ACKNOWLE DGMENTS

Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/chapter-pdf/824077/9781478012603-xv.pdf by guest on 24 January 2022

My fascination with modernist ruins took me from Buffalo, where I grew
up, to Berlin, after the fall of the Wall, to Vinh. Needless to say, it has been a
long journey, during which I have incurred enormous social debt. Over the
course of this research, I have been the recipient of a humbling amount of
goodwill, generosity, and gifts—of time, knowledge, wisdom, friendship, and
resources—that I w
 ill never be able to fully reciprocate. I owe a tremendous
debt of gratitude to the residents of Quang Trung housing complex in Vinh
(who will remain anonymous to protect their privacy and confidentiality),
who opened their doors and invited me into their remarkable, resilient community. Several people, young and old, who befriended and mentored me
have passed since my fieldwork, a testament to the enduring, incapacitating
effects of toxic war on their bodies. Their spirit and passion for history, and for
sharing knowledge, animate the following pages. It is to their memory that I
dedicate this book.
This research would not have been possible without the support of officials
in Vinh who provided me with access to the archives at the Provincial P
 eople’s
Committee, especially the director, Nguyễn Thị Hoa, who sat and drank tea
with me as we pored over files. The staff at the Municipal People’s Committee were extremely generous beyond my expectations, sharing maps and floor
plans of Quang Trung. I thank, especially, Nguyễn Đình Cát, for his trust. He
opened all doors with his magic red stamp, and I remain profoundly grateful
for his support. Hoàng Minh Truyền, director at the Nghệ An Provincial Museum, was most welcoming and gave me access to the photography archives.
Nguyễn Minh Sơn, vice director of Vietnam’s National Archives No. 3 in
Hanoi, who came from the Hà Tĩnh/Nghệ An region, expedited my requests
for documents, for which I am most thankful. The principal of the Nghệ An
Technical Training School, where I attended classes on architecture, was most
gracious to permit my attendance. I also express gratitude to my intrepid research assistant, Bùi Minh Thuận, and the seven students who worked on the
survey—Lan Anh, Chính, Thiết, Sáu, Lan Anh, Đức, Chương—all amazing
young anthropologists. The nine wardens of Quang Trung went above and

A c k n o w le d g m e n t s

Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/chapter-pdf/824077/9781478012603-xv.pdf by guest on 24 January 2022

xvi

beyond; this book would not have been possible without their willingness
to answer my questions, share documents, and facilitate my residency in the
housing blocks. Tài and Hương, and their children, Đức and Mỹ, have been my
family in Vinh for the last two decades; Hương, Jewel, Diễm, and Thùy offered
friendship and support. In Hanoi, I thank Linda Mazur for the years of collaboration, as well as mentors Đặng Thái Hoàng and Nguyễn Trực Luyện for
conversations and inspiration to examine buildings in Vietnam more closely.
Nguyễn Văn Sửu, chair of anthropology at the University of Social Sciences
and Humanities, Vietnam National University, Hanoi, welcomed me as a visiting researcher, and Lương Ngọc Vinh prepared endless letters of introduction
for me. Chuck Searcy and Phan Văn Hùng at Project renew provided bombing data for Nghệ An. Nguyễn Văn Lục (Luki), Nguyễn Sỹ Thúy, and, especially, Ngô Văn Yêm at the Vietnam-Germany chapter of the Nghệ An Union
of Friendship Organizations in Vinh made immeasurable contributions to this
book and to my general knowledge of Vinh’s turbulent architectural history.
In Germany, I am deeply grateful to the men and women from former East
Germany who shared their life histories with me—and their love of Vietnam.
To maintain their anonymity, I choose not to name them here, but their friendship and trust in me to preserve their archives and document their stories have
been profoundly meaningful. I also thank the staff at the German Federal Archives, sodi (Solidarity Service International), and Neues Deutschland.
I have been fortunate to work with a brilliant group of scholars across
the University of California system. At uc Riverside, the Anthropology and
Southeast Asian Studies (SEATRiP) programs have provided an especially
supportive community of graduate students and colleagues. In particular, I
thank Mariam Lam, Henk Maier, Sally Ness, Deborah Wong, and David Biggs.
Conversations with Paul Ryer, my postsocialist comrade, enriched this work
greatly. I also thank Karen Xu, Sarah Grant, Shelley Guyton, Chari Hamratanaphon, Bùi Minh Hào, and Phạm Phương Chi for their contributions to
this manuscript. The Center for Ideas and Society at ucr provided intellectual and financial support through a three-year Senior Fellowship, for which
I thank Georgia Warnke and Katharine Henshaw. I am extremely grateful
for the support of the University of California Humanities Research Institute
(uc hri) and the “Urban Ecologies” Residential Research Group that provided
a stimulating intellectual environment in which to draft sections of this book.
Kavita Philip, Saloni Mathur, and Nancy Kwak offered especially insightful
suggestions. A Berlin prize and residential fellowship at the American Acad
emy in Berlin provided the ideal living and working environment for developing ideas with the support of amazing staff, including Carol Scherer and

Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/chapter-pdf/824077/9781478012603-xv.pdf by guest on 24 January 2022

xvii

A c k n o w le d g m e n t s

Johana Gallup, and a cohort of brilliant scholars. For inspiring conversations
and hearty laughs over meals, I thank, in particular, Vladimir Kulić, Mary
Cappello, Jean Walton, and the much-mourned Moishe Postone.
Several colleagues read and generously commented on chapters of this
work. I thank, especially, Erik Harms, Ann Marie Leshkowich, Quinn Slobodian, Diane Fox, and Ken MacLean. Tim Kaiser was a valuable interlocuter
in the field. I also thank Zeynep Gürsel, Jen Hosek, Dave Leheny, Đinh Hồng
Hải, Kimberley Zarecor, Tema Milstein, David Del Testa, Susan Ossman,
Gökçe Günel, Anne Rademacher, Helen Siu, Kirsten Endres, Tom Boellstorff,
Bill Maurer, Jane Ferguson, Kriszti Fehérváry, Nikhil Anand, Peter Zinoman, Megan Crowley-Matoka, Max Hirsh, April Eisman, Juliet Feibel, Dominic Boyer, Eli Rubin, Chris Hann, Elizabeth Dunn, and Łukasz Stanek for
sharing ideas and extending support and encouragement. I benefited from
brainstorming sessions with Liisa Malkki, who continues to be a source of
inspiration. Several of the ideas h
 ere were presented at workshops and invited
presentations, which helped to improve this manuscript immensely. I thank,
in particular, Anne Rademacher and K. Sivaramakrishnan (Shivi) for the opportunity to join the Ecologies of Urbanism in Asia II group at the University
of Hong Kong; Nguyễn Thị Phương Châm to present ideas to colleagues at
the Vietnamese Academy of Social Sciences, Institute of Culture in Hanoi;
Tim Bunnell to participate in the Urban Asia Futures workshop in Singapore;
Kirsten Endres and Tâm Ngô for opportunities to present works in progress
at the Max Planck Institutes for Social Anthropology in Halle and the Study
of Religious and Ethnic Diversity in Göttingen, respectively; Johan Lindquist
for the invitation to share this work with Asian Studies and Anthropology at
Stockholm University; Cole Roskam to join the Socialist Design Institute seminar at the University of Hong Kong; and Martha Lampland, Hunter Bivens,
and Victoria Bernal to present chapters of this work at ucsd, ucsc, and uci. A
special thanks to Ines Weizman for the unique opportunity to lecture, together
with Vladimir Kulić, at Bauhaus University in Weimar. I also thank Regina
Römhild, Minh Nguyen, Andreas Butter, Philipp Misselwitz, Christoph Bernhardt, Steffi Marung, Ursula Rao, and Gertrud Hüwelmeier for invitations to
present sections of this work in Berlin, Bielefeld, and Leipzig. I am grateful to
Mary Hancock and Smriti Srinivas for their mentorship, and for the opportunity to collaborate on the uc hri working group on religiosity and urban
place making. During the last stages of writing, generative comments from
colleagues at Cornell University, as well as colleagues at uc San Diego as part
of the Sawyer Seminar on cities, helped to fine-tune my arguments, especially
comments from Nancy Kwak and Nancy Postero. Participation in the ssrc’s

A c k n o w le d g m e n t s

Downloaded from http://read.dukeupress.edu/books/chapter-pdf/824077/9781478012603-xv.pdf by guest on 24 January 2022

xviii

Inter-Asian Connections IV workshop in Istanbul, led by Erik Harms and
John Friedmann, also enriched this manuscript. A School for Advanced Research (sar) seminar, u
 nder the leadership of Nikhil Anand, Hannah Appel,
and Akhil Gupta, sharpened my thinking about infrastructure.
Generous grants and fellowships supported both research and writing.
I am grateful to Fulbright-Hays, the American Council of Learned Socie
ties, the Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (daad), the uc Pacific
Rim Research Program, and the National Endowment for the Humanities. A
subvention from the College of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences at uc
Riverside made the color insert possible. A grant from the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts supported production. Some of the
ethnographic text in the third section of this book appeared in different form
in American Ethnologist and South East Asia Research. Portions of the latter
half of chapter 7 appeared in a different form in “Governing through Garbage:
Waste Infrastructure Breakdown and Gendered Apathy in Vietnam” in The
Routledge Handbook of Anthropology and the City, edited by Setha Low, © 2018
Routledge.
At Duke University Press, I am most grateful to Ken Wissoker for his enthusiastic support of this project, and I also thank Joshua Tranen for his work
on the manuscript. The anonymous readers were generous in their close readings of chapters and their insightful suggestions for improvements. With a
keen eye, Kristy Leissle carefully edited early drafts of chapters. Her encouragement inspired me to continue writing at moments of uncertainty. A huge
thank you to Jutta Turner for her meticulous work on maps and floor plans.
My family and relatives have been a constant source of encouragement
and creativity across long distances, especially my siblings and father, who
have cheered me on in all my endeavors, and my fearless aunt, my feminist
role model, who passed during completion of this book. A special shout-out
to my b
 rother for his readiness, often at short notice, to look at drafts of badly
written paragraphs. My nieces’ and nephews’ smiles brought joy and a sense
of rejuvenation to my life. Across three continents—North Americ a, Asia, and
Europe—my partner has been a pillar of relentless support. The long transnational journey that led to this book began two decades ago in Vinh when we
first met. Its completion would not have been possible without his patience,
laughter, and love—and his unwavering belief that one day that “letzter Satz”
would indeed be penned.

