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Best of the Web
http://www.molecularmusic.com
I’m no musician (I dabbled with the cello once, but had to give up when aged 7,
as it was realized that I couldn’t spread my fingers wide enough), but I do know
what I like…
Molecular Music™ provides the discerning, ambient music-seeking artistictype with a selection of tunes ‘derived from the molecules of life’.They have been
created by Dr Linda Long, a Research Fellow in Complementary Medicine at Exeter
University, and are generated from the three-dimensional structures of proteins.“X-ray crystallography
data (describing the three-dimensional positions of the amino acids in a protein molecule) are filtered and
then mapped onto musical parameters such as pitch and amplitude,” says Linda.“Data may be filtered to
emphasize either small or large scale changes, thereby generating note sequences that describe protein
structure on many different levels. In this way, characteristic patterns in protein structure such as helixes
(heard as arpeggios) and -sheets (heard as a succession of similar notes) emerge as recognisable musical
note patterns from the three-dimensional structural data.” Linda uses the music as a tool for teaching
molecular modelling of complex protein structures, and also to generate music from herbs, medicinal plants
and the human body for relaxation and therapeutic purposes.
There are two categories of MP3 files to try out on the website: Music of the Plants and Music of the Body;
the CDs are price £9.99 and £13.95 (plus postage and packing) respectively.
The Music of the Plants sample files include pokeweed antiviral protein, myrosinase (from mustard) and
plastocyanin (from parsley).They all have a sort of dreamy underbelly, with a piano plinking over the top, and
are certainly of a relaxing and soothing nature. I find that quite odd — wouldn’t you expect the pokeweed
antiviral protein to be a bit more aggressive, in a sort of ‘kill!’ and ‘get him!’ kind of way? I think the samples
could be longer, to give you more a feel for the music, rather than the snapshot that they are. But we know
they exist to get you to buy the CD, and I’m afraid they didn’t quite cut it for me. Better samples please!
The site has many examples and references that describe how music has assisted in the treatment of a
number of conditions, including Alzheimer’s disease, pain, depression and hormonal problems.Who am I to
say that these musical pieces haven’t got this kind of power? Tune in…

Gary Burd
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