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We love water, in these parched lands? Heaven has gardens with 

rivers flowing through them.

Everything that we love on Earth exists abundantly in Heaven, 

with the troubles of hunger, poverty, death, and all other imperfections 

blotted out. Upon my life, I prefer such a heaven to the illusory para-

dise of no existence, where pleasure is eternally deprived.

Why wasn’t the Arab influenced by Greek philosophy? Why didn’t 

he embrace it as he embraced Greek science? Because Greek philoso-
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paladin, a knight-hero whose heroism knows no end. He fears no 

army, no matter how large; he fears no perils, no matter how grave. 

Were thousands to rise against him, one shout from him would 

disperse them. Were demons to obstruct his path, he would set his 

sword to work on them and be rid of them one by one.

These traits demonstrate the essence of heroism, distilled, 

unblended, far from the admixture of reality, approaching the pure 

principle. To he who does not understand the Arab spirit, they look like 

hyperboles, exceeding the scope of conception, as you said. They look 

like lies to whomever cannot release his imagination (khayal) from the 

flaws of reality, [to apprehend] that unadulterated truth which scorns 

time (zaman) and space (makan).
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