
on different sides of a divide and conflict that is seventy years old. We are
grateful for having met in 2014, just days after the end of the Israel-Gaza War,
whose traumas we experienced in similar ways, though from opposite sides of
the wall. The opportunity to work together on this project has proved that by
overcoming the boundaries imposed on us, we can bridge these gaps. Through
flexibility and trust we were able to navigate the occasional hurdles, painful
stories, and difficult encounters imbued with prejudice and occasional hatred
that we experienced from others together. We also rejoiced together about the
hopeful and heartwarming sides of the research, fieldwork, and writing process. We hope that the results of this collaborative project will show others
that conflicts are constructions that can be overcome if the common goal is to
listen and understand each other’s perspectives.
This work would not have come to fruition without the assistance, guidance, and generosity of numerous people. Most notably, we are indebted to
the fifty interlocutors who agreed to meet with us to answer the questions
that served as the foundation of this inquiry. We also thank the other fifty
people who spoke to us, mostly at great length, about issues that relate directly
to the focus of our study without following a specific protocol or questionnaire. Given the sensitive nature of this study, only six of these individuals
agreed to have their identity revealed. We extend our thanks to Iris Hefets,
Ármin Langer, Tamara Masri, Dorothee Reinhold, Yael Ronen, and Martin
Wiebel for taking the time to talk to us, and we express our admiration for
their courage. Although the descriptions, impressions, profiles, and quotes in
this book are based on actual encounters, we have altered all identifying characteristics of other people with whom we met.
We also talked to a number of professionals who shared useful knowledge about various issues at the core of the study. The information we gathered during these conversations contributed to a better understanding of contemporary Berlin and its Israeli and Palestinian communities. Most of them
have lived in or traveled to Israel/Palestine or are closely related to either or
both migrant communities in Berlin: Najat Abdulhaq, Maryam Abu Khaled,
Ayham Majid Agha, Tarek Al Turk, Mazen Aljubbeh, Hila Amit, Sina Arnold,
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Saleem Ashkar, Phillip Ayoub, Omri Bar-Adam, Leen Barghouti, Yossi Bartal, Yael Bartana, Omri Ben-Yehuda, Daniel Boyarin, Christina von Braun,
Micha Brumlik, Sawsan Chebli, Karim Daoud, Emily Dische-Becker, Carolin
Emcke, Lilian Daniel-Abboud Ashkar, Liliana Ruth Feierstein, Naika Foroutan, Dani Gal, Alfred Garloff, Gadi Goldberg, Rasha Hilwi, Rajshri Jayaraman, Oskar Jost, Dani Kranz, Cilly Kugelman, Irmela von der Lühe, Nizaar
Maarouf, Michael Naumann, Benyamin Reich, Pamela Rosenberg, Jad Salfiti,
Nahed Samour, Stefanie Schüler-Springorum, Holger Seibert, Shaked Spier,
Robert Yerachmiel Sniderman, Levke Tabbert, Shani Tzoref, Marie Warburg,
and Gökçe Yurdakul. We were moved by the breadth of their perspectives and
are most appreciative for their time and wisdom.
Great thanks go to our research assistants, Omri Galor and Nevien
Swailmyeen, who helped collect bibliographical information and provided invaluable support with the logistics of organizing the interviews. In addition,
we benefited from the many instructive conversations we had with students,
scholars, and staff from the American Academy Berlin; Barenboim-Said Academy; Berlin Institute of Migration and Integration Research, Humboldt University; Center for Research on Antisemitism, Technical University; European School of Management and Technology; Haus der Kulturen der Welt;
Institute for Employment Research, Federal Employment Agency; Institute
of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Free University; Jewish Museum Berlin;
Selma Stern Zentrum für Jüdische Studien Berlin Brandenburg; and Theologische Fakultät, Humboldt University.
This list does not include the numerous German, Israeli, and Palestinian
friends and acquaintances with whom we spoke while we were in Berlin but
not conducting fieldwork. Many of them are similarly intrigued by the questions at the core of this study and thus enhanced our understanding and experience of the issues at hand.
At Duke University Press, our gratitude goes primarily to our editor, Sandra
Korn, whose continued guidance and support throughout the process has been
invaluable. We also thank the anonymous readers who have provided us with
encouragement and helpful comments and suggestions for adjustments, elaborations, and changes. Last but not least, we are grateful to Eve Spangler and
Michael Steinberg, who read and commented on the first draft of our manuscript and corrected the errors that are so typical for authors who write in non-
native languages, and whose enthusiasm moved this study forward.

