Editor’s Statement

I am pleased to present this special issue of Ethnobistory dedicated to
rethinking the role of the hacienda in Mexico and its borderlands. In par-
ticular we are made aware that the institution of the hacienda was both
more various in scale and operation as well as more plural in ethnic charac-
ter, and its economic role more diversified, than might have previously been
imagined. The articles collected here make a fine-grain analysis of a num-
ber of historical contexts and demonstrate the importance of integrating
archaeological, historical, and ethnographic sources. Together the authors
reveal a new dimension to the hacienda in history.
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