children through home “rabbitry” programs.
Rabbits are incredibly heterogeneous in that
they are farmed for meat and fur, bred for
laboratory experiments, and shown and
raised as pets. In folklore they are symbols
of luck, evil, fecundity, a sign of the Chinese
Zodiac, and even messengers between other
worlds and known human existence.

The system of your dreams
Now a reality

Real DNA
Real Results
Real-time
Real hands-on
electrophoresis
experience

This book would be a valuable addition to any biology or environmental science teacher’s collection. Or better yet, to
any school’s library collection. It would be a
great resource for a student report or project.
And there are additional resources listed in
the back of the book, after a very nice glossary and index.
Saving Turtles: A Kid’s Guide to Helping
Endangered Creatures. By Sue Carstairs.
2014. Firefly Books. (ISBN 1770852905).
64 pp. Paperback. $9.95.
When I first received this book, I thought,
“Oh no, another ‘save the endangered enter
cute animal here’ book.” However, I soon
realized that this book is not that at all. It
has wonderful details about turtles. Did you
ever wonder where all the turtles go in the
winter? “…in the cold winter months, they
can burrow into the mud at the bottom of a
lake and hibernate, getting their oxygen in a
different way” (p. 10). There is also a great
diagram of turtle anatomy with brief descriptions of several major structures. The level of
detail is perfectly appropriate for most students
but may be a little “light” for advanced high
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school students. For example, I wanted details
about how the frogs breathe in the winter.
Saving Turtles is meant to interest students in becoming active conservationists.
There are some pretty graphic pictures of
turtles that have been injured by humans,
but none of them are terrible, and there are
many great pictures of turtles being turtles.
As the author says, “If no one knows about
the dire situation that turtles are in, nothing
will change” (p. 52). The book gives lots
of information about current conservation efforts, including treating injured turtles, “headstarting,” and raising awareness.
“Headstarting” turtle eggs is a way “to ensure
that these eggs are not lost,” by harvesting,
incubating, and hatching the eggs and then
releasing the babies (p. 34).

