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Bridging the knowledge gap
The HINARI programme
“The Health InterNetwork Access Initiative (HINARI), is using information
technology to narrow the information gap in health science.” Kofi Annan,
Secretary General of the United Nations, in his address to the Pan
American Health Organization, Washington DC, 2 December 2002.
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the WHO officials most of all was

“As a direct consequence of this arrangement, many thousands of doctors,
researchers and health policy-makers among others will be able to use the
best-available scientific evidence to an unprecedented degree to help them
improve the health of their populations. It is perhaps the biggest step ever
taken towards reducing the health information gap between rich and poor
countries.” Dr Gro Harlem Brundtland, Director-General of the
World Health Organization, London, 9 July 2001.

that the publishers said that, for most
of the countries, access would be free
and that it would be full — there
would be no degradation of content.
Dr Gro Harlem Brundtland,
then Director-General of the WHO,
announced the programme in
London, in July 2001 at an event
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Their greatest difficulty was, and

mainly in expensive journals published in the developed countries. A
further difficulty is that of getting
their own research published.
In February 2001, after being contacted by the WHO in Geneva, the
editor of the British Medical Journal
(BMJ), Dr Richard Smith, offered the
journal’s resources to assist in developing a low-cost access programme.
Fresh from successfully negotiating low-cost access to drugs for
AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, the
WHO identified six publishers who,
between them, published more than
1000 biomedical journals, and within
a month, the BMJ had organized a
meeting between the WHO and
senior executives from these compa-
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188. Uganda
189. Madagascar
189. Mali
191. Nepal
191. Rwanda
193. Burkina Faso
193. Chad
195. Mozambique
196.Tajikistan
197. Niger
199. Eritrea
199. Malawi
201. Guinea-Bissau
201. Liberia
203. Sierra Leone
206. Burundi
206. Ethiopia
208. Dem Rep. Congo
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1. Bermuda
2. Luxembourg
3. Switzerland
4. Norway
5. Liechtenstein
6. United States
7. Japan
8. Channel Islands
9. Denmark
10. Iceland
11. San Marino
12. Cayman Islands
13. United Kingdom
14. Sweden
15. Hong Kong, China
16. Monaco
17. Netherlands
18. Ireland
19. Finland
20. Austria

[Source: World Bank]
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HINARI’s strengths

However, the publishers have
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ical research and healthcare, and is

There are many institutions in the

It is not exclusive: publishers are
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