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This book was almost a decade in the making, the fruition of plans first mapped
out in the context of Raúl’s too-short postdoc with Anne-Emanuelle at the
University of Toronto. A 2010 workshop held in conjunction with the (now)
annual meeting of the Latin American Studies Association, and cosponsored
by its Health, Science, and Society Section and the U of T’s Latin American
Studies Program and its Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science
and Technology, spawned some of the chapters included here; others we were
fortunate to gather subsequently. We are grateful to workshop participants,
commentators, and comrades, among them Enrique Beldarraín Chaple, María
Carranza, Katherine Centellas, Marcos Cueto, Mariola Espinosa, Sebastián Gil-
Riaño, Teresa Huhle, Nikolai Krementsov, Lynn Morgan, Steve Palmer, Jason
Pribilsky, Alex Puerto, Liz Roberts, Jeannie Samuel, Nicolás Sánchez-Guerrero,
Mark Solovey, Gabriela Soto Laveaga, Sarah Tracy, and Adam Warren.
This book is in all senses a collective endeavor, and we are so honored to
have contributions from such a stellar group of scholars, who responded to our
many demands and delays with forbearance and understanding.
Utmost thanks to Mariajosé Aguilera, skillful and astute copyeditor,
adviser, researcher, and historian-in-the-making, who in the course of this
project rediscovered her own family’s alternative solidarities across the Iron
Curtain—an uncle from Nicaragua who studied veterinary medicine in
Ukraine in the 1980s.
Deepest gratitude to Nikolai Krementsov for sharing his extensive knowledge of Cold War history, politics, and medicoscientific developments from
multiple perspectives of the Curtain. His generosity and rigor in reviewing
made, as always, for extensive improvements, if a few nerves and headaches
along the way!
We are grateful for funding from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (cihr) grant #eog-126976 (“Health Diplomacy at a Crossroads: Social
Justice–Oriented South–South Cooperation in a Time of Global Change”),
and from the Department of Social Medicine, the Simmons Scholars Program,
and the Office of Research Development at the University of North Carolina,
which together supported the preparation and publication of this volume.
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We are delighted that our volume is part of the American Encounters/
Global Interactions series edited by Gilbert M. Joseph and Penny Von Eschen.
Our enormous appreciation goes to Gil Joseph, who believed in and encouraged this project from the beginning and throughout el camino; to our Duke
University Press editor, Gisela Fosado, who pushed and inspired us to produce
a “furniture-moving” volume; to editorial associate Alejandra Mejía for her
skill and speed in answering our questions; to Ellen Goldlust, project editor,
for her levelheadedness and careful attention to minutiae and the big picture
alike; and to copyeditors, printers, marketing, and other press staff. We are
also grateful to the dozens of archivists and librarians whose work permitted
the research and telling of t hese stories and to the anonymous reviewers who
homed in on some key analytic and dialogic aspects that strengthened the
book immeasurably.
And, of course, to our families, who lived under the shadow of this volume
for far too long, gracias por siempre.

